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ADVERTISEMENT. 


tr 


Hip —5 been any bock in 


our language on che ſubjec of we 
following Letters, they never ſhould 
have ſeen the Tight, The Author 
wrote them for the amuſement of his 


friends „and as an af ſtance to his 


memory; ; and if it will in any degree RA 


apologize for their imperfeQtions, , he 


can with truth declare, that they! never 5 


were intended for publication : nor 


indeed wal that idea ſuggeſted to him, 


till long after they were written, C 


a 


7 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


principal motive he will own, was 


the defire of giving to the world, on 
perhaps of tranſmitting to poſterity, 
a monument of his friendſhip with 


the gentleman to whom they ar are e ad- 
dreſſed. 


E | 224 


| When Mr. F order 6 tao, of 
Baron Riedeſe!' book firſt appeared, 
theſe Letters. were already in the 


preſs, and the Author apprehended an 
anticipation. of his ſubject; however, 


on peruſal he had the fatisfaQion 
to find , that the two works did not 


much interfere. „„ 
In tranſribing; them «forthe preſs 3 


\ 


\.D v E RT ISEM ENT. 
e found i it eng both to retrenchi 


ind d to amplify; by which the eaſe of 
0 he en fiyle has probably ſuf. 


„and ſome of the letters have 
been extended much beyond cheir | 
original length. . 


He now preſents them to the Public 
with the greateſt diffidence ; hoping 
that ſome allowance will be made for 


the very inconvenient Circt umſtances 1 


r, little favourable to order or preciſion, E 
n Win which many of them were written : 
But he would not venture to new- 


model them; apprehending , that what 
they might gain in form and expreſ- | 
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T H R 0 U GH 
SICILY AND MALTA, 


LETTER L | 
DEAR BECKFORD, Naples May an. 


1 REMEMBER to have heard you regret; 


that in . all your peregrinations through | 
Europe, you had ever neglected the iſland 
of Sicily; and had -ſpent much of your 


time in running over the old beaten track, - 


and in examining the thread - bare ſubjects 

of Italy and France; when e there 
were a variety of objects, not leſs intereſting, 
that ſtill lay buried in oblivion in that 
celebrated iſland. We intend to profit from 
this hint of yours. Fullarton has been 


urging me to it with all that ardour, 


which a new proſpect of acquiring know- 
ap pires in him; * lover, 


* 


i _ 
1 


2 A TOUR THROUGH 
your old acquaintance , has promiſed to 
accompany us. | | Tt: 


The Italians repreſent it as impoſſible: 
as there are no inns in the iſland, and 
many of the roads are over dangerous. 
precipices, or through bogs and foreſts, 
infeſted with the moſt reſolute and dar- 
ing banditti in Europe. However, all 
theſe conſiderations, formidable as they 

may appear, did not deter Mr. Hamilton , 
his lady, and Lord Fortroſe **. They made 
BZ this expedition laſt ſummer ; and returned 
Wo ſo much delighted with it , that they have 


218 animated us with the ſtrongeſt deſire of 
* enjoying the ſame pleaſure. „ | 
4 Our firſt plan, was to go by land to 
0 Regium, and from thence, croſs over to 
9 Meſſina; but on making exact inquiry, 

. with regard to the ſtate of the country, 

ER. and method of travelling, we find that the 

EY) danger from the banditti-in Calabria and 
3" Apulia is ſo great, the accommodations ſo 

44 wretched , and inconveniencies of every 


kind ſo numerous, without any conſidera- 
tion whatever to throw into the oppoſite 
ſcale, that we ſoon relinquiſhed that ſcheme; 
and in ſpite of all the terrors of Scylla and 
Charybdis, and the more real terrors of 


„Now knight of the bath. 
A Now Earl of Seaforth, 


— 


| - SIGHT" AND MALTA, 3 
Wſca-ſickne(s.( the moſt formidable monfter 


HW of the three) we have determined to go by 

rater : And, that no time may be loſt, ve 
dle: have already taken our paſſage on / board Þ 
and an Engliſh ſhip, which is ready to fail-with 
g 9 


dar. Now as this little expedition has never 
all Bi been conſidered as any part of the grand 
5 tour; and as it will probably preſent man 
„objects worthy of your attention, not men- 
ade tioned in any of our books of travels; I 
ned flatter myſelf that a ſhore account of theſe 
ave vill not be unacceptable to you; and may 
of in ſome degree make up for your having 

oy neglected to viſit them. You may therefore 

to expect to hear of me, from every town 
where we ſtop; and when I meet withany - 


T wy OY of notice, I: ſhall w—_ | 
ed to deſcribe it in as few words as poſhible. 


'Y » WH We have been waiting with impatience for 
92 fair wind, but at preſent there is little 
proſpect of it. The weather is exceedingly 
6 rough, and not a ſhip has been able to get 
7 out of | the harbour for upwards: of three 
fre weeks paſt. This climate is by no means 
; what we expected to find it; and the ſerene 


"©; i fhy of Lai, ſo much boaſted of by our 


of travelled gentlemen , does not altogether 
„ IWF deſerve the great elogiums beſtowed upon 
it. It is now the middle of May, and we 
have not as yet had ern what 
85 4 


1 J 
4 A TOUR THROUGH: :: 
may be called fine weather. It has, indeed 
been abundantly warm, but ſeldom a day 
has paſſed without ſudden ſtorms of wind 
and rain, which render walking out here 
to the full as dangerous to our inyalids, 

as it is in England, s =— 


< 


S 


I am perſuaded that our phyſicians are 
under ſome miſtake with regard to this 
climate. It is certainly one of the warmeſt 
in Italy; but it is as certainly one of the 
moſt inconſtant; and from what we have 
obſerved, diſagrees with the greateſt part 
of our valetudinarians; but more particularly 
with the gouty people, who have all found 
themſelves better at Rome; which though 
much colder in winter, is, I believe, a 
healthier climate. Naples to be ſure is more 
eligible in ſummer , as the air is conſtantly 
refreſhed by the ſea - breeze, when Rome 
is often ſcorched by the moſt inſupportable 
heat. Laſt ſummer, Farenheit's thermometer 
never roſe higher at Naples than 76. At 
Rome it was at 89. The difference is often 
ſtill more conſiderable. In winter it is not 
leſs remarkable. Here, our ome degree 
of cold was in the end of January; the 
thermometer ſtood at 36; at Rome it fell 
to 27; ſo that the ages between the 
two extremes of heat and cold laſt year at 
Naples, was only 40 degrees; whereas at 

Rome it was no leſs than 62, Yet, by all 


ed counts, their winter was much more a- 
day Merccablc and healthy than ours: For they had 
ind Mrlear froſty weather whilft we were deluged 
ere! with rains, accompanied with very high 
ds, wind. The people here aſſure us, that in 
ſome ſeaſons it has rained every day for 


ix or ſeven weeks. But the moſt diſagreeable 
part of the Neapolitan climate is the ſiroce 
or ſouth eaſt wind, which is very common 
at this ſeaſon. It is infinitely more relax- 
ng, and gives the vapours in a much higher 
degree, than the worſt of our rainy No- 
vembers. It has now blown for theſe ſeven 
days without intermiſſion; and has indeed 
blown away all our gaiety and ſpirits; and 
if it continues much longer, I do not know 
what may be the conſequence. : * A 
degree of laſſitude, both to the body and 
mind, that renders them abſolutely incapable 
of performing their uſual functions. It is not 
perhaps ſurpriſing , that it ſhould produce 
theſe effects on a phlegmatic Engliſh conſti- 
ution ; but we have juſt now an inſtance, 
that all the mercury of France muſt ſink 


Watmoſphere. A ſmart Pariſian marquis came 
acre about ten days ago: he was ſo full 
of animal - ſpirits that the people thought 
im mad. He never remained a moment in 
the ſame place; but, at their grave con- 
verſations, uſed to ſkip from room to room 
with ſuch amazing elaſticity, —_ Italians _ 


SICILY AN MALTA. 5 


under the load of this horrid, leaden 


. 6 A TOUR THROUGH 
ſwore he had got ſprings in his ſhoes. 1 
met him this morning, walking with the Wl 
Rep of a philoſopher ; a ſmelling bottle in 

his hand, and all his vivacity extinguiſhed, 
I aſked what was the matter? « A ! mon 
„ ami n, ſaid he, «je mennuye d la mort; 
2 moi, qui n ai jamais connu lennui. Cet eus. 
» crable vent m accable; deux jours de plus, 
1 & je me pends v. Wee 2 3/06 wn 


The natives themſelves do not ſuffer leſs i 
than 8 and all nature ſeems rol 
languiſh during this abominable wind. A 
Neapolitan lover avoids his miſtreſs with 

the utmoſt care in the time of the firocc , i 
and the indolence it inſpires , is almoſt WM 
_ ſufficient to extinguiſh every paſſion. All 
works of genius are laid aſide , during its 
continuance; and when any thing very flat 
or inſipid is produced, the ſtrongeſt phraſe 
of diſapprobation they can beſtow is, « Era 
„ ſcritto in tempo del ſirocco v that it was 
writ in the time of the ſirocc. I ſhall make 
no other apology for this letter; and 
whenever I happen to tire you, be kind 
enough to remember (pray do) that it is 
not me you are to blame, but the ſiroce 
wind. This will put me much at my eaſe , 
and will ſave us a world of time in apologies, 
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have been endeayouring to get ſome 
account of the cauſe of this very ſingular 


\ 


bes. [ality of the firocc ; but the people here 
h the ldom think of accounting for any thing, 
tle in d I do not find, notwithſtanding its re- f 
iſhed, iarkable effects, that it has ever yet been 


mon n object of inquiry amongſt them. 


mort; 2 | | 
b exo. 1 have not obſerved that the ſiroce makes 
plas Iny remarkable change in the barometer. 
hen it firſt ſet in, the mercury fell 
bout a line and a half; and has continued 
r leſs nuch about the ſame height ever ſince; 
is to] ut the thermometer was at 43 the morning 
d. A began, and roſe almoſt immediately to 
with; and for theſe two days paſt it has been 
rocc, t 70 and 71. However, it is certainly not 
Imoſt he warmth of this wind, that renders it 
„ Alo oppreſſive to the ſpirits; it is rather the 
ig its ant of that genial quality, which is ſo 
flat MW&nlivening ; and which ever renders the 
hraſe Weſtern breeze ſo agreeable : The ſpring 
«Era and elaſticity of the air ſeems to be loſt WE 5, 
Jas nd that adive principle which animates all 
make Wature , appears to be dead. This principle 
and we have ſometimes. ſuppoſed to be nor 
kind elſe than the ſubtle electric fluid that th 
it is ir uſually contains; and indeed, we have 
irocel found, that during this wind, it appears to 
aſe Ne almoſt annihilated, or at leaſt, its activity 
gies, xceedingly reduced. Veſterday, and to- 
day, we have been attempting to make 
ome ¶ ſome electrical experiments; but I never before 


found the air ſo unfavourable 1 them. 


7 


: - 
e ; 


8 A TOUR THROUGH 
Sea-bathing we have found to be the be 
antidote againſt the effects of the ſiroce j 
and this we certainly enjoy in great per 
tection. Lord Fortroſe , who is the ſoul off 
our colony here, has provided a large 
commodious boat for this purpoſe. We meet. 
every morning at eight o'clock, and row 
about half a mile out to ſea, where wel 
ſtrip and plunge into the water: Were iti 
not for this, we ſhould all of us have been 
as bad as the French marquis. My lord has n 
ten watermen, who are in reality a ſort off 
amphibious animals, as they live one halt 

the ſummer in the ſea. Three or four of 

theſe generally go in with us, to pick 
up ſtragglers , and ſecure us from all acci- 
dents. They dive with eaſe to the depth 
of forty, and ſometimes of fifty feet ; and 
bring up quantities of excellent ſhellfiſh 
during the ſummer months; but ſo great 
is their devotion , that every time they i 
. go down they make the ſign of the croſs, 
and mutter an Ave Maria, without which 
they think they ſhould certainly be drown- 
ed; and were not a little ſcandalized at us 
for omitting this ceremony. To -accuſtom 
us to ſwimming in all circumſtances , m 
Jord has provided a ſuit of clothes, whic 
we wear by turns; and from a very ſhort 
practice, we have found it almoſt as com- 
modious to ſwim with as without them; 
we have likewiſe learned to ſtrip in the 
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F ter, and find it no very difficult matter: 
roce nd 1 am fully perſuaded}, from being ac- 
Per: tomed to this kind of exerciſe, that in 

Wc of ſhipwreck we ſhould have greatly 
We advantage over thoſe who had never 
meets: atiſed it; for it is by the embarraſſment 
10S om the clothes, and the agitation that 
eg eople are thrown into, from finding them- 
Te Agelves in a fituation they had never ex- 
erienced before, that ſo many lives are loſt 


hahn the water. 

rt of B+ I e IC l . | 

half Aster bathing , we have an © Engliſh 
ol reakfaſt ar his lordſhip's; and after break= 
pick Wt, a delightful little concert, which laſts 
ect or an hour and a half, Barbella, the 
pthweeteſt fiddle in Italy, leads our little 
and Pand. This party, I think , conſtitutes one 
ul rincipal part of the pleaſure we enjoy at 


aples. We have likewiſe ſome very a- 


ey greeable ſociety amongſt ourſelves, though 
. e cannot boaſt much of that with the 
ich | 


good people amongſt them; but in general, 
us lthere is ſo very little analogy betwixt an 
om Engliſh and a Neapolitan mind, that the 
4 e ſocial harmony, that great ſweetener 


f human life, can ſeldom be produced. In 
ieu of this, (the exchange you will fay is 


m but a bad one) the country round Naples 

1 abounds ſo much in evefy thing that is 

curious, both in art and S affords 
5 3555 


nhabitants. There are to be ſure many , 


* 428 1 


10 A TOUR THROUGH | 

ſo ample a field of ſpeculation: for the nas 
turaliſt and antiquary, that a perſon of any 
curioſity may ſpend ſome months here very 
agreeably , and not without profit. 


Beſides the diſcoveries of Herculaneumi 
and Pompeia, which, of themſelves, af 
ford a great fund of entertainment, the 
whole coaſt that ſurrounds this beautiful 
bay, particularly that near Puzzoly, Cuma, 
1 Micenum, and Baia, is covered with innu- 
10 merable monuments of Roman magnifi- 
0 cence. But, alas ! how are the mighty 
| fallen! This delightful coaſt, once the 
Wo. garden of all Italy, and inhabited only by 
= the rich, the gay, and luxurious, is now 
thi +, abandoned to the pooreſt and moſt miſe» 
Ml rable of mortals. Perhaps, there is no ſpot 8 

k on the globe, that has undergone ſo thor» 

ough a change; or that can exhibit . {6 

ſtriking a picture of the vanity of human 

andeur, Thoſe very walls that once 
odged a Cæſar, a Lucullus, an Anthony, 
the richeſt and moſt voluptuous of man- 
kind; are now occupied by the very mean- 
eſt and moſt indigent wretches on earth, 
who are actually ſtarving for want in thoſe 
very e that were the ſcenes of the 
greateſt luxury. There we are told that 
1 3 were frequently given, that coſt 
y thouſand pounds; and ſome, that even 

amounted to double that ſumn. 
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SICILY and MALTA * 
e n The luxury indeed of Baia was ſo great, 


any lat it became a proverb, even amongſt the 
very xurious Romans themſelves; and, at Rome, | 
e often find them upbraiding with effeminacy 7 
ad epicuriſm, thoſe who ſpent much of their 
eum me in this ſcene of - delights Clodius 
„ a6 rows it in Cicero's teeth more than once: 

the nd that orator's having purchaſed a villa 
itiful ere, hurt him not a little in the opinion 
ma, f the 2 and more auſtere part of the 
anus nate. The walls of theſe palaces ſtill remain, 
-nifi- nd the poor peaſants, in ſome places, have 
zhty uilt up their miſerable huts within them; 

the ut, at preſent, there is not one gentleman 
by r man of faſhion reſiding in any part of 
10 is country; the former ſtate of which, 
iſes ompared with the preſent, certainly makes 
ſpot Ihe moſt ſtriking contraſt imaginable. Veſter- 
1or- ay we rode over the greateſt part of it a 
16 ooting porcupines, a new ſpecies of di- 
nan Nerſion, which I had never heard of before. 


e killed ſeveral of theſe animals on the _ 
onte Barbaro, the place that formerly 


7, 
an- Produced the Falernian wine, but now a 
an- barren waſte. I don't know if you are ac- 
th, uainted with this kind of ſport. To me, 


0 


I own. its novelty was its. teſt merit; 
and I would not 3 bee eee a day of 
partridge for a month of porcupine ſhoot- 
ing. Neither indeed is the fleſh of theſe 
animals the moſt delicious in the world, 
though to-day moſt of us have 7 * upon 


Kee 


. 


12 A TOURT HROUGH 
it. It is extremely luſcious , and ſoon palls 


upon the appetite, 


= © 


We are now going to lay in our ſea-· ſtore 
as there is ſome probability that we ſhall 
fail in a day or two.—Farewell—-you ſhall 
hear from me again at Meſſina, if we are 
not ſwallowed up by Charybdis. 


{4 „EAT 1L 


F. | On Board the Charming Molly, off 
190 the Iſland of Capre, May 15. 


JD 
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0 | W E have now begun our expedition with 
| every auſpicious omen. This morning the 
_ melancholy firocc left us; and in place of 
it we have gotten a fine briſk tramontane 
(or North wind) which in a few hours 
blew away all our vapours, and made us 
wonder how much the happineſs of mankind 
depends on a blaſt of wind. After eating a 
hearty dinner with many of our friends at 
Mr. Walters „and drinking plentifully of 
his excellent burgundy, we took leave in 
the higheſt ſpirits. Had the ſirocc blown as 
Jeſterday, we ſhould probably have been 
in tears; and not one of us would have 
ſuſpected that we were crying, only becauſe 

the wind was in the ſouth. We are not apt 
to ſuppoſe it; but probably a great part of 

our pleaſures and pains depend upon ſuch 
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rivial cauſes, though always aſeribed to 
omething elſe; few people being willing 
43g o own themſelves like a weathercock , 
tore ffected by every blaſt. Indeed we ſhould 
ſhalllave naturally imputed it to the grief of 
thallWarting with that excellent family whom 
are ou know ſo well; which no — could 
ver leave without regret, or ſee without 
pleaſure; but the agreeable proſpect of ſoon 
eeting nn , ( probably better qualified ro 
amuſe and entertain them) abſorbed all me- 


. 
pall 


off Wancholy thoughts; and even added to that 

; par „which the delightful tour before 
11 s had already inſpiree0. 
vit ee e 19065, AR 
the We ſailed at five; and after Si our 
of arewel - ſignals to our friends on ſhore; 


ine Wl whom we diſcovered with our glaſſes at 
urs me miles diſtance) we ſoon found our- 
us ſelves in the middle of the bay of Naples, 
nd ſurrounded by the moſt beautiful ſcenery 
> a in the world. It fell calm for an hour, on 
at Wpurpoſe to give us time to contemplate all 
of Wits beauties, bh RK De oe 


as The bay is of a circular figure; in moſt 

n places upwards of 20 miles in diameter; 

e ſo that including all its breaks and inequa- 

e lities , the circumference is conſiderably 

It more than 60 miles. The whole of this 

ft. WF ſpace is ſo wonderfully diverſified, by all 
the riches both of art and nature, that 
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there is ſcarce an object wanting to rende 
the ſcene complete; and it is hard to ſay 
whether the view is more pleaſing from 
the ſingularity of many of theſe objects 
or from the incredible: variety of the whole 
Vou ſee an amazing mixture of the antient 
and modern; ſome riſing to fame, and 
ſome ſinking to ruin. Palaces reared over 
the tops of the palaces, and ancient mag 
nificence trampled under foot—by moderalſi 
folly.——Mountains and "iſlands, that were 
celebrated for their fertility, changed intd 
barren -waſtes ; and barren waſtes into fer- 
tile fields and rich. vineyards. Mountains 
ſunk into plains, and plains ſwelled into 
mountains. Lakes drunk up by volcanos, 
and extinguiſhed volcanos turned into lakes; 
The earth ſtill ſmoaking in many places; 
and in others throwing out flame, —— In 
ſhort, Nature ſeems to have formed this 
coaſt in her moſt capricious mood; for 
every object is a luſus naturæ. She never 
ſeems to have gone ſeriouſly to work; but 
to have devoted this ſpot to the moſt unli- 
mited indulgence of caprice and frolick. 


The bay is ſhut out from the Mediters| 
ranean by the iſland of Caprè, fo: famous 
for the abode of Auguſtus; and afterwards 
fo infamous for that of Tiberius. A little 
to the weſt lie thoſe of Iſchia, Procida, 
and Niſida; the celebrated promontory of 
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icenum, where Eneas landed ; the claſ- 


eh all the variety of ſcenery that formed 
| Wncicnts ; the Campi Phlegrei + On burning 
ains where Jupiter overcame the giants 
e Monte Novo; formed of late Jann FN | 
re; the Monte Barbaro ; the pictureſque 
ty of Puzzoli, with the Solfaterra ſmoak - 
g above it; the beautiful promontory, of 
Waulillippe , exhibiting, the fineſt ſcenery 
at can be imagined ; the great and opu: 
; ent city of Naples, with its three caſtles, 
harbour full of ſhips-from every nation; 
Ws palaces , churches , and convents innu- 
erable. The rich country from thence 
Wo Portici, covered with noble houſes and 
ardens, and appearing, only a continuation 
f the city. The palace of the king, with 
nany others ſurrounding} it, all built over 
he roofs of thoſe of Herculaneum, buried 
hear a hundred feet, by the eruptions of 
Veſuvius. The black fields of lava that 
ave run from that mountain, intermixed 
ith gardens, vine yards, and orchards. 
eſuvius itſelf, in the back ground of the 
ſcene , diſcharging volumes of fire and 
ſmoak , and forming a, broad track in the 
Wir over our heads, extending without 
being broken or diſſipated to the utmoſt 
96 of the horizon. A variety of beau- 
[tiful towns and villages, round the baſe of _ 
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— 


the mountain; thoughtleſs of the impendill 
ing ruin that daily; threatens them! Somellihd 
of hell are reared over the very roofs an 
Pompeia and Stabia, where Pliny periſhed 
and with their foundations have pierced 
through the ſacred abodes of the ancien e- 
Romans; thouſands of - whom lie "buried 
here, the victims of this inexorable mou hu 
tain, Next follows the extenſive and re. 
mantic coaſt of Caſtello Mare, Soôrren- 
tum, and Mola; diverſified with every 
pictureſque object in nature. It was the 
ſtudy of this wild and beautiful country 
that formed our greateſt landſcape-painters, 
This was the ſchool of Pouſſin and Salvator 
| Roſa, but more particularly of the laſt, 
9 who compoſed many of his moſt celebrated 
1 ow from the hold craggy rocks that 
; urround this coaſt; and no doubt it was 
from the daily contemplation of theſe ro- 
mantic objects, that they ſtored their minds 
with that variety of ideas they have com- 
municated to the world with ſuch elegance 


— 
* 


an their works. 274, 


Now, ſhould I tell you that this extens 
five coaſt, this prodigious variety of moun- 
tains, valleys, promontories and iſlands, 
covered with an everlaſting verdure; and 
loaded with the richeſt fruits; is all the 
produce of ſubterraneous fire; it would 
require, I am afraid, too great a firetch of 


ET om my 
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pendWch to believe me; yet the fact is certain; 
Some d can only be doubted by thoſe who have 
ofs Wanted time or- curioſity to examine. its 
hed is firange , you will ſay, that nature 


ercedWhould make uſe of the ſame agent 

cient cate as to deſtroy ; and that what has 
iy been looked upon as the conſumer of 
ounWWuntries, is in fact the very power that 
oduces them. Indeed, this part of our 
rren. rth ſeems already to have undergone the 


very ntence pronounced upon the whole of it: 
the ut, like the phoenix, has riſen again from 
ntry own aſhes, in much greater beauty and 
ters, lendour than before it was conſumed. The 


aces of theſe dreadful conflagrations are 


aſt, ill conſpicuous in every corner; they have 
ited en violent in their operations, but in 
that ie end have proved ſalutary in their effects. 
was he fire in many places is not yet extinguiſhed, 
ro- ut Veſuvius is now the only ſpot where 
nds WW rages with any degree of activity. 

ok e 


Mr. Hamilton, our miniſter here, who 

s no leſs diſtinguiſhed in the learned, than 

n the polite world, has lately examined 

t with a truly philoſophic eye, and this is 

he reſult of all his obſervations; however, 
it preſent, I only fit down to give you an 
ccount of the proſpe& of this fungular |} 
16 ountry, and not to write its natural hiſtory; 

14 rhich would lead me into too vaſt a field: 

of WE ſhall reſerve that curious ſubject till our 


* 
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18 A TOUR THROUGH 
return; when I ſhall have more leiſure tt 
make you acquainted with it.—I beg ther, 
fore you would at leaft ſuſpend your judgy 
ment for the preſent, and do not condemy 
me before I am heard. = 


| 


After contemplating - this delightful pro 
ſpect, till ſun-ſet,, the wind ſprung up again; 
and we have now-almoſt reached Capre 
zo miles diſtant from Naples. We hay | 
juſt ſpoken with an Engliſh ſhip. They tel 
us, that the Marquis of Carmarthen, Lord 
Fortroſe, and Mr. Hamilton | obſerving the 
calm, took a boat to make us a viſit; hui 
unfortunately miſtaking their veſſel for 
ours, we have had the mortification to miſii 
The night is very dark; and mount 
Veſuvius is flaming at a dreadful rate: W 
can obſerve the red-hot ſtones thrown to ul 
vaſt height in the air; and, after their fall 
rolling ben the ſide of the mountain. Our 
ſhip is going ſo ſmooth , that we are ſcarce 
ſenſible of the motion; and if this wind 
continue, before to-morrow night we ſhall 
be in fight of Sicily. Adieu. The captain 
is making a bowl of grog, and promiſing 
us a happy voyage. a Mm 
16th. All wrong——Sick to death—Exs+ 
ecrable ſirocc wind, and directly contrary 
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ile heaving waves A plague of all ſea 
ages.— That author was ſurely right; 
o ſaid, that land voyages were much 
be. preferredu. 


17th in the morning. For theſe 24 hours 
ſt we have been groaning to one another 
again Im our beds; execrating the waves, and 
bing that we had rather been at the mercy 
all the banditti of Calabria. We are now. - 
ginning to change our tune. The ſiroce 
gone, and the wind is conſiderably fallen; 
wever, we are ſtill three woeful figures. 
r ſervants too are as ſick. and as helpleſs 
we. The captain ſays, that Philip, our 
cilian man, was frightened. out of his wits; 
ad has been praying to St. Januarius with 
| his might. He now thinks he has heard 
m, and imputes the change of the weas 
er entirely to his intereſt with his faint, 


10 288 17th. Three o'clock. Weather pleaſant 

md favourable.— A fine breeze fince ten; 
have juſt come in fight of Strombolo.— 
Pur pilot ſays it is near 20 leagues off. 
Ve have likewiſe a view of the mountains 
f Calabria, but at a very great diſtance, 
hip ſteady ; and ſea-ſickneſs almoſt gone, 


ſure ty 
ther 
ndem; 


Eleven at night. The,weather is now 
ne, and we are all well. After ſpying 
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appears to be a volcano of a very di 


the light ſeems; only to be occaſioned by 


tinued without N to illuminate the 


Sometimes a clear red flame iſſues from the 


* 3 


he 


Strombolo, by degrees we came in ſight! 
the reſt of the Lipari iſlands, and part 
the coaſt of Sicily. Theſe iſlands are ve 
pictureſque, and ſeveral of them ſtill en 
Imoak, particularly Volcano and Yocandff 
lo ; but none of them, for ſome ages pal 
except Strombolo, have made any eri 
tions of fire. We are juſt now lying wit 
in about three miles of that curious iſland 
and can ſee its operations e 

Eren 
nature from Veſuvius, the exploſions 
which ſucceed one another with ſome "den 
gree of regularity , and have no great 
riety of duration. Now I have been ob 
ſerving Strombolo, ever fince it fell dark 
with a good deal of pleaſure, but not with 
out ſome degree of perplexity , as I canno 
account for its variety. Sometimes its e 
ploſions reſemble thoſe of Veſuvius, anal 


the quantity of fiery ſtones thrown into th 
air; and as ſoon as theſe have fallen down i 
it appears to be extinguiſhed, till another 
exploſion cauſes a freſh illumination: Th 
I have.obſerved always to be the caſe with 
Veſuvius; except when the lava has riſen 


to the ſummit of the mountain, and con- 


air around it.— The light from Strombolg 
evidently depends on ſome other cauſe. 


SICILY and. MALTA. 
r of the mountain, and continues to 
without interruption, for near the 
> of half an hour. The fire is of a 
rent colour from the exploſions of 
es, and is evidently produced from a 
rent cauſe, It would ſeem as if ſome 
mmable ſubſtance were ſuddenly kin- 
up in the bowels of the mountain, It 
tended with no noiſe, nor " exploſion 
we are ſenſible of. It has now fallen 
„ and we ſhall probably have an op- 


ons tunity of examining this volcano more 
ie de utely to-morrow. We were told at 


les that it had lately made a violent 
Wption , and had begun to form a new 
id at ſome little diſtance from the old; 

Ich piece of intelligence was one of our 
at inducements to this expedition. We 
k we have diſcovered this iſland, as we 
e obſerved ſeveral times the appearance 
a ſmall flame ariſing out of the ſea, 
he ttle to the ſouth - weſt of Strombolo; 
ſuppoſe it muſt have iſſued from this 

0 land; but it is poſſible this light may 

e from the lower part of the iſland of 
ombolo itſelf. We ſhall ſee to - morrow. 


% 


n, Z r 1 . a e 
con- 8th. We are | till off Strombolo, but 
the ortunately at preſent it intercepts the 
bole v of that ſpot from whence we ob- 


red the flame to ariſe, and we can ſee 
appearance of any new iſland, nor in- 


to be different from Veſuvius, and all thy 


mountain. That pf Strombolo is on its ſide 


entirely compoſed of the ſame ſort of afhi 


rupted diſcharge from the mountain; for d 


| ſeems now almoſt extinct, and the force 


throwing out volumes of ſmoak , but during 


* 
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deed of any lava that has of late ſprun 
from the old one. We have a diſſinct vie 
of the crater of Strombolo, which ſeem 


old volcanos that ſurround Naples. Of theſe 
the craters are without exception in th 
center, and form the higheſt part of th 


and not within 200 yards of its ſummit 
From the crater to the ſea, the iſland 1 


and burnt. matter as the conical part 0 
Veſuvius ; and the quantity of this matte 
is perpetually increaſing, from the uninter 


all the volcanos we read of, Strombolo ſeem 
to be the only one that burns without ceaſing 
Etna and Veſuvius often lie quiet for many 
months, even years, without the leaſt ap 
pearance of fire, but Strombolo is ever 
work, and for ages paſt has been locke 
upon as the great light-houſe of theſe ſeas 


It is truly wonderful, how ſuch a cor 
ſtant and immenſe fire is maintained fe 
thouſands of years, in the midſt of the 
ocean | That of the other Lipari iſlands 


of the whole to be concentered in Strom 
bolo, which acts as one great vent to them 
all. We ſtill obſerve Volcano and Volcanelk 


* 
* 


e whole night we could not perceive the 
alt ſpark of fire from either of them. 


It is probable, that Strombolo, as well 

all the reſt of theſe iſlands, is originally 
e work of ſubterraneous fire. The mat⸗- 
Fr of which they are compoſed, in a man- 

er demonſtrates this; and many of the 
icilian authors confirm it. There are now. 
even of them in all; and none of the an- 
ents mention more than ſeven. Fazzello, 

ne of the beſt Scilian authors, gives an 
count of the production of Volcano ,now 
ne of the moſt conſiderable of theſe iſlands. 

e ſays it happened in the early time of 

he republick, and is recorded by Euſebius, 
Pliny, and others. He adds, that even in 
Wis time, in the beginning of the 16th cen- 
ry, it ſtill diſcharged quantities of fire and 
of pumice ſtones; but that in the preceding 
entury , in the year 1444, on the 5th 
ebruary , there had been a very great 
ruption of this iſland , which ſhook all 
dicily, and alarmed the coaſt of — 2 1 as 
ar as Naples. He ſays the ſea boiled all 
around the iſland, and rocks of a vaſt ſize 
ere diſcharged from the crater; that fire 
and ſmoke in many places pierced through 
he waves, and that the navigation amongſt 
heſe iſlands was totally changed; rocks 
appearing where it was formerly deep water; 
and many of the ſtraits and ſhallows were 
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entirely filled up. He obſerves, that Ariſtotle 
in his book on meteors, takes notice of 
very early eruption of this iſland, by which 
not only the coaſt of Sicily, but like wis 
many cities in Italy were covered with aſhes 
It has probably been that very eruption whit 
formed the iſland. He deſcribes Strombol 
to have been, in{his time, pretty much thi 
_ ſame as at this day; only that it then pre 
| duced a great quantity o Jeon, which | 
| not now the cafe. The greateſt part 0 
7G it appears to be barren. On the north ſid 
| 
| 


there are a few vineyards; but they arg 
very meagre: Oppolite to theſe , there is 


| a rock at ſome diſtance from land; it ſeem 
| to be entirely of lava, and is not leſs thay 
ö 50 or 60 feet above the water. 8 
8 | Pr, 
| The whole iſland of Strombolo is 

ml mountain that riſes 3 from the ſeaj 

Ait is about ten miles round, and is not © 
| the exact conical form, ſuppoſed common 
to all volcanos. We were determined td 
have landed on the iſland, and to have at 
tempted to examine the volcano; but o 
Sicilian pilot aſſures us, that the crater 1 
not only inacceſſible ( which indeed I owt 
it appears to be) but that we ſhall likewiſe 
be obliged to perform a quarantine of 4 
hours at Meſſina; and that beſides , 'wE 
ſhould run a great riſk of being attacked 
'by the natives, who are little better than 
| na. ſavages, 
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otle wages, and Wesen on oa alarm” againſt 
of Whe Turks. ——On weighing theſe" r Bass 
hind putting the queſtion, it wes "RIEL IE 
wil proceed on our wee B ange 


\ 4 
n. 


hic 1 „ i whack Ne Be 
bol eave this curious iſland, without being 
th etter acquainted with ie. 1 have been 


an ſce no marks of the eruption we heard 


t V much of at Naples; indeed, the ſoutk- 
Neeſt part, where we ſaw the appearance E 


re, is ſtill hid from us by the int 
ion of the iſland; and if there has 


t 15 probable we ſhall never be able to 
earn whether there has been one or not; 
or, at leaſt, to make ourſelves maſters of 


ſea events of that kind do not make ſuch a2 

t offMoiſe in this ignorant and indolent con 

mon{Wry , as the blowing of an aloe, or a geoſe- 
Perry buſh at Chriſtmas, does i in Eng 85 

Strombolo riſes to a great height; 2 

ays, higher than Veſuvius; but nk be 

s miſtaken.” Both the captain and he . 


viſe he diſtance of 25 le and that at night 
ts flames are to be Aill much farther; 
o that its viſible horizon cannot be leſs 


han conſiderable elevation. 
4-8" Vor. . | ; B ; 


4 


ooking with a good glaſs all round; but 
emſWn eruption, it was certainly on that ſide: : 


ny of the particulars relating 10 it; for i 


JW hat in clear weather. it is diſcoverablè at 


ked oy 500 miles, which wil N a win 
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The. rexanue «theſe: iſlands. bring to che! 
e ea means. inc 5 
dexable. uce great quantities 
alum, ſulphur, nitre, cinnabar, and moſt 
ſorts of fruits, particularl J raiſins, currants, 
and ſigs in great perfection; ſome of their 
wines are likewiſe much eſteemed ; particus- 
larly. the Wirte, J OD Ln all over 
Europe. 1 5 1 K * 


The, land of Ae 68 . which. all 
the reſt take the name) is by much the 
largeſt, as well as the moſt fertila, By the 
deſeription of Ariſtotle, it appears that it was 
in: his time, What 1 is in ours, 
conſidered by ſailors as allight· houſe, as its 
fires. were never extingui 244. has not 
ſuffered from. — fires, for many 
ages paſti, though it every where bears the 
marks of its former tate: This:is: the iſland 
ſuppoſed by Virgil (ho is one: of our tras 
velling companions) to be the hahitation . of 
olus; but indeed all of them were formerly 
called Zolian: As they were full of val 
caverns, . the poet 

ay | 


feigned that; kept the winds pri- A. 
ſoners: here; and leti them: out at: his pleas ff 4A 
ſure. This allegorical fiction is of — I. 


both to Virgil — Homer; when t 
to make a ſtorm, and forms no — T 
patta{theinmechinery A goddeis has nothing II 
to do but _ a flight to + the Lipari anda Fr 
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and olus, who was the very pink of courte- 
y, has alwaysa Nee i neee 


4 


Homer indeed; 40 arting aach ann u. 
ſual dignity , ſuppoſe s that Zolus kept the | 
inds here, each tied up in their reſpective 
bags; and when any particular wind was 
demanded, he made them a preſent of a 
dag full of it, to uſe at diſcretion. Some of © 
he ancient ' hiſtorians (Diodorus T think) 
ays that this fable took its riſe from a 
king named Æolus; who, from obſerving or 
he ſmoke of theſe burniog iflands, and other. 
phænomena attending them, had learned to 
oretel the weather ; and from thence % 


ad to "WY the command of the winds,” 


The forge of Vulcan too | has — js — 
poſed by t el to be placed in Hiera, | 
one of theſe i ds. Virgil 1 kad him here, 
o make the celeſtial armour for Æneas, 25 
and gives a noble deſcription of this gloomy 
habitation , where he found t e 


buſy. forging a thunderbolt for Jupiter; t 


Amid the Heſperian and Sicilian flood, qi 
All black with ſmoke, arocky iſland ſtood, 
Thedark 2 land, the region of” the 5 
Heret e grim Cy clops in Vaults 8 | 
The huge Zolian yclops ply. quilts pro — 's 
Th' eternal anvils ring the dungeon oer; 
From ſide to ſide che ery caverns roar , &c. 
Ba 4 a 


g 4 
Wy | 


* 
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bee 5 Eigen in very fager f. W 


iſland is now called Volcano, the ſame that 
is recorded to have been produced by fire 
in the time of the Republic. So that Virgil 
commits here a very great anachroniſm; 
in ſending Vulcan to a place which at that 
time did not exiſt, nor for many ages after. 
But this bold N licence he amply 
repays us for, by the fine deſcription. he 


gives of it. Theſe iſlands, he ſays, wers 


[1 


called Volcanian as well as Æolian: 


» /Volcani domus, et Volcania nomine tellus y, 
So that the change of the name from Hiera 


to Volcano was a, very natural one. This 
is the iſland that Pliny calls Teraſia; and 
both Strabo and he give an account of its 
production. 5 . 
P: ES | 3. 1 
10th. Found ourſelves within half a mile 
of the coaſt of Dy „Which is low, but 
fmely variegated. The oppofite coaſt of Ca- 
labria is very high, and the mountains are 
covered with the fineſt verdure. It was almoſt 
a dead calm, our fhip ſcarce moving half 
7 Beneath their hands, tremendous to ſurvey 
1 Half rough, half form'd, the dreadful engine _ 
Three points of rain; three forks of hail conſpire; 
Three er wig wind, and three were barb'd 
with fire. 1 7 


= 


The maſs they temper'd thick with livid rays, 
Fear, wrath, and terror, and the lightning's RD 
3 „„ IE e SO ITT, 
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2 mile in an hour, ſo that we had time to 
et a complete view of the famous rock of 
Seylla , on the Calabrian ſide}, Cape Pylorus 
on the Sicilian, and the celebrated Straits of 
the Faro that runs between them. Whilſt we 
were ſtill ſome miles diſtant from the entry 
of the Straits, we heard the roaring of the 
current, like the ñgiſe of ſome large impe- 
tuous river confined between narrow banks, 
This increaſed in proportion as we advanced, 
till we ſaw the water in many places raiſed 
to a conſiderable height, and forming large 
eddies or whirlpools. The ſea in every other 
place was as ſmooth as glaſs. Our old pilot 
told us, that he had often ſeen ſhips: caught 
in theſe _— 7 n whirled ae Nees | 
reat rapidity, without obeying t "0 
in the ſmallelt degree. ben the weather 
is calm, there is little danger; but when the 
waves meet with this violent current, it 
makes a dreadful ſea. He ſays, there were 
five ſhips. wrecked in this ſpgt laſt winter. 
We obſeryed that the current ſet exactly 
for the rock of Scylla, and would infallibly 
have carried any thing thrown into it againſt 
that point; ſo that it was not without reaſon 
the ancients have painted it as an object 
of ſuch terror. It is about a mile from the 
entry of the Faro, and forms a ſmall pro- 
montory , which runs a little out to ſea, 
and meets the whole force of the waters, 
as they come out of the W Ws part of 


—— e * 
% 
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the Straits. The head of this promontory 
the famous Scylla. It muſt be owned that 
does not altogether come up to the form 
dable deſcription that Homer gives of nt 

the reading of which (like that of Shakes 
pe s Cc) elmoſt makes one's head giddy 

\Ncinher is the paſſage ſo wondrous 'narroy 
and difficult as he makes it. Indeed it i 
probable that the breadth of it is great 
_ Increaſed ſince his time, by the violent im 
2 of the current. And this violente 
too muſt have always diminiſhed, in proportioi 
as the breadth of the channel increaſed. 


Our pilot ſays, there are many ſmall 
rocks that ſhew their heads near the ba 
of the large one. Theſe are probably the 
dogs that are deſcribed as howling ' routid 
the monſter Scylla. There are likewiſe man 
caverns that add greatly to the noiſe of thi 


water, and tend till to increaſe the horg © 
of the ſcene. The rock is near 200 fer n. 


high. There is a kind of caſtle or fort buff v 
on its ſummit; and the town of Scylla , ol <: 
Sciglio, containing three or four hundred 1< 
inhabitants, ſtands on its ſouth fide, an © 
gives the title of prince to a Calebreſe fu © 
mily. : „ : OS yr 


As the current was directly againſt us m 
we were obliged to lie to, for ſome hours * 
a 


till it turned. The motion of the wate 


ceaſed for Aa ooh time, ee in 1 | 
it began in oppoſite direction, thoug 
1 ſuch violence. We 1 p- 
polite to Cape Pylorus; (where . 
houſe is now built ). It is ſaid — 7s 
thus named by Hannibal, in re - 
to Pelorus, his pilot; for having put him to 
death on this ſpot, on a falſe fuſpiciom of 
his wanting to betray him: For him- 
ſelf land-locked: on all fades, he thought 
there was no: eſcaping, and that Pelorus 
had been bribed to deliver him up; but zas 
ſoon as he diſcovered the Straits; he re- 

pented of his raſhneſs; and ſome years 
— erected a ſtatue here, in atone- ] 
ment to the manes of Pelorus.* | 
Mela tells this ſtory z from whence he 'Uraws 
two very wiſe inferences: That Hannibal 
muſt have been extremely path paſſionate; hag 
that he knew nothing —— = pedgrap 
Others deny this 'antho — 2 
named Pelorus from 5 „ who 
was 'drowned- near to this" place; but there 
can be no ſort of foundation for this con- 
jecture; for Vliſſes whole ore weredrown- 
ed at the ſame time, and he himſelf was 
driven through theſe Straits, mounted on 
the broken maſt of his ſhip. It is ke moſt 
diſputes amongſt antiquaries, *a matter of 
mighty little conſequence; and 1 leave ydu 
at full liberty to chuſe whic ol dhe two 
accounts 3 1 300 3 Son 

B 4 
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From hence we had an opportunity of 
_ obſerving a pretty large portion, of Calabria; 
which formerly conſtituted a confiderahl 
part of that celebrated country, known by 
ſſttzhe name of Great Greece, and looked 
upon as one of the moſt fertile in the em 
pPire. Theſe. beautiful hills and mountain 
p 0 3 _ por wars bruſh-wood to 
the very fummit ; and appear pretty much 
nin the Ge. as . he. wilder 
America that are juſt beginning to be cu 
tivated. Some little ſpots where the woods 
are cleared away, juſt ſerve to ſhew the 
natural fertility of the ſoil; and what this 
country might Joon be brought to, Were 
induſtry and population encouraged; but 
it ſtill remains a good deal in the ſame 
ſituation as when the barbarous nations left 
it; and I believe it is hard to ſay, whether 
their tyranny or that of Spain has been 
the moſt oppreſſive. After the invaſion 0 
thoſe nations, and during the time of the 
dark and barbarous ages, this country (like 
many others) from the higheſt fate! of cul 
ture and civilization, became a wild aud a 
barren wilderneſs, overgrown with thickets a 
and foreſts; and indeed, ſince the revival c 
of arts and agriculture, perhaps of all Eu- b 
rope this is the country that has proſitedi t 
the leaſt; retaining ſtill, both in the wildneſ t. 
ol its fields and ferocity of its inhabitanta, MW C 
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met with any where elfe. Some of theſe 
foreſts are of a vaſt extent and abſolutely 
impenetrable; and no doubt conceal in their 
thickets many valuable monuments of its 
ancient magnificence. Of this indeed we have 
a very recent proof in the diſcovery of 
Peſtum, a Grecian city, that had not been 
heard of for many ages; till of late, ſome 
of its lofty temples were ſeen, peeping over 
the tops of the woods; upbraiding mankind | 
for their ſhameful neglect; and calling upon  - 
them to bring it once more to light. Ac- 


cordingly curioſity, and the hopes of gain, 
a ſtill. more powerful motive, ſoon opened 
a paſſage, and expoſed to view theſe va- 
luable and reſpectable relics. But here it 
would be out of place to give you an a- 
count of them; 1 ſhall reſerve. that till my 
return. 11 ky, 23 21 ; 633 | 


t C7 1 


As ſoon às our ſhip 


* 


Fe N „ Aru 
enter 

we were carried along with great velocity 
1 towards Meſſina, which is twelve. miles 
deu from the entry of the Straits. However, 
aud as the paſſage widens in proportion as you 
ket advance, the current of conſequence be- 
wal comes leſs rapid. At Meſſina it is four miles 
Eu-. broad. At the mouth of the Straits betwixt 
fred the promontories of Pelorus in Sicily, and 
nels the Coda de Volpe (or the Fox's Tail) in 
ats Calabria, it appears. ſcarcely to be a mile. 
„e Moſt of the ancient writers N opinion 


7 Pd 5 . 
ed the « 4 40 1 WY 
1 the current, 
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that Sicily was 3 joined to the cons 
tinent in this ſpot, and that the ſeparation 
-muſt have been made by ſome yiolentcon- 
- +yulſion of the earth. If this is true, which 
indeed does not appear improbable , it muſt 
have happened far beyound the reach of 
all hiſtorians, as none of them, at leaſt 
that I have ſeen, pretend any thing but 
conjecture for the foundation of their opi- 
nion. Indeed Claudian (were credit to be 
given to pots) ſays poſitivel /, 
1580 „ Trinacria quondiuim 
e +» Ttaliz pars una fuit /. I 
And Virgil too, in his third Eneid , tells 
„ 11/1: 1) --- 645 9:46 
„ Hec loca vi quondam, et vaſta convulfa 
u ruina, &c. e itt e: N n 
Pliny, Strabo, Diodorus, and many others, 
both hiſtorians and philoſophers, axe of the 
ſame ſentiments, ot pretend that the ſtrata 
in the oppoſite ſides of the Straits perfectiy 
correſpond : like the white rocks near Dover 
and Boulogne, which have given riſe to 
an opinion of the ſame kind However', 
the ſimilarity in that caſe, is much more 
ſtriking to the eye at leaſt than in this. 


The approach to Meſſina is the fineſt that 
can be imagined ; it is not ſo grand as that 
of Naples, but it is much more beautiful, 
and the key exceeds any thing I have ever 


% 


« 


e 2 


obliged to perform a long quarantine, Whilſt 


e were 


juſt time to 
- mock , and 


1 


ſpace of an Italian mile. 
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yet ſeen, even in Holland. I. is-built in 
the form of a 3 3 | 

A range magnif ent: 8 „ f 
ſtories high, and; exactly uniform. for, the 
he ſtreet betwint 
theſe and the ſea is about an hundred fert 


wide, and forms one of the moſt deli pro 


walks in the world. It embys the | 
and commands the moſt chutifal proche: 

to the morning Gan 
. — 


bulings i. lis 


a current in e air, that. renders this one 


of the cooleſt habitations in _— 


; 14 4 8 . 


23 


| We cast 1 eee eee 


near the —— of this-encharited Jamacitele , 


the beauty 
but our 4 Was 


out | 
vants had been omitted in our bills beach; 
and an aſſurance from the captain, that if 
he was diſcovered we dertaidly be 


deliber upon this w 
matter . 
of the healch-ofhce a us. We had 
ped u im n ham- 
E the hatches ; 
with. | onders . . 4 ſentth , 


"as Gon mores by „„ 
diſcovery that the name of on 
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and not to appear again above deck tl 
he ſhould be called. The poor fellow Ws 
obliged to keep in his hole till it was dark, 
as our conſul and ſome people of the health 
office ſtayed on board much longer than W 
could have wiſhed, and we are ftillobliged 
to — — for if he be 1 
vpe oba et into a very bad ſcrape, 
1 They heb Slane 14 ly ſtrict here in this rel. 
pect: and indeed they have great reaſon 0 
be fo; ſince this beautiful city was almoſt 
annihilated by the plague in the year 1744, 
when upwards of 50,000 people are ſaid 0 
have died in it and its diſtrict in the ſpace 


of a few months. 

We have now got on ſhore, and are lodg- 
ed in the moſt wretched of inns; although 
ſaid to be a firſt-rate one for Sicily: but we 
are contented; for ſurely after bad * 
accommodation and ſea- ſickneſs, any houſe if : 
will appear 'a palace, and any bit of dtn its 
knd a paradiſe. © 2 2 556] 4 oe 


1 ſhall ſend this off by the poſt, Which ae 
goes to-morrow for Naples, and ſhall con: C 
tinue from day to day to give you ſome oe 
account of our tranſactions; trifling as they mn. 
are, there will probably be fomething new; m 
and it will add greatly to the pleaſure of WM di 
our expedition, to think that it has con- 
. tributed to your entertainment. Adieu. MW 3 
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LETTER! i 6 80 
Meſſina , May's, 


Tai Wn wa uk Methan i is formed by a 
ſmall promontory or neck of land that runs 
off from the eaſt end of the city, and ſe- 
parates that beautiful baſon from the reſt 
of the Straits. The ſhape of this promontory 
is that of a reaping hook, the curvature of 
mot which forms the harbour, and ſecures it from 
74%, all winds. From the ſtriking reſemblance: of 
ick o its form, the Greeks, who never gave a 
pace name that did not either deſcribe the object 
or expreſs ſome of its moſt remarkable pro- 
perties, called this place Zancle or the Sickle, 
>de-W and feigned that the fickle. of Saturn fell | 
ugh on this ſpot, and gave it its form. But the 
we Latins, who were not quite ſo fond of fa- 
* ble, changedits name to Meſſina (from maſſit, 
ule Ml 2 . becauſe of the great fertility of 
diy its fields. It is certainly one of the ſafeſt 
harbours in the world after ſhips have got 
in; but it is likewiſe one of the moſt difficult 
nch acceſs. The celebrated gulph or whirlpool of 
Un- kn bc, lies near to its entry, and often 
me occafions ſuch an inteſtine and irre | 
iey WM motion in the pin wg that the helm 
z moſt of its „and ſhips have — 


difficulty 2800 ws e Wich che faireſt 


on- wind 1 12 can blow. This whirlpool, 1 think , 
s probably formed hy the ſi Framogway 
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+48 A TOUR THROUGH © 
I-have mentioned; which. contracting 
Straits in this ſpot , muſt neceſſarily increal 
the velocity of the current; but no don 
other 3 of which we are ignorant 

concur, for this will by no means acco 
for all the appearances which it has producal 

The great noiſe occaſioned by the tumultuay 

motion of the waters in this place, mad 
the 8 it to r ſer 

. monſter | perpetually roaring for its prey 
and it 6 their — 

as the moſt tremendous paſſage in che work 
Ariſtotle gives a long and a formidable def 
- cription of it in his 125th chapter De ad miri 
- dis , which I find tranſlated in an old Sicilia 
book I have got here. It begins, « Ad 
„ profundum , hortidumque ſpectaculum, &. 
but it is too long to tranſcribe. It is likewile 
deſcribed by Homer *, 12th-of the Odyſley; 


Virgil T, 3d Tneid; Lueretius, Ovid, Sal 


X Dire Scylla there a ſcene of horror forms, 
And here Charybdis fills the deep with ſtorms: 
When the tide rushes from her rumbling caves 

The rough rock roars; tumultuous hoil the waves 
They toſs, they foam, a wild confuſion raiſe; 
Like waters hubbling o'er the f ry blaze; 
Eternal miſts obſcure th aereal plain. 
And high above the rock she fpours the main 

When in her gulphs the tushing ſea ſubſides, 

She drains the ocean with her refluent rides. 

The rock re- bellows with a thundering ſound; 

Deep, wondrous deep, below ee 

8 N 5 e POvk 

If That realm of old; a ruin huge waa rent, 
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uſt, e „ as alſo by many of the old. 
talian and Sicilian poets, who all ſpeak of 
t in terms of horror; and repreſent it as an 
object that inſpired terror, even hen looked 

on at a diſtance. It certainly is not now ſo 
ormidable; and very y , the violence 
of this motion, continued foro many ages, 
as by degrees worn ſmooth the. rugged 
rocks, and jutting ſhelves," that may have 


breadth of the Straits to0 „ in this place, 1 
make no doubt is conſiderably enlarged. 
ndeed, from the nature of thin ngs it muſt - 
be ſo; the perpetual friction occaſioned by 

the current miſt wear away the bank on 
each fide ,. and EO ay hed of the 


Water. ; as 


* * 
7 ies 


4 a 
4 wi i 


In length of ages 8 Fra continent. KEE 
With force canvulfive burſt the ifle away ; | 
Through the dread opening broke the, thunder 
ing ſea, 
At once the thundering ſea Sicilia tore, 
And ſunder'd from the fair Heſperian Shore 3 
And an the neighbouring coaſts and towns 4 
vides 
With a channels and contracted tides. 
Fierce to the right tremendous Scylla roars , | 


Charybdis on the left the flood deyours :- 
Thrice ſwallow d in her womb ſubſides the ſea, 
Deed, deep as hell; andthrice she (pours away 


From per wn bellowing gulphs diſgorg'd aa | 


Waves ate Waves, that dash againft the sky. 
158 P 1 1 To 


intercepted, and | confined the waters. The 
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The veſſels in this paſſage were ob 
to go as near as poſſible to the coaſt of U 
labria, in order to avoid the ſuction org 


proverb, ſtill applied to thoſe, who in 


„ Incidit in Scyllam, cupiens vitare Carybdich 
There is a fine fountain of white math 


Scylla and Carybdis chained, under th 
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point, which runs out to ſea, is defendel 


the lazaret , and a light-houſe to wan 


* <1 
IS 
. * 4 es. 
q a "I 


ſioned by the whirling. of the waters 
this vortex; by which means when thi 
came to the narroweſt and moſt. rapid p- 
of the Straits, betwixt Cape Pelorus an 
Scylla , they were in great danger of bein 
carried upon that rock. From whence th 


tempting to avoid one evil fall into anothes 


on the key, repreſenting Neptune holding 


emblematical figures of two ſea-monſters 
as repreſented by the poets. 14 


J 7 RP 
The little neck of land, forming th 
harbour of Meſſina, is ſtrongly fortified 
The citadel, which is indeed a very fins 
work, is built on that part which conned 


it with the main land. The farthermol 


by four ſmall forts, which command tht 
entry into the- harbour. Betwixt theſe. lis 


ſailors of their approach to Charybis:; on 
that other on Cape Pelorus is intended an 
give them notice of ScylliKa. pa 


Obli It is probably from theſe light - houſes 
7 by the Greeks called Pharoi) that the whole 
oOtce pf this celebrated Strait has been denominated 
* he Faro of Meſſina. FF 
d p- There are a number of gallies and galliots 
S ann this beautiful harbour, which ſtill add 
 beinMWercately to its beauty. Three of theſe failed 


his morning, in order to cruize round the 
iſland, and to protect it from the ſudden in- 
aſions of the Barbarians, who are often very: - 
troubleſome on the ſouth- coaſt. Theſe veſſels 
made a very pictureſque appearance as ang 
went out of the harbour; their oars moving all 
ogether , with the greateſt regularity. I think 
there are nine or ten men to each oar; and in- 
deed it appears to be the hardeſt work you 
can imagine. They all riſe, every ſtroke of 
the oar, and when they pull, they almoſt 
to exert. their utmoſt force Theſe wretches 
are Chained: to their oars, and ſleep every 
night on the bare benches, without any thing 
to throw over them. Vet, what is ſtrange, 
notwithſtanding all the miſery they ſuffer, 
I am told there was never known an inſtance 
of any of them putting themſelves to death. 
They often, indeed, confer that favour upon 
one another, but it is only in their quarrels , |, 
and by no means out of kindneſs. In a com- 
pany of Engliſh in the ſame circumſtances, 
promotion would probably go on much 
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faſter , as there would be no want of on 
cancies , provided only ropes and ie 
Were tobe hae. e me; 
Wee intended this morning to have p- 
our reſpects to the prince of Villa Frame 
the governor, and to have delivered 60 
letters; but he is gone to his country houf 
and as there are no carriages to be had 
we are obliged to Wait his arrival in tot 
— will probably be to- morrow or 


We are ſtill under a good deal of unt 
ſineſs about our ſervant, and are obliged! 
conceal him carefully from the people 
the health office, who ſeem to haunt u 
as we have met them this morning in 
our walks. Were he to be diſcovered, . 
RL ' haps: ſome of us might have the pleaſure 
16 - making a little voyage, on board one of th 
Kaallies, for our amuſement. Indeed the captidi 
9 of the ſhip, poor fellow, would run 
mm \  « greateſt riſk, whs is obliged to anfwer i 
1 0 every perſon on board. — We ſhall les 
00 this place as ſoon as poſſible ; for I do not 
v; eve there is much more to be ſeen about 


16 
os 2 
1 * 
ICS 


- 20th at night. After dinner our deprif 
' conſul (a Gictian ) carried us to ſeveral cos 
vents, where we where received by the ni 
with great politeneſs. and affability!. WM! 


7 
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onverſed with them for ſome hours through 
he grate , and found ſome: of them by no 
neans deficient , either in point of know- 
edge or ſprightlineſs; but none of them 
jad fincerity enough (which we met with 


he unhappineſs af their ſituation. All pre- 
ended to be happy and contented ind 
leclared they would not change their priſon 
or the moſtbrilliantfituation in ee. However, 
ome of them had a ſoft melancholy in their 
ountenances , that gave the he to their 
words; and I am perſuaded, in a tote- d- tate 
and on a more intimate: acquaintance, they 
vould have told a very different tory. Seve- 
il of them are extremely [handſome ; but, 


am very certain, from frequent experience, 
hat there is no artificial ornament, or ſtudied 
>mbellſhment whatever, that can produce 
alf — ſtrong = effect, as the dere ee 
imple attire of a y. young nun, 

dehind a double . — Ami- 
able, unaffected, and unadorned perſon, 
hat might have been an honour and an 
Ornament to ſociety, make a voluntary reſig- 
ation of her charms, and give up the wor 
and all its pleaſures, for a life f faſting and 
mortification, it cannot fail to move our pity; 


« And pity melts the mind to, love . N 


7 


here is another conſideration which tends 


n Portugal more than once) to acknowledge 


deed, I think they always appear ſo; and 


* 
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much to increaſe theſe feelings; that n 

our total incapacity ever to alter her f 
tion.— The pleaſure of relieving an oh 

in diſtreſs, is the only refuge we 
| againſt the pain which the ſeeing of th 
object occaſions; but here, this is utter 
denied us, and we feel with ſorrow, th 

pity is all we can beſtow. 2 


From theſe, and the like reflections 
man generally feels . himfelf in bad ſpiri 
after converſing with amiable' nuns. Indeel 
it is hardly poſſible, without a heavy hes 
to leave the grate ; that inexorable and iu 

enetrable barrier. At laſt we took ol 
leave, expreſſing our happineſs, in bein 
admitted ſo near them; but at the fam 
time deploring our miſery, in ſeeing the 
for ever removed at ſo unmeaſurable a diſtan 
from us. They were much pleaſed with ol 
viſit, and begged we would repeat it evt 
day during our ftay at Meſſina; but t 
might prove dangerous. 


On leaving the convent, we obſerved 
= concourſe of people on the top of 
igh hill, at ſome diſtance from the eit) 
The conſul told us, it was the celebratic 
of a great feſtival in honour: of St Francis 
and was worth our going to ſee. Accordin 
we arrived juſt as the faint made his ap 
pearance. He was carried through the croꝶ 


3 
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has i vaſt ceremony, and received the ho- 
r ige of the people with a ne 2 
ober which he was again lodged in his chapel, 
e ere he performs a number of miracles 
f ry day, to all thoſe who have abundance 
tte money and abundance of faith. His mi- 
„ ers, however, are only a ſet of | 
>» Waly capuchins; who indeed do not ſeem 
have enriched themſelves in his ſervice. 
general, he is but a ſhabby maſter, if 
2 may judge by the tattered: clothes of his 
ants; and St. Benedict, who does not 
rend to half his ſanctity, beats him all 
nothing. The people continued to dance, 
ſoft Sicilian meaſures , till after ſun- ſet, 
en they retired. Many of the country 3 . 
> extremely handſome , and dance with a 
od grace, The young fellows . were all 
their Sunda 1 „ and made a good _ 
pearance. The aſſembly room was a fine 
een plain on the top of the hill. It pleaſed 
very much, and put us in mind of ſome 
Theocritus's deſcriptions, of the Sicilian 
aſures, But Theocritus , if he could have 
ſed up his head, would probably have 
en a good deal puzzled what to make 
the ſhabby figure of St Francis, e : 
ough amongſt them with ſuch majeſty and 
emnity. Another part of the ceremony 
o would have greatly alarmed him, as 
deed it did us. The; whole court before 
e church was ſurrounded with a triple ro- 


bs 
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of ſmall iron cannon , about ſix inches don e 
theſe; were charged to. the muzzle ,- ah 


rammed very hard; after which they We 0 
ſet cloſe to each other, and a train laid, M 


completed the communication through "th 
kde number, which muſt have exceeds 
2000. Fire was ſet to the train, and 
two or three minutes the whole was d 
charged by a running fire; the - repo 
following one another ſo quick, that it wa 
impoſſible for the ear to ſeparate then 
The effect was very grand; but it wou 
have been nothing without the fine ech 
from the high mountains on each ſide 
the Straits, which ne , the ſound fol 
ſome conſiderable time after the firing 
finiſhed. „ 44-708 


The view from the top of this hill, 
beautiful beyond deſcription. The Stra 
appear like a vaſt majeſtic river, flowini 
ſlowly betwixt' two ridges of mountaitis 


and opening by degrees from its narrow {; 
oint, till it ſwells to the ſize of an ocealli. 5 
ts banks, at the ſame time, adorned wit g 
rich corn- fields, vineyards, orchards, town te 


villages , and churches. The proſpect 
terminated on each ſide by the tops of hig 
mountains covered with wood. - 


We obſerved in our walks to-day, mami. 
of the flowers that are much eſteemed inc; 
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gardens, | and others too that | we * * 
acquainted with. Larkſpur, Flos Adonis, 
nus looking-glaſs, hawkſweed, and very | 
> lupins grow! wild: over all theſe moun- 
s. They have lilee wiſe a variety 8 
ubs; particularly one in great plenty „ 
ich L do not recolle& ever to have from 
ore: It bears beautiful round>fruit, of a 
ght ſhining-yellow: They call it, I. Pomo | 
70, or golden apple. All the fields about 
flina are covered with the richeſt white 
ver, intermixed with a variety of aromatic 
nts, which perfume the N and render 
ir wulle exceedingly delightful. But what 
emarkable, we _— m ſenſible of this 
fume , when walking on the harbour Which 
at the greateſt diſtance from theſe fields. 
entioned this peculiarity to a Meſſineſe 
tleman , who tells me, that the ſalt pro- 
cdl Here bythe heat of the ſun; emits 


v ratefal odour , ſomething like violets; 


Nit is that, probably, which perfumes 
W (c:-thore; On confülting Fazello De ru. 

Siculis, I find he talæes notice of the ſame 
gularity z and likewiſe-obſerves, that the 


wi ter of the Straits has a viſcous or glutinous 


ed i eſſma; 2 


"A ality , which by degrees cements the ſand 
1 1 and at laſt WN | 
Mm to d oF rect. * N 


Theiz are ine en all ades of 


— GEINEs 


Din. 


- : + a oe = N ; I « 
x Fo * 1 g 2 3 4 r x . 2 by 
. , * > 8 . . 7 ky 5 * ** S, i . 
1 A TOUR THROUGH 


regard to their winter ſeaſon, and find 


{ to that of Naples. They allow, they hay 
"ſometimes heavy rain for two or |t 


they have always ſome fair hours every day 
- when people can go out for exerciſe ; tor th 


the ſoil being a light grav el. 
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ſhore, and are for ever fanned: by the eg 
ing breeze from. the Straits. The houſes 
large, and moſt of the articles of lifè 
cheap and in plenty; particularly fiſn, whid 
are reckoned better here, than any W 
elſe in the Mediterranean. The hire of lodging 
is next to 1 ; almoſt one half of tþ = 
noble range of huildings I have deſcribed 
lation of 1743; ſo that the proprietors, ai 
glad to get tenants on any terms. Ir:nigy 
occurs to me, that from all theſe conſider 
tions, there is no place [ have ſeen, ſo-admi 
rably calculated for the reſidence of thatflod 
of valetudinarians, which every autumn 
leave our country with the ſwallows, in ſeard 
of warm climates. I have been inquiring wit 


agree, that, in Xt - „ it is much preferabl 


weeks; but it never laſts 1 ; and beſide 


moment the rain is over the walks are dry 


The advantages of Meſſina over Naple ve 
in other reſpects, I think, are conſiderab wi 
At Naples there are no walks; and, thi ve 
truth 1s, they have no occaſion for them ¶ co 


no more indeed than they have for legs 


7 : -0 
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ehr you know as well 281, chat walkiſh re, 
es af: 1ittle leſs infamous that +: 
1e erſon that makes uſe creates , deckel 
pon as 4 blackgaare?,”and\deſpiſed"by all" 
good company. Th. His too are” all 4 k 
reat . diflance 3 and you ure obtiget*to 
Wome miles on ſtreets and pavement before 
you ger into the ent y; beſides paſling the 
ile grotto of Pauſillipe, Where you are in 
danger of being blinded, and ftifled itt Gift.” 
here are ſeldom any publick diverſions here; 
the attending of which at Naples, and cm- 
plying with their bad hours, des öfen more 
than counteract a he benefit obtained from 
the climate! That deteſtable practice of gam- 
ing too, is by no means fo prevalent here; 
which from the anxiety it occaftons to the 
mind , and laſſitude ea cde bo , muſt be 
— to all Hectick p- „ we E dreaſts; 
xr delieate nerves I cond ſuy much more 
on this ſubjecti, but as I have many of theſe 
ircumſtagges] only: * fond the Hoke of the 
inhabitants, it makes me more diffident , 
than if I had —_— 1 from MF IM 
experience,” __ wi 1 
We Foun ont bike ; 55 * - 
| TIRE 
him? woch ch e ge ing ne 3 
very agreeably. 5. f Hap 1 2 0 dme 10 


count of the ponce of ae .the/ mo 
. e of * 90 


7 47 
T8 7 1595434 7 


| . — bears, both here. and at Naples gi 


they were dxeſſi ing for us, and e 


| what he could be of ſervice to us. We told 
ture) d ve were e 0 hs 0 N + 
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ſuch a nl „indeed, that I ſhall not ven 
ture to tell it you, till I have talked it 0 b 
with ſome other people, to ſee if the account 
agree though from the character that 


is as good authority as; Any ie ia 

eo den or 

3 ocS of Villa Franca is- arriyed;{Wnn 

ſo that we hall probolly, have our andicnt 
to-morrow mor ien We are 

to ſup up Rate cg? made af the Ba 

ſpade or. TON fiſh, which are caught 1 

N in theſe ſeas. The ſword d. 

is Heat . of four feet long ar 

vin formid apon it is; — not — 

—. . This fiſh, when cut, 

bets a perfect reſemblance to fleſh ; ſo much iu 

that none of us doubted, it was beet-ſteak la 

d oui 


furpriſe at fading that diſh in Sicly.—Gool 
3 


a1. . x are juſt r . 3 
He received us politely, but with a on 81 


deal of ſtate. He offered us the uſe | 
carriages, as thete are none to be Bag 
and, in the uſual ſlile, deſired to know m 


him (with an apology for our abrupt 


SICILY awy MALTA. yr 
ow, and begged his protection on our 

— He replied , chat * would give 

rders for guards to attend us ; that ſhould be 


nſwerable for every thing; that we need 
ive ourſelves no farther trouble; that 


or, ſhould be ready at the door of the 
nn, at any hour we thould think proper to 
opoint: He added, that we might entirely: 
ely on thoſe guards; who were people of 
he moſt determined reſolution ; as well as 
pf the moſt approved fidelity, and would 
ot fail to chaſtiſe on the ſpot, any n 
Tho ſhould preſume to been upon us. 


Now , who do you think theſe truſty | 
guards are compoſed of? Why, of the moſt 
laring, and moſt hardened villains, per- 

aps, that are to be met with upon earth, 
rho, in any other country, e have 


een broken upon the fre | 
hains; but are here pub . 


and univerſally lrg 1 reſpected. It 
vas this part of the police of Sicily, that 
dee was afraid to give you an account of: 
good WBut I have now converſed with the prince's 


te on the ſubjeR , and they have con- 
Amed every circn creme Me More 
e with. ti 


He ved s; l e bee of! the. 
and, called Val Demani, m 
A 


— 


vhatever number of mules we had occaſion : 


* 1 
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that are ſuppoſed to inhabit mount Ztna) 
it has ever been found impracticable to e 
tirpate the banditti; there being number 
leb caverns: and ſubterraneous paſſages iu 
that mountain, where no troops could poſs 
fibly purſue them: That, beſides, as they 
are known to be perfectly determined and 
reſolute, never failing to take a dreadful 
revenge on all who. have offended them, 
the prince of Villa Franca has einbraced it, 
not only as the ſafeſt, but likewiſe as, the 
wiſeſt, and moſt political ſcheme , to become 
their declared patron and protector. And 
ſuch of them as think proper to leave their 
mountains and foreſts, though perhaps only 
for a time, are ſure to meet with g0d 
encouragement, and ſecurity in his ſer vice; 
they enjoy the moſt unbounded confidence, 
Which, in no inſtance , they have ever yet 
been found to make an improper or a dig 
boneſt nſe of. They are clothed in the 
prince's- livery 33 yellow and reen „ With 
ſilver lace; and wear likewiſe a badge of 
their honourable order, which entitles them 
to univerſal fear and reſpect from the people! 
V ent om 
I have juſt been interrupted by an upper 
ſervant of the prince's., who, both bychis 
looks and language, ſeems to be of. the 
ſame worthy fraternity. He tells us, that 
he has ordered our muleteers, at their peril, 
to be ready by day-break ; but that we need 
, by W 4 . 


— 


— — + Wh fork. ay 


py od 


wh „ 4 {vo * rn i * 
enn enn 
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not go till we think proper; for it is their 


whiſper, that we need be 4 — no appre- 

henſion; for if any perſon ſhould:) 2 
to impoſe upon us to the value of a ſingle 
baiocc *, they would certainly put them 
to death. I gave him an ounce r, which 
I knew was what he expected; on which 
he redoubled his bows and his eccellengis, 
and declared we were the moſt honorabilz 
Signori he had ever met with, and that if 
we pleaſed, he himſelf ſhould: have the 
honour of attending us, and would chaſtiſe 
any perſon that ſhould dare to take the wall 
of us, or injure us in the ſmalleſt trifle. 
We thanked him for his zeal , ſhewing him 
we had ſwords of our own. O Arpt 1 
bowing reſpectfully , he retired. $04 


I can now, with more aſſurance. , give 
you ſome account of the converſation I had 
with Signior M, who as I ſaid appears 
to be a ve intelligent man, nd has reſins. 
here, for. theſe man Years! i= 113i] 00008, 


He ſays, that in ſome circumſtances theſe 
banditti are the moſt W. A 1 ol | 


4 ſmall. evi; B 111 oy 5628 
7 *. eleven ahllings, "3533671 


buſineſs to attend on noſtri eccellengi. He 
ays he has likewiſe ordered two of che 
moſt deſperate fellows in the 2 inland 
o accompany us; adding, in a ſort 'of f 
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the iſland; and have by much the highoſhi 


death, who has ever given them juſt cauſe 


to go halves with the landlord , like moſt 


_ fervice of ſociety, are known and reſpected 
by the other banditti all over the iſland; 


are ever held ſacred. For'theſe reaſons, 


_— ' 4 — 1 |; 
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and moſt romantic notions of what they 
call their point of honour. That, however": 
eiety in general; yet, with reſpect to ons 
another, and to every perſon to whom they 
have once proſeſſed it, they have eve 
maintained the moſt unſhaken fidelity. The 
magiſtrates have often been obliged 89 
protect them, and even pay them court; 
as they are known to be perteQly determined, 
and deſperate; and ſo extremely vindictive, 
that they will certainly put any perſon t0 


of provocation, On the other hand, it 
never was known that any perſon who had 
put himſelf under their protection, and 
ſhewed that he had confidence in them, had 
cauſe to repent of it, or was injured by 
any of them, in the moſt minute trifle; 
but on the .contrary , they will protect him 
from impoſitions of every kind, and ſcom 


other conductors and travelling ſervants; 
and will defend him with their lives, 
there is occaſton. That thoſe of their number, 
who have thus enliſted themſelves in the 


and the perſons of thoſe they accompany 


moſt travellers chuſe to hire a couple of 
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hem from town to town; and may thus 

ravel over the whole iſland in — 'To 
uſtrate their MR the 9 
wo 3 w happened A ays 
go, and are ſtill in every . mouth. 


A burden of people: were found | ging 
n a place where ſome treaſure was ſuppoſ 

o have been hid. during the plague: As this 
ad been forbid under Labs moſt ſevere pe- 
altie> , they were immediately carried to 
priſon, and expected td have been treated 
on to vithout mercy; but, luckily for the others, 


cauſe one of theſe heroes happened to be of the 

d, i number. He wrote to the Prince of Villa 
o had Franca, and made uſe of ſuch 7 
and arguments in their favour, that NI OT 

; all immediately ſet at liberty. riots ae 

. This will rwe to ber their 8 
hin wich the civil power ; the other fiory will 
ſcomſMWs've you:a firong idea of their barbarous 
moſt lerocity „ and the horrid mixture of ſtub 


born vice and virtue (if 1 may call it by 
that name) that ſeems to direct their ac- 
tions. I ſhould have mentioned, that they 
have a practice of borrowing money from 


ed the country people, who never dare refuſe 

andz them; and if me promiſe 0 y it, they 

pany have ever been found — Land exact, 

ons, both as to the time and the ſum; and would 

le-of much rather. rob and murder * innocent 
4 
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perſon , than fail of payment at the ah 
appointed: And this they have often been 


* ed to do, only in order (as they ay bre 
fulfil theat e ay to 00 Th 
thei honour. Rs dic 
0 ad 

, It babpenkd:\winhin': e dhe be: 
the CON of one ;of theſe heroic banditi he 
having occaſion for honey „and not kno TI 
how to procure it, determined to make vil 
of his brother's. name and authority fre 
artifice which he thought could not N hit 
be diſcovered ; accordingly: he went tonM fu 
country, prieſt, and told him his brother had it. 
occaſion for twenty ducats, which he de. co 
Aired he would immediately lend him. The ar 
2 aſſured him that he fad. not then {ol m 
1 e a ſum, but that if he would return in di 
ew days it ſhould be ready for him. The th 
oo replied, that he was afraid to +return WM ſu 
to his brother with this anſwer; and deſired; WW to 
that he would by all means take care to he 
keep out of his way, atleaſt till ſuch time a T 
he had pacified him; otherwiſe he could not tc 
be anſwerable for the conſequences.—— WW t! 
bad fortune would have it, the very next n 


day the prieſt and the robber met in a nar- 
row road; the former fell a- trembling, u d 
the latter approached, and at laſt dr 

on his knees to deg for mercy. The 
robber , aſtoniſhed at this behaviour, deſired E 


be know the cauſe of it. The xrembling 21 
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prieſt anſwered, « # denaro; il dena h, 
the money, the money but ſend your 
brother to-morrow, and you ſhall have it. 
The haughty robber aſſured him, that he 
diſdained w_ money of a poor prieſt; 
adding, that if any of his brothers had 
been low enough to make ſuch a demand; 
he himſelf was ready to advance the ſum. 
The prieſt then acquainted him with the 
viſit he had received the preceding night 
FW from his brother, by his order; aſſuring 
him, that if he had been maſter of the 
on ſum , he ſhould: immediately have ſupplied 
hat it ——Well ; ſays the robber, I will now 
de: convince you whether | my brother or I 
The are moſt to be believed; you ſhall go with 
% me to his houſe, which is but a few miles 
in diſtant.—On their arrival before the door, 
The W the robber called on his brother, Who never 
urn ſuſpecting the diſcovery; immediately came 
ed; to the balcony; but on perceiving the prieſt, 
to he began to make excuſes for his conduct. 
The robber told him, there was no excuſe 
not W to be made; that he only deſired to know 
the fact, Whether he had gone to horrow 
ext W money of that prieſt in his name or not? 
ar- —On his owning he had, tlie robber with 
as MW deliberate: coolneſs lifted his blunderbuſs to 
ed WM his ſhoulder; and ſhot him dead; and turn- 
he ing to the aſtoniſhed 'prieſti,, « You (will 
ed » now be- perſuaded ,-1aid he, that I had 
ug no intention of robbing you es leaſt w. 
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be in the company of our guards. I den pr 
know but this very hero may be one aft 
them; as we are afſured they are two 2g 
the moſt intrepid and reſolute fellows in the ne 
| iſland. I will not cloſe this letter, till 1 ge i! 
you ſome account of our journey. In th © 
mean time, adieu. We are going to take bri 
a look of the churches and public build alt 
ings ; but with theſe I ſhall trouble yen m 
very little, Ben 
21ſt at night. We have been very well is 
entertained , both from what we have ſeen ”* 
and heard. We uſed to admire the dexte- di 
rity of ſome of the divers at Naples, when IW '5 
they went to the depth of forty-eight or ſo1 
fifty feet, and could not conceive how ai ch. 
man could remain three minutes under water he 
without drawing breath; but theſe are no-W or 
thing to the feats of one Colas, a native un 
of this place, who is ſaid to have lived for Ml ſn 

ſeveral days in the ſea , without coming 

to land; and from thence got the ſirname 
of Peſce, or the fiſh. Some of the Sicilian th 
authors affirm, that he caught fiſh merely MW 
by his agility in the water; and the credu- be 
lous Kircher aſſerts, that he could walk pa 
acroſs the Straits at the bottom of the ſea. no 
ge that as it will, he was ſo much cele- Wl ©? 
brated for ſwimming and diving, that one Il bo 
co 


of their kings ( Frederick ) came on pur- 
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oſe to ſee him perform: which royal viſit 
— fatal to poor, Peſce ; for 2 3 


after admiring his wonderful force. and 
agility , had the cruelty to 2 his diving 
near the gulph of Charybdis; and to tempt 
him the more, threw in a large golden 
cup, which was to be his prize ſhould: he 
bring it up. Peſce made two attempts, and 
aſtoniſhed the ſpectators by the time he re- 
mained under water; but in the third, it 
is thought he was caught by the whirlpool, 
as he never appeared .more; and his 8 | 
is ſaid to have been found ſome time after- 
wards near Taurominum ( about thirty nules 
diſtant) it having been obſerved, that what 
is ſwallowed up by Charybdis is carried 
ſouth by the current , and thrown out upon 
that coaſt, On the contrary , nothing wrecked 
here was ever carried through the Straits, 
or thrown. out on the north {ide of Sicily, 
unleſs we believe what Homer ſays of the 
ſhip of DU,, rf Fe 
We have been again to take a view of 
the Straits at this famous whirlpool, and 
are more and more convinced ,.that it muſt 
be infinitely diminiſhed z indeed, in com- 
pariſon of what it was, almoſt reduced to 
nothing. The ſea appeared to have no ex- 
traordinary motion there, and — and 
boats ſeemed to paſs it with eaſe. n we 
compare this its preſent ſtate, Gu hs for- 


ig 
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midable deſcription of ſo many antient a, 
thors, poets, hiſtorians, andphilofophers; 
it appears indeed not improbable that this 
iſland has been torn from the continent h 
ſome violent convulſion, and that near 0 
this ſpot, huge caverns have been opened, 
which, drinking in the waters in one courſe 
of the current, and throwing them out in 
the other, may perhaps in ſome meaſure 
account for the phænomena of Charybdis 
Al find it is delkribec both by Homer and 
Virgil, as alternately ſwallowing up, and 
throwing out every object that approached 

it . Now, is it not probable, that theſe 
caverns in proceſs of time have been, in a 
great meaſure, filled up by the immenſe 
quantities of rocks, ſand, gravel , &c. that 
were perpetually: carried in by the force of 
the current ?—T own Jam not quite ſatisfied 
with this ſolution, but at preſent I cannot 
think of a better :—The fact, however, is 
certain , that it muſt have been a dreadful 
object even in VirgiFs time, elſe he never 
would have made Zneas and his fleet per- 
ceive its effects at ſo great a diſtance, and 
immediately run out to ſea to avoid it; nof 
would he L made Helenus at ſuch pains 
to caution him againſt that dangerous gulphy 


+ Dextrum Scylla latus, læ vum implacata Charyba 
Obſidet, atque imo barathri ter gurgite vaſtos 
Forbet in abruptum fluctus, rurſuſque ſub auras 

Erigit alternos, et fidera verberat und. 
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ind adviſe him rather to make the whole 
our of Sicily than attempt to paſs it. Indeed, 
it is ſo often mentioned both in the voyage 
of Eneas and Ulyfles, and always in fuch 
frightful terms, that we cannot doubt of 
its having been a very tKible object. 


After ſeeing the beautiful harbour of 
Meſſina, we have found nothing much 
worthy of notice in the city. Some of the 
and MWchurches are handſome , and there are a 


* Seneca gives this account of it in a letter 
to Lucillus : « Scyllam faxum eſſe, er quidem 
ele » terribile navigantibus optime ſcio ; Charybgis 
nA an reſpondear fabulis preſcribi mihi defidero;; 
nie W + fac nos certiores, utrum uno tantum vento 
hat ' 2gatur in vortices, an omnis tempeſtas, ae 
of MW" are illud contorqueat , et an verum ſit quids 

» quid illo freti turbine arreptum eſt, &c. 


no And the following in a tranſlation from Strabos 


is Ante urbem, paululum in trajectu. Charybdlg = 
ful Wl » oſtenditur: Profundum quidem immenfum, 

er WI duo inundationes freti mixum in modum na- 

5 „ vigia detrahunt, magnas per circumductiones 
-F- et vortices precipitata 5 uibus abſorptis ac 
nd i » diffoluris , naufragiorum fragmenta ad Tauro- 
or Wl mitanum lictus attrahuntur, & . 
1 « Eft igitur Charybdis, ( ſays Salluſt) mare 
1, i periculoſum nautis ; quod contrarus fluctuum 
„» curſibus , collifionem facit, & rapta quoque 
„ abforbet a 


25 But theſe are moderate indeed when compared 
to the deſcriptions of the poets. 


8 * 
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few tolerable paintings. One :ceremomy, 
from the account rhey. give of it, I n 
like much to have ſeen: The . celebrating 
of the feaſt of the Vara. It appears, indeed, 
to be à very ſingular exhibition, and Fam 
heartily ſorry it does not happen at thi 
ſeaſon. In order to the more dignified ap: 
pearance of the Virgin Mary on this 06 
caſion, they have invented a very curious 
machine, which I am told repreſents heaven, 
or at leaſt a part of it. It is of a) huge faze, 
and moves through the ſtreet with vaſt pomp 
and ceremony. In the center is the principalM:o | 
figure, which repreſents the Virgin; and that 
a little higher, there are three others N aſſu 
denote the Trinity. Round theſe, there are diſp 
a number of wheels, faid to be of a veryMWkin: 
curious conſtruction. Every wheel contains al to a 
legion of angels, according to their different the 
degrees of precedency ; ſeraphims, che- bab 
bims, and powers. Theſe are repreſented 
by a great number of beautiful little children 1 
| glittering in clothes of gold and flyer of 
tiſſue; with wings of painted feathers fixe i mu 
to their ſhoulders. When the machine vl neit 
ſet in motion, all theſe wheels move round, of 
and the different choirs of angels continue hel: 
in a conſtant flutter , ſinging Hallelujah far 
round the Trinity and the Virgin during WW the 
the whole of the proceſſion , and are fa in 
to make a moſt beautiful appearance. ThsW we: 
is all I could learn of this — ſhewy © fon 


% M 
* 5 
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either were we admitted to ſee the ma- 
hine; conſcious, I ſuppoſe, of the ridicule 

of which it is ſuſceptible ; they did not 
huſe to unveil ſo ſacred an object to the 
eyes of heretics.— This ifland has ever been 
famous for the celebration of its feaſts , 
even in antient- as well as 2 _ 
Fhey ſpare no expence; and as ve 
bo ſhare both of {uperſtitior--and in- 


thing either very fine, or very ridiculous. 
The feaſt of St. Roſolia at Palermo is ſaid 
to be the fineſt ſhew in Europe, and coſts 
that city every year a large ſum. They 
aſſure us there is more taſte and magnificence 
diſplayed in it, than in any thing of the 
kind in Italy; and adviſe us by all means 
to attend it, as it hap ſome time near 
the middle of ſummer , when we ſhall pro- 
bably be in that end of the iſland. - : 


If you pleaſe we ſhall now take leave 
of Meſſina I did not expect to make ſo 
much out of it. — But it would not be fair 
neither; without at leaſt putting you in mind 
of the great veneration it has eyer been 
held in by the reſt of Sicily, for the aſſi- 
ſtance it gave to Count Rugiero in freeing 
the iſland from the yoke the Saracens; 
in conſideration of which, great privileges 
were granted it by the ſucceeding kings; 


ſome of which are ſaid ſtill to remain. Ie. 


vention, they never fail to produce ſome. 


_— 
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was here that the Normans landed; and 


this city, by the policy of ſome of its eri 
inhabitants, was the firſt conqueſt they madeWhor 
after which their victorious arms were ohe 
extended over the whole iſland; and fig 
final period put to the Saraczn tyranny 
Count Rugiero fixed the ſeat of governmei I. 
at Palermo; and put the political ſyſtemi'al&nti 


the iſland upon a ſolid baſis; of which thy 
form (and the form alone) ſtill remains 
this day. He divided the whole iſland in 
three parts; one he gave to his officers tim: 
another to the church, and a third he'rg 
ſerved for himſelf. Of theſe three branches 
he compoſed his parliament, that reſpe& 
able body, of which the ſkeleton on 
now erifts; for it has long ago loſt all it 
blood, nerves, and animal ſpirits; and fi 
many ages paſt has been reduced to a pet 
fect caput mortuum. The 11 
ranny of Spain has not only deſtroyed the 
national ſpirit of its own inhabitants, but 
likewiſe that of every other country which 
has fallen under its power. Adieu. 
Ever your 


P. S. 4 propos! There is one thing bel 
had almoſt forgot, and I never - ſhould ma 
have forgiven myſelf. Do you know, tlie No 

moſt extraordinary phenomenon in the aid 

world is often obſerved near to this place bu 


I laugh'd at it at firſt, as you will do; hu tie 


„ 8 
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am now convinced of its re 73 and am 8 
zerſuaded too, on = _ pate been 
horoughly exam a 0 oye, | 
e . ener n _— 80 wc 
aſſigned. | counting Ire Ax! WORST © 
ET: 11 Lait old tet donn 1 5 
It has often dee hotly rhe x: 
antients and moderns, that it the heat of 
ſummer , _ the ſea and air have —— . 
much agitate winds, and a E 
alm — —_ - appears , EE | 
time:of dawn, in that part of the heavens 
over the Straits, a great variety of ſingu- 
ar forms, ſome at reſt and ſome moving ö 
about with great velocity. Theſe forms, 
in proportion as the light increaſes, ſeem 
to become more aerial; till at laſt, ſome 
time oy ES . they wrench? 1 | 
appear. 5 


ES 


The Sicilians * his 4 voy (the mot | 
beautiful ſight in nature; Leanti, one of 
their lateſt and beſt writers, came here on 
purpoſe to ſee it: He ſays, the heavens 
appear crowded with a varlevy of objects: 
He mentions palaces, woods, gardens, &c. 
beſides the figures of men, and other ani- 
2 that appear in motion amongſt them. 
No doubt, the imagination muſt be greatly : 
aiding ,' in forming this aerial creation; 
but as ſo. many of their authors, both an- 


tient and modern, a me fack, and 
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give an account of it from-their -own nobioun 

ryation , there certainly muſt be ſome 
foundation for the ſtory. There is n 
a treatiſe on this phænomenon „ hut 
have not been able to find it: The cele 
brated Meſſineſe Gallo has like wiſe pub 
liſned ſomething on this ſingular fubje@; 
if I can procure either of them in the iſland; 
* ſhall have a more perfect account oi it 

The common people , according to cuſtom; 
give the whole merit to the -devib; and 
indeed it is by much the: ſhorteſt and ea 
way of accounting for it: Thoſe who'pretWrict 
tend to be philoſophers ,- and refuſe hm 
this honour, are greatly puzzled: what 10 
make of it. They think it may be owing 
to ſome uncommon refraction, or refteQtion 
of the rays, from the water of the Straits 
which , as it is at that time carried about 
in a variety of eddies and vortexes, muſſ 
conſequently , ſay they, make a! variety 
of appearances on any medium where it h fut 
refleGed. This, 1 think, is nonſenſe 3 or, at 
leaſt very near it; and till they can ſa 
more to the purpoſe, I think they had fab 
much better have left. it in the hands of per 
the old gentleman. I ſuſpe& it is ſomething Wbe! 
in the nature of our Aurora Borealis; and, Wpo! 
like many of the great phænomena of na» ane 
ture, depends upon electrical cauſes ; which, W bee 
in future ages, I have little doubt, will be me 
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ound to be as powerful an agent in regulat- 
ng the univerſe, as gravity is in this age, 
or as the ſubtile fluid was in the Lf. N 
olcanos, is probably produced in much 
greater quantity than in any other. The air 
rongly impregnated with this matter, and 
onfined betwixt two ridges of mountains; 
at the ſame time exceedingly agitated from 
helow , by the violence of the current, 
and the impetuous whirling, of the waters; 
may it not be ſuppoſed to produce a vas 
riety of appearances ? And may not the 
lively Sicilian imaginations ,, animated by a 
belief in demons , and all the wild offspring 
of ſuperſtition , give theſe appearances as 
great a variety of forms ? Remember, 1 


do not ſay it is ſo; and hope yet to have 
out Wit in my power to give you a better ac- 
jut count of this matter. However, if you 
ety mould ſuppoſe me in this ſtory, or in any 
ts future one I may tell you, to be inclined 
to the fabulous, you will pleaſe to remem- 
ay Wber , that I am now in the country of 


fable; this iſland having given rife to more 
of perhaps, except Greece, than all the world 
ng Wbeſide. You have, therefore, only to ſup- 
d, poſe that theſe regions are ſtill contagious z 
and call to mind that mount Etna has ever 
h, been the great mother of monſters and chi- 
be WW eras, both in the antient and the modern 
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all the devils at work around it. 


firſt poſt, and ſhall write you again fro 


W. have had a delightful journey , and 


E 
* 1 * 
* 
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world. However, I ſhall, if poſſible, Aare 
free of the infection, and entertain you it. 
with fuch ſubjects as fall under my =- 
obſervation. But indeed, from what Io 


already heard of that wonderful mountain| 
the moſt moderate account of it Would 
pear highly fabulous to all ſuch as" 
unacquainted with objects of this kind. Adlieſ 
We think of ſetting off to-morrow by da 
break. I am ſorry it has not been 20 
that we might have had a chance of ſeeing 
Pandemonium reared over our heads, af 


1 


I ſhall leave this to be ſent by "th 


Catania, i tre eſcape unhurt from all thi 
perils of Etna. ir 
Adieu! 


” 
1 5 2 
— 1 7 


Giardini, near Taurominum, May 22 


if all Sicily be but as agreeable , we ſhall 
not repent of our expedition. We left Mel 
ſina early this morning, with ſix mules for 
ourſelves and ſervants, and two for ou 
baggage. This train, I aſſure you, make 
no contemptible appearance ;. particularly 
when you call to mind our front and reas 


. * OM K a 


ard ; by much the moſt conſpicuous part 
f it, Theſe are two great; draweœanſir ſigu- 
5, armed cap- a- ie, with a broad hanger, 
70 enormous piſtols, and a neee 8 

y for An 


$4 


his they kept cock d and rea ion 
all ſuſpicious places; here they recounted, 
bundance of wonderful ſtories of robberies. 
nd murders; ſome of them with ſuch very 
inute circumſtances, that I am fully per- 
aded- they themſelves; were the principal 
ors. However, I look upon our ſituation 
they Pay us | 
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hedges of the Indian fig, or prickly peu 


banditti, who. dreſs themſelves like Het 


ſent over all Europe. 


covered with chebecks, alle ; gallop 7 
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ſide of ſome of the mountains are highh 
cultivated , and preſent the moſt agrees 
aſpect that can be imagined ;—corn , wind 
ot, and filk , all mixed together, any 
the greateſt abundance: However, thee 
tivated part is but ſmall in proportion 
what is lying waſte, and 255 ſerves 
ſhew 'the great fertility of this. iſland} 
were it peopled, and in induſtrious þ 
The ſides of the road are covered ic 
variety of flowers and of flowering: 


ſome of them exceedingly beauti l. 1 1 
incloſures are many of them fenced wi 


as in Spain and Portugal; and our guide Js 
aſſure us, that in many of the parchd 
ravines round Ætna, there are plenty' 
trees which produce both cinnamon 4 

not ſo ſtrong, they allow, as thof 
of Lhe: foice Mans but which are ſeld 
the. merchants at a low price, by” a ſet « 


mits : Theſe ſpices are mixed with oy 
pepper and cinnamon from * Indies; 1 


The e6as from Meſſina to „is * 
extremely romantic. It lies the Whole wi) 
along the coaſt, and commands the vi 
of Calabria, and the ſouth part of the Stridits 


and a quantity of fiſhing- The” 


x 
. 
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hi Th the right hand is conſined by: hi 
4 how on the very ſummits of. > 
y have built Sen on en towns 
r 
ſteeples m A- p que ap- 
A They have choſen this elevatad 
ation , I ſuppoſe, with a double view; 
protect them, both from their enemies, 
] from the violent heat of the climate 
iis forenoon ve faunũ t exceſſiue; but 
the fmeſt 2 in the world 
bre dinner; which kept us doo and 
ih far all the reſt of the day We have 
des provided! ourſelves with uinbrellas, 
ithout Which; at een 
ould be inapratficable.;: * WOT. Hes | 


Berwixt this place au Meſſing; x 

the right, lie the mountains; — 
lled the Nebrodes ; and | likewiſe the 
puntain- of Neptune, Which is veckoned 
e higheſt af that chain. I is celebrated 
r a gulph or: crater on its ſummit; frum 
hence, at particular times, there iffues an 
ceeding cold —_— with ſuch violence 
at it is difhcult to approach it. I was 
ry to paſs this far mountain, but 
would have delayed usa day or two to 
it it; and we are haſtening win im 
ence to a much greater object: It is now 
amed I monte Scuutrid, and is faid tobe 


Yigh ben dne Adeladc can he ite den 
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its ſummit. From the deſeription theyig . 
of it, it appears evidentlyito be an od 


cano. The Niſſo takes 1 riſe: from 


mountain; a river renowned. mia 
for the gold. found in its channel“ 


vhich-reaſon, it was by e se 


2 Chryſothoas. It is ſaid, the remains 


the antient gold are. till to be 


near the ſource fthis river; but the g 
dern maſters of Sicily have never ben 
terpriſing enough. to explore them. lt. 


on this charming chaſt, where the floch 
Apollo were — by his —— Plia 


; duale and Lampetie.- the ſeizing! 


by Ulyfles', companions, prove ved col ea 
of their deaths, and of -a his ſubſegqug 
misfortunes. The mountain of Tauromill 


it is exceedingly rugged:!> il £21121 
clit ge, pas} 4 
This onde famous ar 1s. Jon educt 
to an inſignificant burgh; yet even the 
ſmall remains give igh-idea- of i f 


is very high and ſteep, and. the 5 


mer magnificence. The theatre, I th 


is accounted the e e eat the world. 
appears to me greatly ſuperior to that 
Adrian's villa, near Rome. It is en 
be Koc give a very tolerable ides 
| man theatre, and indeed aſtoniſſſ 


by its vaſtneſs; nor can l conceive hom 


voice could extend thro ; ba kicke: p 
number of people it m 


San * "Avis WAL DA ” 
ores ; that were 1 fr” the: omen 


hich is not near the outward: circle 4 
11; the reſt is ſo broken, that I could get 6 
o farther. It - meaſured about 120 ordi -t- 
ary ſteps, ſo that you may conceive the | 
reatneſs of the 3 T — ſeats front 


earance che a y * 

as often diverted their Anden Los the 
ene. It ariſes from an immenſe baſe and 
ounts equally on all ſides to its ſummit: | 
t is juſt now throwing out volumes of white 
ak , which do not riſe in the air, but 
em to roll: down the ſide of the moi . 
ke a vaſt torrent. The aſcent of Ema on 
ach ſide is ww ramen? at about 30 miles; 
d the circumference of its baſe 1 


ut I ſhall probably bo enabled: to give you. 


7 
full account of it afterwards, ' 
„ th mn 
After admiring the great 3 of Tas 
thinkWominum-, wwe went to examine . OO. 
rd achia, and the reſervoirs! for ſu 
hat ith water. About 150 paces of XA 
eh the wall of the ON 57 remains; — | 


Ini nt 
wail 


Sf 2.3 
digiot 
L 2910E% 


this is not complete, there is no Ju 
Fits original dimenſions. This is ee 


D have been: large ſquare ; meteolel gow 
ong walls, and capable of being filled 
ith water on occaſion ; intended for the 
Vor, lh D 


ciſes : there were four reſervoirs fur 
plying this with water. All are the ſans 
grand ſcale. One of theſe is - almoſt entire! 

it is ſupported by a great number of irons 
pillars, in the - ſame manner as thoſe of f 

tus* baths at Rome; and ſeveral others 90 
may have ſeen vl. would dwe 
longer on objects of this kind; but Tram 
perſuaded deſcriptions: can give but a very 
| imperfect idea of them 3 and to mark 0 
the preciſe dimenſions with a] mathematicd 
exactneſs, where there is nothing ver 
remarkable, muſt ſurely be but a dry.work 
both to the writer and reader. I ſhall there 
fore. content myſelf ( Thopeit:will-content 
you; too ) with endeavouring to commun 
cate, as entire as poſſible, the fame imprel 
fionL myſelf ſhall receive, without deſcending 
tog much to particulars ; or fatigiting my 
ſelf or you with the menſuration of antique 
walls, merely becauſe they are ſuch, exceyl 
where there is indeedſomething very ftriking 
and different too, from what has 'alread 
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been deſcribed! in iltaly, r. 
2 2 TY ” „ 3 


I own I deſpair of ſucceſs: Few thing 
1 believe in writing being more diff 
than thus « s'emparer de [imagination w\; i 
ſeize ,—-—to make ourſelves: maſters"of th 
reader's imagination, to curry it along will 
us through every ſcene, and make tf 

. 1 85 1a 


8 [CILT: "AND MAD AT, * 
manner congenial with our dmg en 
proſpe& opening upon him with the pref 
light, and ariſing in the ſame colours, and 
at the ſame inſtant too, as upon us: For! 
where deſcriptions fail in db , the pleaſure 
of reading them muſt be ver civial. Now, 
zerhaps , this ſame journal if n 
fxvourable of any to produce cheſe effects. 
t is atleaſt the moſt agreeable to the writer; 
who never has his ſubject td ſeek but needs : 
only recollect hat has paſſed ſince he laſt 
laid down the pen, and travel the day over 
again ; and if he travels it to good purpoſe, 
it ought to be equally agreeable to the reader 
too, who thereby becomes one of the party, 
and bears a ſhare' in all the pleaſures of the 
journey without ſuffering from the en 
of it. 6460 £669 e MEN 1 n , Goku 
12 7] air 22 2 MF 2 Din dr. 45 
One of my greateſt difficulties, I ſee, will 
be the finding Proper places to write in, yg 
for the inns are altogether. execrable , and 
there is no ſuch thing as getting a room 
to one's ſelf :1-am juſt now writing on the 
end of a barrel, which I choſe rather than 
the table, as it is farther removed E 
noiſe. I muſt therefore intreat you, once 
for all, to excuſe incortedneſs and want of 
method. How can one be methodieat upon 
a barrel !—It has ever been the moſt de- 
clared enemy to method. You — 44 work 
well * A ſermon from 8 Or A 
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after he has fiviſhed the third- bottles Voy 
will be pleaſed then juſt to take thing 
they occur. Were I obliged to be | ſndly 
methodical , I ſhould have no pleaſure.i 


Writing you, theſe letters; and then, if my 


poſition is ure have no lean 
e gn. 1 1 0 ein 
e * ; 

Our gnards bu pans . us bei 
though 2 the town of Taurominum 
but in Giardini, a village at the foot ol 
the mountain on which it ſtands. The 
people are extremely attentive , and hayd 


produced. ys. an excellent fupper anda 


vine, which now waits—but ſhall wait 10 
longer. Adieu. To- morrow we intend 


climb mount Zena on this (its eaſt) de 
if we begs it See ne 14096 I | 


| Ever yours 


| LETTER, „ 


Cs > 19 bad 
Li AM, already EIB * 5s n arrean 
Yeſterday. we were ſo. much fatigued ani 
the abominable- roads of mount Aitnajs .tha 
I was not able to wield: a pen; and 
day, I aſſure you, has by no means. bee 
a day of reſt; 3 muſt 1 
any "as otherwiſe I ſhall ee 


9 


F . 


been 
lelay 


Ale 
14 183 


bo make ey 6p) WweNe 4 
— ſuffer more from Th! — 2 Ode 
ney than I at firſt apprehended. © 


We left Giardini. at five, o'clock. _ 
half a mile farther the firſt region of monnt 

Etna begins, and here they have ſet a jr 

atue of a ſaint, e prevented the 
Lava e 2 mountain of 
Taurominum „ and a ws ying the adjacent 
country; which the people think it cery 
tainly 5 3 had 1 — — been 
or this interpoſition; very 
wiſely, as A as n 
it down a low 1 F S 


Me left the Cain wen 95 ets 

be an to afcend the mountain bi, $f to 
viſt the celebrated tree known | the name 
of 1! Caſtagno di Cento Cavalli (The chef- 
nut - tree of a hundred wal - which for 
ſome centuries paſt has been looked u 

as one of the ateſt Wonders of 

We had likewile pr ofed (if > ble). t 
be. the ſumtnit 'of 1 > monntain 0550 this 


bo 1 


of our e Ph 


As we eee * ah — 2 of 
Etna, we eee that W been 
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eruptions of fire all-over this count. y at! 
great diſtance from the ſummit, or pri 
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ſtones of a large ſize; ſcattered all around; 


ſtones are preciſely ſuch as are thrown 


four hours to travel it. The | barometer] 


pany us. Of theſe we choſe two; and ate 
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pal crater of the mountain. On our 0 
to the village of Piedmonte, I took note 
of ſeveral very conſiderable craters; 


that had been diſcharged from them. Te 


of the crater of mount Veſuvius; and i 
deed, the lava too ſeems to be of the fam 
nature, though rather more porous. 


The diſtance from Giardini to Pied mo 
is only ten miles, but as the road is 
ceedingly rough and difficult, we took neat 


which at Giardini (on the ſea fide) flood 
at 29 inches ten lines, had now fallen 
27 3. Farenheit's thermometer (made by "'< 
Mr. Adams in London) 73 degrees. Wal” 
found the people extremely curious and int 
quiſitive to know our errand, which WH 
we told, many of them offered to accom 


drinking our tea, which was matter of great 
ſpeculation to the inhabitants, ho had nee 
before ſeen a breakfaſt of this kind, w 
began to climb the mountain.” —___ © 


We were directed for five or fix wiles o 
our road by an aqueduct, which the prince 
of Palago nia has made at a great expense, 


— 4 
« 
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SICIL'Y'/and MALTA, 35 
left the aquedu@ , the aſcent' became a 
good deal more rapid, till we arrived at 
the beginning of the ſecond region, called 
by the natives la Regione Silvoſa, or the 
woody region; becauſe it is compoſed of 
one vaſt foreſt; that extends all around the 
mountain. Part of this was deſtroyed: by 
a very ſingular event, not later than the 
year 1753.— During an eruption of the 
volcano, an immenſe torrent of boiling 
water iſſued, as is imagined, from the great 
crater of the mountain, and in an inſtant 
poured down to its baſe; overwhelming 
and ruining every thing it met with in its 
courſe. Our conductors ſhewed us the 
traces of this torrent, which are ſtill very 
viſible; but are now beginning to recover 
verdure and vegetation, which for ſome 
time appeared to have been loſt; The track 
it has left, ſeems to be about à mile and 


a half broad; and in ſome places ſtill more. 


* $3: 23% i $43 1 1+ a8 2 


The common opinion; I find, is, that 
this water was raiſed hy the power of ſuc- 
tion, through ſome communication be- 
twixt the volcano and the ſea; the abſur- 
dity of which is too glaring to need a re- 
futation. The power of ſuction alone, even 
ſuppoſing a perfect vacuum, could never 
raiſe water to more than thirty - three or 


thirty - four feet, Which is am] 69 = 
| | BP j 
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A TOUR THROUGH. 


Ll of a column of air the whole 
e atmoſphere. But this — 
I Mom imagine, might be eaſily eng 
accounted for; either by a ſtream of law 
falling ſuddenly into one of the vallies 0 
inow , that occupy the higher regions oth 
mountain, and melting it down: or wha 
I think is ſtill more probable, that 
melted ſnow , finding vaſt caverns and-relen 
voirs in the mountain, where it is lodged 
for ſome time, till the exceſſive heat of th 
lava below burſts the ſides of theſe caverns 
produces this phenomenon ,, which has been 
matter of great ſpeculation to the Sicilian 
philoſophers, and has 2 ed 1 
ſeveral of them. The ſame th g 
in an eruption of Veſuvius — 
and in an inſtant ſwept away —— 
ple, who were marching in pro 
at the foot of the mountain, to —_—_— 
mediation of St. Januarius. W 1 
7 „% 
1 to this e we paſſed we ſome 
beautiful woods of cork and evergreen b 
| growing abſolutely out of the lava, the foi 
ing as yet hardly filled the crevices 
that porous ſubſtance ; and not a great 'way 
_ farther, I obſerved ſeveral little mountams 
that ſeemed to have been formed by a la 
eruption. I diſmounted from my: mule; and 
climbed to the top of them all. They i are 
{even in number; every one of hemd 
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x regular cup or crater on the top, and in 
ome the great: gulph-/or"(es] they call 
t) Voragine; that had diſcharged the burnt 
matter of which theſe, little mountains are 1 
formed, is ſtill open. I tumbled Rones -— 7 
down into theſe gulphs, and heard the noiſe 

for a long time after. All the fields round, 

to a conſiderable diftance, are covered with 

large burnt ſtones diſcharged from theſe little 
. ²˙ mA Hor yd 35m 
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1CS 0 
of the 
ei 
reſers 
odged 
of thi 
7Crns 
; been 


% Wim un nd 3:19 39 vpatsjoos 
From this place, it is not leſs than five 
or ſix miles to the” great cheſnut - trees; 
through foreſts growing ont of the lava; ik - 
ſeveral places almoſt impaſſable. Of theſe 
trees there are many of an enormous ſize; 
but the Caſtagno di Cento Cavalli is by much 
the moſt celebrated. I have even found it 
marked in an old map of Sicily, publiſhed 
near an hundred years ago; and in all the 
maps of Etna, and its environs, it makes 
a very conſpicuous figure. 1 own 1 was 
by no means ſtruck with its appearance, 2 


it does not ſeem to be one tree, but à 
buſh of five large trees growing together. 
We complained to our guides of the im- 
poſition; hen they unanimouſly atſured _ 
us, that by the univerſal tradition and even 
— nu country, all theſe were 
once united in one ſtem; that ther grand. 
fathers remembered” this, when it was | 


with more attention, and found that thei 


digious; and it 1 indeed require ff 
to believe, that ſo 


upon as a very wonderful phænomenon 
the vegetable world, and was Wee on 
fiyled , the glory of the foreſt, 


place, that he was at the be- of ca 


ſures me, upon his honour, that he f 
all theſe ſtems united below ground in one 
root. I —_ that ſo extraordinanyfi an 
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viſited from all quarters; that for many | 
paſt it had been reduced to the venerabli: 
ruin we beheld. We began to examing 


was indeed an appearance as if dau 0 
trees had really been once united in 
The opening in the middle is at brenn po 


aſt a ſpace was once 00 
cupied by ſolid timber But there i 
appearance of bark on the infide* of any ho 
of the ſtumps, nor on the ſides that 
oppoſite: to one another. M. Glover 30 
1 a it ſeparately, and brought f 
2 exaftly to the ſame ſize; viz. 204 feet roum 
If this: was once united in one ſolid ſtem 
it muſt with juſtice indeed have been looked 


eco 


1 * ace been A 7. the- Conn ' 
Mom „an ingenious eccleſiaſtic of il 


eg up peaſants with tools to od be _ 
e Caſtagno di Cento Cavalli, an 


object muſt have been mentioned hy many c. 
of their writers. He told me that it had, 


55A SICILY and MALTA, 83 
arrera , and ſome. others. Carrera begs to 
e excuſed from telling its dimenſions, but 
ning ys, he is ſure there was wood enough in 
the hat one tree to build a large palace, Their 
e oet Bagolini too has celebrated g — 
e ſame kind +, perhaps the 3 * tree 
ne end Maſſa, — — their moſt den jo 
„ factors, ſays he has ſeen ſolid oaks u rs 
ce oolificf 40 feet round; but adds, that the fize 
of the cheſaut-trees was beyond belief, 51 
hollow of one of Which, he fays l d 
at oo ſneep; and 30. people on ck. 
lad often been in it at a time. 1 ſhall not 
phe pretend to ſay, that this is the ſame tree 
round he means; or whether it ever was one tree 
em or not. There are many others that are well 
ookedMWdeſcrving the curioſity of travellers. /Qne 
on of theſe , about a mile and à half higher 
vediyWon the mountain, is called II C. r ug 
Galea; it riſes from one ſolid 
N conſiderable height, after which it branches 
onieh out, and is a much finer object than the 
f other. I meaſured it about two feet from 
f cu the ground, and found it 76 feet round. 
round} There is a third called I Caſtagno os Naves | 
e chat is pretty nearly of the fame ſize. 5 
theſe grow on a thich rich. ſoil, formed 
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| b Supremos inter montes | monſirofior 

ug Monftrofi foerum ſtipitis "Etna de 

mam Caſtaneam genuit, cujus modo | 1p cortex 
| Turmam equitum ary er enge atque 
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ar in the firſt region of Etna, where'ths 
_ exceſſive heats muſt ever — 4 ver 
luxuriant vegetation. 1 found the” baromes 
ter had now fallen to 26: 52 Which an 
nounces an elevation of very near 4 
feet : equivalent in the opinion of ſome of 
the French academicians , to 18 or 20 d 
grees of ran in the ITY hy a 


_ | | | | 4 


The vaſt: quantity of niere dane i" 
che aſhes of Etna, probably contributes 
greatly to increaſe the luxuriance of this 
vegetation; and the air too, ſtrongly im- 
pregnated with it from the fmoke of der 
volcano, muſt create a conſtant fupply 
this falt; termed by ſome, not withoue rea] as 
Hon, the food of vegetables, „ wy þ ru 

2ͤ load od Si 
Aide of the great cheſnut- tree which AH 
been built for holding the fruit it beam D 
vrhich is ſtill conſiderable; here we dinedMin 
with excellent appetite , and being colts Sy 
vinced, that it was in vain to attempt get-Ml de 
ting to the top of the mountain on that lideyM th 
we began to deſcend; and after a won pe 


Bguing journey over old layas „now become 


- 
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1 oM-rtile fields and rich vineyards, we at we 
about ſunſet at Jaci Reale, where, with no 
(mall difficulty, we at laſt got lodging in @ 
convent of Domi Ins, COT 


£ Y © Sp ks . 8. 4 7.4 1 5 © th 


The laſt Bars we creed Sills: our a 


we never ſhould have done With i itz it 
certainly is not leſs than ſiæ or ſeven miles 


broad, and appears in — Feen to _ 


of an enormous depth. ond een 


al 


* 


7 * 


„ Whin ws n, ww tedis 
Nous to ſee what form it had afſumed' in 
ed in meeting with the water. I went te exas 
butes mine it, and found it had driven back the 
* tho waves for upwards of a mile, and . 
in formed a large black high promontory” 5 


F the where before it was deep water. This lava; 
ly ol imagined, from its barrenneſs, for it is 
| as yet covered with a very ſcanty ſoil, ha# 
run from the mountain only a few ages 
ego; but was ſurpriſed to be informed by 

| the Signor Recupero, the hiſtoriographer of 
Had tna, that this very lava is mentioned by 
ars Diodorus Siculus to have burſt from Ætna 
inedWin the time of the ſecond Punic war, when 
c Syracuſe was beſieged by the Romans. A 
get: detachment was ſent from Taurominum to 
ide the relief of the beſieged. They were 
fa- ped on their march by this fiream- of lava; 
one which having reached the ſea before thely 


Aral there, is of à vaſt extent, I thought 


A 7 
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arrival at the foot of the mountain, had g 
off their paſſage; and obliged them to xl 
turn by the back of Etna, upwards of 
100 miles about. His authority .for-this, 
he tells me, was taken from inſcriptions 
bn Roman monuments found on this lac 
and that it was likewiſe well aſcertained by 
many of the old Sicilian authors. Now ag 
this is about .2000! years ago, one would 
have imagined.,- if lavas have a regular 
ropes in becoming fertile fields, that this 
muſt long ago have become at leaſt arable: 
this however is not the caſe, and it is 
yet only covered with a very ſcanty vege. 
tation, and incapable of producing either 
corn or vines. There are indeed pretty large 
tres s growing in the crevices, which arg 
full of a rich earth; but in all probability 
it will be ſome hundred years yet, before 
there is enough of it to render this land: of 
any uſe to the proprietors. 


It is curious to conſider, that the ſurface 
of this black and barren matter, in procels 
of time, becomes one of the moſt fertile 

ſoils upon earth: But what muſt be the 
time to bring it to its utmoſt perfection; 
when after 2000 years it is fill .in-.,moſ 
places but a barren rock ?—lts -progrelſs.s 
poſlibly as follows. The lava being a very 
porous ſubſtance , eaſily catches the, duit 


that-is carried about by the wind; WHA 


- 
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ene t firſt, I obſerve only yields a Kind of moſs; 
to this rotting, and by degrees increaſing. the 
rds Moin, ſome ſmall meagre vegetables are net 
* this coduced; ; which rotting in their turn ar 
iptiom lik wiſe converted into ſoil. But this pro- 


greſs, I ſuppoſe, is often accelerated 
by — aſhes ee as 
] have obſerved in ſome places the richeſt 
ſoil, to the depth of ; or 6 feet and up- 
vards; and ſtill below that, nothing bit 
| rocks of lava: Ine n theſe ſpots that the 
rableiſ trees arrive at ſuch an immenſe ſize. Their 
i roots ſhoot into the crevices of the lava, 
'VegerWF and lay ſuch hold of it, that there is mo 
either inſtance of the winds | rearing them up z 
' large MW though there are many of its breaking off 
n aro heir largeſt branches. A branch of one of 
bility the great cheſnut · trees, where we paſſed 
elore yelte day, has fallen acroſs a deep gullys; 
nd: of 2nd formed a very commodious bridge ow 
the rivulet below. The people ſay it was 

bone by St. Agatha, the guardian ſaint of 
the mountain, who has the R | 
of all its neee Or 


In the loweſt: part \6f abe Gl region of 
Etna, the —— is almoſt over; but in 
the upper parts of the ſame region, near 
the coninenath the Negione Silvoſs, 1 v dr 
not begin for en weeks. 0 


| hs np as we wen ang abuſed 


n 
n 
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black-guards I have never met wich; hut 


they could. As it was all in Sicilian y wi 


interpretation of our guides; however my 
This cuſtom is as old as the time of d 


A their authors. It is ſtill in vogue here at 
much as ever; the matters encourage it} 


by the poets in the fable of Acis and 


Four inſpired by the dreadful voice af hto 


4 J 1 A th Th 4 485 
x 4 * q 4 „ 2 þ 
, | * x 3 1 


bo 
them. They began as ſoon as we War 
were got quite without reach of ec 
voices; Which they extended as much 


could make very little of it, but by. uri 


could not help admiring the volubility ut 
natural elocution with which they ſpoks 


Romans, and probably much older, a8 
is mentioned by Horace, and others 0 


they think it gives them ſpirits, and makes 
the work go on more chearfully; and 
believe they are right, for it is amazing 
what pleaſure they teemed to take in it, and 
what laughing and merriment it occaſioned 


I 1 


I forgot to mention that we paſſed s 
ſource of the famous cold river (il fume" 
Freddo.) This is the river fo celebrate tai 


latea. It was here that Acis was fuppoled 
to have been killed by Polyphemus, and me 
Gods out of compaſſion converted him in 
this river; which, as ſtill retaining the ter 


D 


clop , runs with :great-rapidity' ; and 
. mile from its fource: throw: 
nto the ſea. It riſes: at once out of the 
arth a large ſtream. Its water is remarkably 
ure, and fo extremely cold, that it 18 


old it has a poiſonous quality, 
rhich proceeds from its being e 
ith vitriol; to ſuch à degree, chat cattle 
ave often heen killed hy it. It never freezes; 
hut, what is remarkable, it is ſaid often to 
ontract a degree of cold greater than that 
df ice. ; 6 * 27 TE. 
Theſe patticulars: I was informed of by 
he prieſts at Aci; which place, al ah 
t, Aci Caſtello, Aci Terra, &c. take their 


he mouth of the river Alcantara, one of 


Its riſe on the north fide of mount Etna; 
and marks out the boundary of the moun- 
tain for about 6 —.— 

opped in many places, e eruptions 
of the . that ſtaialy ſpeaking ; 
the ſkirts of Atna extend much beyond it; 
though it has generally been conſidered as 
me boundary. We paſſed it on our way 
to Piedmonte, over / a large bridge built 


[4 
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ame from the unfortunate ſhepherd Acis; 
A little to the eaſt of the river Acis , is 
he moſt conſiderable in the iſland. It takes 
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entirely of lava; and near to this the hg 
of the river is continued for a great way] 
through one of the moſt remarkable, ani 


probably one of the moſt antient lavas tha \ 
ever run from Etna, In many places 
current of the river, which is extreme 
rapid, has worn down the ſolid lava to tholl'® 
depth of 50 or 60 feet. Recupero, the gent oil 
tleman I have mentioned, who is engage 
in writing the natural hiſtory of Etna; tel yh 
me, he had examined this lava with greife 
attention, and he thinks that its courſe , i 
cluding all its windings , is not leſs than la. 
miles. It iſſued from a mountain on i 
north ſide of Ætna, and finding ſome valle m. 
that lay to the eaſt, it took its courſe ut 
way, interrupting the Alcantara in many; 
places, and at laſt arrived at the ſea nol. 
far from the mouth of that river. =. 
| 5 tra 

The city of Jaci or Aci, and indeed al 


the towns on this coaſt , are founded on 
immenſe rocks of lava, heaped one abo 
another, in ſome places to an amazing 
height ; for it appears that theſe flaming tors 
rents, as ſoon as they arrived at the ſea, 
were hardened-into rock , which not yield- 
ing any longer to the preſſure of the liquid 
fire behind ; the melted matter. continuing 
to accumulate, formed a dam of fire, which, 
in a ſhort time, run over the ſohd front, 
Pouring a ſecond torrent into the ocean; 
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is was immediately conſ6lidated, 200 b. 
zeded by a third, and fo on. e 


as Many of the places on this Fee 3 a te · 

es in their antient names; but the properties | | 
cribed to them by che antients are no - 

10 tho more. The river Acis, which is now 7 | 


e ge * proves , Was of. old celebrated for the 
igagel weetneſs and ſalubrity of.. its .Wate 
teln bich Tec ſays, were Ws Wa 


red by the Sicilian ſhepherds, _- 


We were ſurpriſed to find ar ſo a 
190-4086 laces retained the name of this ſwain, who 


12 


ae imagined had never exiſted, but in che 
Aueh magination of the poets: But the Sicilen 
15 authors ſay, that Acis was the name of a 
„ 1 reigned in this part of the iſland, 

© nan the time of the moſt remote antiquity 3 
n confirmation of which, Maſſa gives the 
tranſlation of an inſcription found near Aci 
<< al aſtello f. He is faid to have been ain in 


225 Rey 


Sts, 1 


ht ; Fl 
wing SEPULCHRUM , e , ET ARCEM | 
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2 Caddeil martel di man nel monte Aitiieo; 
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a ſit of jealouſy by Pol emmus ; one af 
Fn of Ætua, —— riſe to th 


able. Anguillara, a Sicilan poet; in 
lating this te pre a tremendous dex g 
the voice of 0 L "the, bo. ia 

been greatly a admired, 


FS. . 10M 


« Tremd pertro bobo Ee 40 i800 

V Fece maggior | Feat: uſcir del monte 
2 E Pacchino, e Peloro, e Lilibeo © 
2 Quaſi attuffar nel mar 1 altera fonte 


„ All Re di Lehno, a Sterope, e a Bronte 
V Fugir fiere & augei di lor ricetto, 
n Ef: ſtrinſe ogni madre 11 0 . 1. 


You will obſerve: o t 4 dat the . 
lian poet cannot in juſtice claim the 4 
merit of theſe lines, as they are evidently; 
borrowed from Virgil's deſcription of tha 
ſound of the fury AleQo's horn, in the lf 
Eneid. of laſt line , erhaps the mol 
8 of the e is almoſt word for 
wor 


„Et trepidæ matres prefſere ad pectora natogn, 


It has been obſerved too, by ſome critics, 
that even this deſcription of Virgil is not 
his own, but copied from the account tht 
Apollonius Rhodius gives of the roaring 

of the dragon that guarded the golden fleece; 
ſo that you ſee there is e new under 


« 
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e ſun. Rhodius probably ſtole it from 7 ke 
dy elſe , and ſo on. Poets have ever been 


ateſt of all thieves, and happy it-is, 


e gre 
in. at p etical theft is no ould otherwiſe; 

a afraid, Parnafſus woukl ve n 1 
— dy propled. a 

rp Farewell; to morrow 1 tal ontrathnd 

bn bring you up with us; for 

wen vill pleaſe to obſerve, int you have 


ot no farther than the city of Jaci; and 
ave ſtill many extinguiſhed yolcanos td 
aſs before es arrival here.: SOL, 


1 | Ever yours, Se. 
L = 1 T E R v 1 £ : 
Eb Se cui, May 2500 


IE at x Jaci. to this city is ens 
rely over lava, and conſequently very 
atiguing and, troubleſome. Within a few 
les of that place, we counted eight moun- 
ains formed by eruption, with every one 
s crater, from whence the burnt matter 
vas diſcharged. Some of | theſe 2 very 


high , and of a great compaſs. It appears 


wht evidently | „ that = eruptions. of mount 
arm Tina have formed the whole of this coaſt, 
ww, and in many places have driven back the 


ſea for very; miles from its n bouny 


$ \ + 
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dary. The account the Sicilian aug 
give of the conflict betwixt theſe two g 
verſe elements is truly tremendous; au 
relating it, they ſeem to have been ſhake 
with horror. Conceive. the front of a tat 
rent of fire, ten miles in .breadth , "ani 
heaped up/to an enormous height, rolli 
down the mountain; and pouring its flag 
into the ocean. The noiſe, they aſſurt iq 
is infinitely: more dreadful than the Joudel 
thunder; and is heard through the whal 
country to an immenſe: diſtance. The wart 
ſeemed to retire and diminiſn before ht 
fire, and to confeſs its ſuperiority ; yielding 
up its poſſeſſions, and contracting its banks] 
to make room for its imperious maſter 
who commands it: « Thus far . ſhalt thei 
„come, and no farther ».—The clouds 
Halt vapour darken the face of the fun; 
covering up this ſcene, under a veil'Y 
horror and of night; and laying 'waſte 
very field and vineyard in theſe regions 
the iſland. The whole fiſh on the coat 
deſtroyed, the colour of the ſea itſelt i 
changed, and the tranſparency of its waten 
loſt for many monthkös. 


4 & 
* * 
ir 


f 
n 


There are three rocks of lava at ſomt 
little diſtance from ſhore , which Pliny tabs 
frequent notice of, and calls them the Three 
Cyclops. It is pretty ſingular , that they #t 
Kill diſtinguiſhed by the ſame name. 
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wo. .ckable , and will ever appear fabulous. 

reat volcano, and has been ſeveral times 
eſtroyed by it: That indeed is not extra- 
rdinary 3 it would have been much more 


is ſituated immediately at 


> had it eſcaped; but What I am going to 


elate, 18 4 {mgularity that probably ney er 


appened to any city but itſelf It was 
ways in great want of a port; till by an 


= 


ruption in the 16th century, and no doubt, 
y the interpoſition of St. Agatha, Whar 
vas denied them by nature, they received 
rom the generoſity of the mountain. A 
ream of lava, running into the ſea, form- 
d a mole. which no expence could have 
urniſned them. This laſted for ſome time 
i ſafe and commodious harbour, till at laft, 
Wy a ſubſequent eruption, it was entirely 
hlied up and demoliſhed; ſo that probably 
he poor ſaint had much ſunk in her credit; 
or at this unfortunate period, her mira= 
ulous veil , looked upon as the . greateſt 
treaſure of Catania, and eſteemed an in- 
allible remedy againſt earthquakes and vol- 
canos, ſeems to have loſt its virtue. The 
torrent burſt over the walls, ſweeping away 
tie images of every ſaint that were placed 
there to oppoſe! it; and laying waſte great 
ured into the 
y ; that at that 
int very juſt 


part of this beautiful city, 
ſea. However, the people 


4 
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rovocation, but that ſhe has long ig 
wo reconciled to them; and has promiſe 
never to ſuffer the mountain to get thi 
better of them for the future. eo 
them are ſo thoroughly convinced of. u 
(for they are extremely ſuperſtitious) that] 
really believe if the lava were at their wall 
they would not asg the pains to remoꝶ 
their effects. Neither is it the veil of $ 
Agatha alone, that they think poſſeſſed i 
this wonderful dominion over the monns 
tain; but every thing that has touched 
that piece of ſacred attire , they ſuppoſe is 
., impregnated in a leſſer degree with it 
lame miraculous properties. Thus there t 

a number of little bits of cotton and linen 
fixed to . — being bleſſed 
by the biſhop, are ſup to acquire Powe 
j to ſave any perſon's houſe — 
and wherever this expedient has failed; it 
is always aſcribed to the want of faith 0 
the perſon , not any want of efficacy it 
the veil. However, they tell you many 
ſtories of theſe bits of cotton being fixed 
to the walls of houſes and vineyards, and 


Preſerving them entirely from the con 10 
Sration. r e 


On our arrival at Catania; 
amazed to find, that in ſo noble and beautis 
ful a city, there was no ſuch thing as-att 
inn, Our guides, indeed, conducted us 

—_ 


f 4 


mile wretchedly mean and dirty, that we were 
t WM obliged to look out for other lodgings; and 
y the aſſiſtance of the Canonico Recupero/,” 
for whom we had letters, we ſoon found 
ourſelves comfortably lodged in a convent. 
wall The prince of Biſcaris (the governor of the 
move — 
tin ion, returned our viſit this forenoon, 
ſech azad made us the moſt obliging offers. 
eee 88: 2 eee 
uche Signor Recupero, who obligingly engages 
oſe to be our Cicerone, has ſnewn us ſome cu- 
0 the rious remains of antiquity); but they have 
e been all ſo ſhaken and ſhattered by the 


lefled found entire, „ 


* 


rden | Near to a vault , which is now thirty feet 2 
d, it below ground , and has probably been a bu- 5 
ith-ofFrial place, there is à draw- well, where there ' 

infW-rc ſeveral ſtrata of lavas, with earth to 4 
mam conſiderable thickneſs: 3 the ſurface of” 
fixedMWcach ſtratum. Recupero has made uſe of 


on tiquity of the eruptions of his mountain. 
For 1 it in. two thouſand” ye 21 
Pupwards to form but a ſcanty ſoil on the 
were urface of a lava, there muſt have been 
eat more than that ſpace of time betwixt each 
as of the eruptions which have formed theſe 
us Wſirata. But what ſhall we ſay of a pit 
= Vor... 1 
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2 houſe they called ſuch; but it was ſo” 


a perſon of very great merit and di- 


e r 


this as an argument to prove the great an- 


98 A TOUR THROUGH ! 
they. ſunk near to Jaci, of a great depth“ 
They Pierced through ſeven Glünd lavaz 
one under the other, the ſurfaces of Which 
were parallel, and moſt of them covered 
with a thick bed of rich earth. Now, ſay! 
he, the eruption which formed the loweſt 
of theſe lavas, if we may be allowed 90 
reaſon from analogy, muſt have flowed from 
the mountain at leaſt 14000 years ago. 


* "ho. 1 


Recupero tells me he is exceedingly em- 
| _ barrafled, by theſe diſcoveries ,/ in Writing 
the hiſtory of the mountain.—That' Moſes 
hangs like a dead weight upon him, and 
blunts all his zeal for * for that 
really he has not the conſcience to make 
his mountain ſo young, as that | prophet 
makes the world. —What do you think of 
theſe ſentiments - from a Roman Catholic: 
divine The biſhop, who is ſtrenuoully 
orthodox for it is an excellent ſee——has 
already warned him to be upon his guard! 
| and not to pretend to be a better natural 
hiſtorian than Moſes; nor to preſume to 
urge any thing that may in the ſmalleſt de 
gree be deemed contradictory to his ſacred 
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and muſeum of the prince of Biſcaris; which, 

in antiques , is inferior to none 1 have ever 
ſeen , except that of the king of Naples at 
Portici. What adds greatly to: the value of 


he ſatisfaction of ſeeing moſt of them broug 
o light. He has dug them out of the Wi 
of the antient theatre of Catania, at an in- 


3 

that credible expence on happily his painshave 
make been amply repai the number and 
ophet Wvariety of curious ff objec he has diſcovered. 
nk of lt would be endleſs to enter into an emi- 


eration of them; even during our ſhort 
oullyWſay , we had the "CarisfaQtion « ſeeing part 
—ha Wot a rich Corinthian cornice, and 
ard: pieces of ſtatues; produced again to the light, 
aturil after lying for fo many ages in darkneſs 
ne to and oblivion. His collection of medals, 
ſt de- Ncameios, and intaglios is likewiſe very rince- 
acred Wy, and ſo are the articles in natural hiſto- 
ry: but che polite and amiable behaviour 
8. of the owner, 1 more pleaſure than all | 
his curioſities. did not, oftentati 

like the prince of Villa Franca, tell us, t 


his houſe and c ges were at our command; 


LE THE E . Vir 1 ; 


ais 8 mornin wo 1 went to 9 50 hs | houſs 


heſe is, that the prince himſelf has 5 : 


but without any hint being given "ark it, we 
| | "A 
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found his coach waiting at our door; and we 
ſhall probably be obliged” to make ule gf 
it during our ſtay. His family conliſts of 
_ the princeſs his wife, a ſon, and a daughter, 
who ſeem to emulate each other in ben, 
' Nity. They put me in mind of ſome happy 
families I have ſeen in our own country, 
but reſemble nothing we have yet met with 
on the continent. He is juſt now building 
2 curious villa on a promontory formed 
the lava of 1669. The ſpot where the hoy 
ſtands was formerly at leaſt 50 feet deep 
water; and the height of the lava aboveths 
preſent level of the ſea, is not leis than g 


wean; 


This afternoon I walked, out alone td 
examine the capricious forms and fing 
egi that this deſtructive branch 
aſſumed in laying waſte the country. I had 
not gone far when I ſpied a magnificen 
building at ſome diſtance, which-ſeemedn 
ſtand on the higheſt part of it. My curiofity 
led me on, as I had heard no mention 
any palace on this {ide of the city. On en 
tering the great gate, my ſurpriſe. was 1 
good deal increaſed; on obſerving, a facade 
almoſt equal to that of Verſailles; a nable 
ſtaircaſe of white. marble, and every * 
that announced a royal magnificence. I hy 
never heard that the kings of Sicily. hat 
a palace at Catania, and yet I could nol 


a 


5er «xp MALTA. tr | 
nd wel :ccount for What 1 ſaw in any other way. 


= SY 


ule of thought the vaſt front before me had been 
its off e whole of the palace; but conceive my 
ghter WM :mazement, when on rurning the corner, 

eng found another front of equal greatneſs 3 
happy and diſcovered that what. 1 nac ſeen was 
ery WM only one ſice of a ſquare.” 
i i o 


* 
* 7 2 


F = 
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nile 1 was no longer in doubt, well 8 
ied chat the church alone could be miſtreſs of 
hohe uch magnificence. I haſtened home to com- 
municate this diſcovery to my friends; 
when I found the Canonico Recupero al- 
ready with them. He abuſed me exceed- 
ingly for protein 3 go out without our 
Cicerone, and declared he had never been 
ſo much difappointed in his life; as he had 
come on purpoſe to carry us there, and to 
enjoy our ſurpriſe and aſtoniſhment. He 
hen told us , that it was no other than a 
onvent of fat Benedictine monks ; who 
vere determined to make ſure of a paradiſe, 
at leaſt in this world, if not in the other, 
Ale added. that they were worth about 
Mn en: 5,000 1. a year; an immenſe ſum indeed 
1 777, 


We went with Recupero to pay our re- 
pects to theſe ſons of humility , temperance, 
ind mortification; and we muſt own, they 
eceived and entertained us with great 
vility and politeneſs, and * without 
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* * 
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oſtentation. Their muſeum is little infe- 
rior to that of the prince of Biſcaris, and 
the apartments that contain it are much 
more magnificent. But their garden. is the 
greateſt curioſity : Although it be formed 
on the rugged and barren ſurface of the 
lava, it has a variety and a neatneſs ſeldom 
to be met with. The walks are broad, and 
paved with flints; and the trees and hedges 
(which by the bye are in a bad taſte, and 
cut into' a number of ridiculous Tas} 
thrive exceedingly, The whole ſoil mu 
have been brought from a great diſtancs, 
as the ſurface of this lava (only 150 years 
old) is as hard and bare as à piece of iron. 
The church belonging to this convent ,'if 
finiſhed , would be one of the fineſt in 
Europe; but as it is founded on the far- 
face of the porous and brittle lava, part 
of the foundation has given way to. the 
preſſure of ſo huge a fabric ; and ſeveral 
of the large arches that were intended ta 
form the different chapels , have already 
fallen down. Only the weſt limb of the crols 
8 a fifth of the whole) is finiſned; and even 
this alone makes a very fine church. Here 
they have the fineſt organ Jever heard, even 
ſuperiour, I think, to that at Harlem. 


We went next to examine where the 
lava had ſcaled the walls of Catania. It 
muſt have been a noble ſight. The wall 
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are 64 palms high, (near 60 feet) and of 
a great ſtrength; otherwiſe ey muſt have 
been borne down by the force of the 
flaming matter which roſe'over this height, 
and ſeems to have mounted conſiderably 
above the top of the wall before it made its 
entry; at lat it came down, ſweeping be- 
fore it every faint in the calendar, who 
were drawn up in order-of battle on pur- 
poſe to oppoſe its paſſage z and marching 
on in triumph, annihilated, in a manner, 
every object that dared to oppoſe it. 
Amongſt other things , it covered up ſome 
fine fountains ; one of which was fo much 
eſteemed, that they have at 8 ue expenee 
pierced through the lava, and have now 
recovered their favourite ſpring. This ex- 
cavation is a very curious work, and wor- 
thy of the attention of travellers. 


Catania is looked upon as one of the 
moſt ancient cities in the iſland , or indeed 
in the world. —Their- legends bear, that it 
was founded by the Cydops , or giants of 
Etna, ſuppoſed to have been the firſt in- 
habitants of Sicily after the deluge; and 
ſome of the Sicilian writers pretend that it 
was built by Deucalion and Pyrrha as ſoon 
as the waters ſubſided, and they had got down 
again to the foot of the mountain. Its ancient 
name was Catetna, or the city of tna. 
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104 -A TOUR THROUGH 
It is now reckoned the third city in the 
kingdom; though ſince Meſſina was de- 
ſtroyed by the plague, it may well be 
conſidered as the — It contains up- 
wards of 30, ooo inhabitants; has an uni- 
verſity, the only one in the iſland; and 
a biſhoprick. The biſhop's revenues are 
conſiderable, and ariſe principally from the 
fale of the ſnow on mount tna. One 
ſmall portion of which, lying on the north 
of the mountain, is ſaid to ws him in 
upwards of 1000 l. a year; for /£tna-fur- 
niſhes ſnow and ice, not only to the whole 
and of Sicily, but likewiſe to Malta and 
a great part of Italy, and makes a very 
confiderable branch of commerce; for even 
the peaſants in theſe hot countries, regale 
themſelves with ices during the ſummer 
heats ; and there is no entertainment given 


by the nobility, of which theſe do not 
alw 


always make a principal part : a famine of 
ſnow, they themſelyes ſay , would be more 
grievous, than a famine of either corn or 


wine. It is a common obſervation amongſt 
them, that without the ſhows of mount 


Etna, their iſland could not be inhabited; 
ſo eſſential has this article of luxury be- 


come to them. But Etna not only keeps 


them cool in ſummer, but likewiſe keeps 
them warm in winter; the fuel for the greateſt 
part of the iſland being carried from the im 
menſe and inexhauſtible foreſts of this vol 


£7 8 
s.3 
{ 


of commerce. But this amazing mountain 
perpetually carries me away from my ſub- 
jet; I was e this city.— What of 
it was ſpared by the eruption 1669, was 
totally ruined by the fatal earthquake 1693; 


when the greateſt part of its inhabitants were 
buried under the walls of their houſes and 


churches. Vet, after ſuch repeated, and fach 
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cano , and conſtitutes too a very large branch 


-» 


diſmal diſaſters , ſo 779 4 their infatuation, . 


that they never could 


prevailed upon to 


change their ſituation. The whole city was 


ſoon rebuilt, after a new and an elegant 
_ , and is now much handfomer than ever. 

ere is ſcarce any doubt, that in ſome 
future commotion of the mountain, it will 
be again laid in aſhes. But at preſent they 
are in perfect ſecurity : The Virgin and St. 
Agatha have both engaged to protect them: 
and under their banner they hold Etna, 
with all the devils it contains, at defiance. 


There are many remains of antiquity in 
this city , but indeed moſt of them are in 
a very ruinous ſtate. One of the moſt re- 
markable is an elephant of lava, with an 
obeliſk of Egyptian granite on his back: 
There are likewiſe conſiderable remains of 
a great. theatre , befides the one belongin 

to the prince of Biſcaris; a large bath almoſ 


entire; the ruins of the great aqueduct, 


18 miles long; the ruins of feveral temples ; 


E 5 
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one of Ceres, another of Vulcan: The e. 
church called Bocca di Fuoco was, likewiſe MY fx 
a temple.” But the, moſt entire of all, is a 

ſmall rotundo, which, as well as the pan: ö 
theon at Rome, and ſome. others to be met rer 
with in Italy, in my opinion, demonſtrates an. 
that form to be the moſt. durable of any, W M. 
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It has now been purged and purify im; 
from all the infection contracted from the in 
| heathen rites, and is become a, chciſſian I pe. 
church, dedicated to the bleſſed Virgin; who MW wo 
has long been conſtituted univerſal legatee, MW of 
and executrix to all the ancient goddeſſes, WM ye; 
celeſtial, terreſtrial, and infernal : and, indeed, MW we 
little more than the names are changed, wa 
the things continuing pretty much the fame MW ch; 
as ever. — The Catholicks themſelves do abe 
not attend to it: but it is not a little c tim 
rious to conſider, how ſmall, is the devi: but 
tion in almoſt every article of their preſent MW ne: 
rites from thoſe of the antients. T have Wl fled 
ſomewhere ſeen anobſervation, which ſeems MW the 
to be a juſt one: That during the long Ml do 
reign of heatheniſm , ſuperſtition had al- W hig 
together exhauſted her talent for invention; MW kis 
ſo that when a ſuperſtitious ſpirit | ſeized IM a f 
Chriſtians , they were under a neceſſity of MW Pat 
| borrowing from their predeceſſors, and ami W wo 
tating ſome part of their idolatry, This ap- in 
pears to be ſtrictly the caſe. I took notice fl his 
of it to Signor R——, who is not the molt of. 
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SICILY and MALTA. 107 
zealous — in the world, and who 
frankly owned the truth of the obſervation. 
In ſome places the very ſame images ſtill 
remain: They have — chriſtened them; 
and what was Venus or Proſerpine, is now 
Mary Magdalene , or the Virgin. The ſame 
ceremonies are daily performed before theſe 
images, in the ſame language, and nearly 
in the ſame manner. The faints are per- 
petually coming down in perſon, and 
working miracles, as the heathen gods did 
of old. The walls of the temples are co+ 
vered with the vows of pilgrims, as they 
were formerly, The holy water, which 
was held in ſuch deteſtation by the | firſt 
chriſtians, is again revered, / and ſprinkled 
about with the ſame devotion as in the 
time of paganiſm. The ſame incenſe is 
burnt , by prieſts arrayed in the ſame man- 
ner, with the ſame grimaces, and genus» 
flections, before the ſame images, and in 
the ſame temples too. In ſhort, fo nearly 
do the rites coincide , that were the pagan .. 
high - prieſt to come back, and re - aſſume 


his functions, he would only have to learn 


a few new names; to get the Mafs, the 
Paters, and the Aves by heart; which 
would be much eafier to him, as they are 
in a language he underſtands , but which 
his modern ſucceſſors are often ignorant 


of. Some things, to be ſure, _— puzzle 


if 


* 

1 
1 
„ 

' #1 

1 

= 

=. 

31 

N . 
31 
4. 
F208 
Wi 

10 

4A? 

. 1 

; l 
Ih 

1 
4.88 
' is 

. 
i. 

. 

at bf 
1 
. 

7 
44; 

4,40 

„ 
11 

1 
wh! 
„ 
i" My ? 
4 4838 
* By 

wad 15 
we 

4 N 4 
St | 
. 
* N 
4 {is 

. + &h 

* 4 

1 

19 

* 14/3 
Fo {4 

. 7 

_ 

N. ; 

F „ 
I "1 
ea 

_ 
iy " 

1 

"i l 

3.0 
. 
4 
4 
11 : 
n 
1 
* 1 77 
9 7 
* 

5 1 
e 1 

48 

4 : 5528 
. 
14 
. 

8 

. 8 
* 4 
8 
*Þ 
1 

vi 

FT 
1 + if * 
4 . 
1 
« = 
[1 — 9 
* 4 15 
15 2. 
mt. 

i 3:88 

1 1 

WE 
. N 
. 7 
13 
4. int 
Wit! 
7 13 
1 \ 
"$1: i'3 
1 
* 43 17 
3 . 

1 
15 

N | 

. 
ny 
NP 

" 7 F 

it Y 

' $8 

"i 
9 
Wo; 4 

U 
ney 
k 

. 

M q 
"47k 

: £5178 
\ 

i 1 
* 
4H 
N U 
1 
„ 
4 
+BY 
. 4 
81 

. 

1. 
, 

© 1. 1 

48411) { 
VS 

hid 

19. . 

. N 

wilt : 

40 N 
+ : 

* 15 

als * | 

W's +: 

Py 

"ny $ * 

e 

1 » 54 
E ' 

5) 

1 
4 
4 
10 

7 

1 $ 
jy 

T3 j 

| | 
| 7 
14 
40 
i" 

* 4 1 

"uf 19 

i. 

. 

1 „ 


obſerve you addreſs her with as 


64 
* 


108 A TOUR THROUGH |. 


him; and he would ſwear that all the 


myſteries of Eleuſis were nothing to the 
amazing myflery of tranſubſtantiation the 
_ one that ever attempted to ſet both our 
underſtanding and our ſenſes at defiance, 
and baffles equally all the faculties both of 
the ſoul and body.—He would , likewiſe, 
be a good deal at a loſs to account for 
the ſtrange metamorphoſis of ſome of his 


old friends. That (he would ſay) I can 


well remember, was the ſtatue of Venus 
Meretrix, and was only worſhipped by 
the looſe and voluptuous. She ſeems to be 


wonderfully improved ſince you made het 
a chriſtian; for I find ſhe is now become 


the great protectreſs of chaſtity and of vir- 
tue.—Juno too, who was fo implacable and 
ſo revengeful, you have ſoftened down 
into a very moderate ſort of deity ; for 1 

lite fear 
or ceremony as any of the reſt of them; 
I with you would make the Furies chriſ- 


ans too, for ſurely they would be much 


the better for it. Hut obſerving the figure 
of St. Anthony, he would exclaim with 
aſtoniſhment : But what do. I behold . 


Jupiter, the ſovereign of gods and men, 
with a ragged cloak over his ſhoulders! 
What a humiliating ſpeQacle! Well do 1 


remember, with what awe we bent before 


that once reſpeQable image. But what has 


become of the thunderbolt, which he held 
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SICILY and MALTA. 109 
in his hand to chaſtiſe the world; and what 
is that he has got in its place ? His con- 
ductor would tell him, that it was only 
a piece of rope, with knots upon it, to 
chaſtiſe himſelf; adding, that he was. now 
doing penance for his long uſurpation; and 
that the thunder had long ago been put 
into better hands. — However, he would 
ſoon find, that even theſe ſaints ſometimes 
change their names, according to the 
enthuſiaſtic caprice of the people; and from 
this verſatility, he would ſtill be in hopes, 
in proceſs of time, to ſee his friend Jupiter 
re- aſſume his bolt and his dignity. 


Do you remember old Huet, —the greateſt 
of all originals? One day, as he paſſed the 
ſtatue of Jupiter in the capitol, he pulled 
off his hat, and made him a bow.—A jaco- 
bite gentleman, who obſerved it, aſked 
him why he paid ſo much reſpect to that 
old gentleman ? For the ſame reaſon, re- 
_ Huet, that you pay ſo much to the 

retender. Beſides , added he, I think there 
is rather a greater probability that his turn 
will come round again , than that of your 
hero; I ſhall therefore endeavour to keep 
well with him, and hope he will never for- 


get that I took notice of him in the time 


of his adverſit . 
Indeed, within the courſe of my own 
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obſervation, I can recolle&t ſome of the 
moſt capital faints in the calendar, he 
have been difgraced by the people, ani 
new names given to their ſtatues. When 
we were in Portugal laſt, war, the people 
of Caſtel Branco were ſo enraged at $t, 
Antonio, for allowing the Spaniards to 
plunder their town, contrary , as 1 
firmed, to his expreſs agreement with them, 
that they broke many of his ſtatues to 
pieces; and one that had been more re- 
vered than the reſt, they took the head off, 
and clapped on one of St. Francis in its 
place; whoſe name the flatue ever after 
retained. Even the great St. Januarius him- 
ſelf, I am told, was in imminent danger 
during the laſt famine at Naples. A Swik 
gentleman aſſured me , that he had heard 
them load him with abuſe and invective; 
and declared point- blank, that if he did 
not procure them corn by ſuch a time, he 
ſhould no longer be their faint. However, 
ſuch inſtances are but rare; and in general 
the poor catholicks are fully indemnified 
for theſe ſudden fits of paſhon and reſeht- 
ment, from the full perſuaſion of the ins 
mediate preſence and protection of their 
beloved patrons. EM 


I have obſerved, with 1 3 that 
glow of gratitude and affection that has 
animated their countenances; and ani per- 
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SICILY any MALTA. 112 
ſuaded that the warmth of enthuſiaſtic 
devotion they often feel before their- fas 
yourite ſaints , particularly their female ones, 
muſt have ſomething extremely delightful 
in it; reſembling , perhaps, the pure and 
delicate ſenſations of the 3 L love. 
[ own I have ſometimes envied them their 
feelings; and in my heart curſed the pride 
of reaſon; and philoſophy, with all its cool 
and taſteleſs 25-245 „ that lulls into a 
kind of ſtoical apathy theſe moſt exquiſite 
ſenſations of the ſoul. Who would not 
chuſe to be deceived,. when the deception 
raiſes in him theſe delicious paſſions, that 
are ſo worthy of the human heart; and 
for which, of all others, it ſeems to be the 
moſt fitted? But if once you have. ſteeled 
it over with the hard and - impenetrable 
temper of philoſophy ;. theſe fine-ſpun 
threads of weakneſs and affection, that were 
ſo pliable, and ſo eaſily tied, become hard 
and inflexible; and for ever loſe that de- 
licate tone of ſenſibility that put them into 
a kind of uniſon and vibration with every 
obe gt around us: For it is certainly true, 
what has been ſaid. of one part of our ſpecies, 
and may. almoſt with equal juſtice be ap- 
plied to the whole, | . 


» That to their weakneſs half their charms we 


owe . 


I remember Doctor Tiſſot told me, he 
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had a patient that actually died of love for 
Chriſt; and when in the laſt extremity, 
ſeemed ftill to enjoy the greateſt happi 
neſs; calling upon him with all the fond. 
neſs of the moſt enthuſiaſtic paſſion. And 
from what I have often obſerved before the 
ſtatues of the Virgin and St. Agatha, I am 
perſuaded, they have many inamoratos that 
mg willingly lay down their lives for 
them, | 1 


Nov, pray don't you think too, that 
this perſonal kind of worſhip is much better 
adapted to the capacities of the vulgar, 
than the more pure and ſublime modes of 
it; which would only diſtract and confound 
their ſimple underſtandings ,' unaccuſtomed 
to ſpeculation ; and that certainly require 
ſomething groſs and material, ſome objed 
of ſenſe to fix their attention ?—This even 
feems to have been the opinion of ſome of 
the ſacred writers, who often repreſent God 
under ſome material form. _ 


| Were you to attempt to give a country- 
fellow an idea of the deity; were you to 
tell him of a being that is immaterial, and 
yet whoſe eſſence penetrates all matter; 
who has exiſted from all eternity , and 
whoſe extenſion is equally boundleſs with 
his duration; who fills and pervades mil 
lions of worlds, and animates every object 
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they contain; and who, in the ſublime 
language of our poet, | 


» Tho! chang'd thro! all, is yet in all the ſame, 
„Great in the earth, as in th' ætherial frame: 
» Warms in the ſun, refreshes in the breeze, 
» Glows in the ſtars, and bloſſoms in the trees; 
„Lives thro' all life, extends thro' all extent; 
» Spreads undivided , operates unſpent. 

„To him no high, no low, no great, no ſmallz 
He fills, he bounds, connects, and equals all „. 


Now, what do you imagine he would think 
of ſuch a being ? I am afraid his underftanding 
would be ſo bewildered, that he could not 
think at all. But ſer up before him the fi- 
gure of a fine woman, with a beautiful 
child in her arms, the moſt intereſting ob- 
ject in nature: and tell him ſhe can procure , 
him every thing he wants; he knows per- 
fetly well what he is about; feels himſelf 
animated by the object, and prays to her 
with all his might. | 


 Adieu,—We are going to be very buſy; 
and are preparing every thing for one of 
the greateſt objeqs of our expedition; the 
examination of mount Etna. Indeed, we 
have received but bad encouragement; and 
are beginning to doubt of the poſſibility of 
ſucceſs. Recupero tells us, that the ſeaſon 
i not far enough advanced yet, by ſome 
months ; and that he does not think it will 
be poſſible to get near the ſummit of the 
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termined to make a bold puſh for it. The 


this is a ſure indication of the violence & 


means, to provide plenty of liqueurs, warm 


night in the open air, in a (climate, he u. 


is very {ſingular if this be true; for at pre 


mountain. The laſt winter, he ſays, wy 
ſo uncommonly ſevere , that the circle 
ſnow extended much nearer the foot of th; 
mountain than uſual ; that although thi 
circle is now greatly contracted, it ſtill ex 
tends nine or ten miles below the crater, 
He adviſes us to return this way in the 
month of Auguſt; and, if poſſible, make 
Etna the laſt part of our expedition. If we 
do not — to- morrow, we ſhall pro. 
bably follow his advice; but we are all de 


weather is the moſt favourable that can he 
imagined : Here is a delightful evening;MWthe 
and by the ftar-light we can ch 

ſmoke rolling down the ſide of the moun 
tain like a vaſt torrent. Recupero ſays, 


the cold in theſe exalted regions of the at 
moſphere , which condenſes the vapour, and 
makes it fall down, the moment it iſſue Reg 
out of the crater. He adviſes us, by al 


fur cloaks, and hatchets to cut wood; # 
we ſhall probably be obliged to paſs the 


ſures us, as cold as that of Greenland, lt 


ſent we are melting with heat, in thin ſuit I firſt 

of taffeta. Adieu. You ſhall know it al tan 

on our return, if we do not ſhare the fate try 

of Empedpcles. | _ exte 
| Ever yours. 
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Ov the 27th, by day-break, we ſet off 
to viſit mount Etna, that venerable: and 
teſpectable father of mountains. His baſe, 
and his immenſe declivities, are covered 
over with a numerous progeny of his own: 
for every great eruption- produces a new 
mountain; and perhaps, by the number of 
theſe, better than by any other method; 
the number of eruptions, and the age of 
Tina itſelf , might be aſcertained, Þ— — > 


The whole mountain is divided into three 
diſtinct regions, called La Regione Culta , or 
Piedmonteſe, The Fertile Region; la Re- 
gione Silvoſa, or Nemoroſa, The Woody 
Region; and {a Regione Deſerta, or Scoperta, 
al The Barren Region. RT 


: 3M Theſe three are as different, both in cli- 
the mate and productions, as the three zones 
. Nof the earth; and perhaps, with equal pro- 
. I priety, might have been 2 the Torrid, 
pre- the Temperate, and the Frigid zone. The 


ſuitz A firſt region ſurrounds the foot of the moun- 
t ali tain, and conſtitutes the moſt fertile coun- 
fate try in the world on all ſides of it, to the 
extent of about fourteen or fifteen miles; 
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116 A TOUR THROUGH 
where the woody region begins. It is com 
poſed almoſt entirely of lava, which, after 
a number of ages, is at laſt converted into 
the moſt fertile of all foils — © 
At Nicolofi , which is twelve miles yp 
the mountain, we found the barometer xt 
27: 15; at Catania it ſtood at 29: 82; al: 
though the former elevation is not very 
great, probably not exceeding 3000 feet, 
yet the climate was totally changed; At 
Catania the harveſt was entirely over, and 
the heats were inſupportable; here they 
were moderate , and in many places the 
corn is as yet green. The road for theſe 
twelve miles is the worſt I ever travelled; 
entirely over old lavas and the mouths of 
extinguiſhed volcanos, now converted into 
corn - fields, vineyards, and orchards, _ 


The fruit of this region is reckoned the 
fineſt in Sicily, particularly the figs, of 
which they have a great variety. One of 
theſe of a very large ſize, eſteemed fupe; 
rior in flavour to all the reſt, they pretend 
is peculiar to Etna. 15 _ 


The lavas, which as I have already faid 
form this region of the mountain, take their 
riſe from an infinite number of the moſt 
beautiful little mountains on earth , which 
are every where ſcattered on the immenſe 
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declivity of Ætna. Theſe are all of a re- 
ular figure; either that of-a cone, or a 
t niſphere.; and all, but a; very few, are 
covered with beautiful trees, and the richeſt 
yerdure : Every eruption generally forms 
= a of theſe mountains. As the great crater 
er + {of Etna itſelf is raiſed to ſuch an enormous 
height above the lower regions ofthe moun- 
very lin, it is not poſſible, that the internal fire 
roo: rging for a vent, even round the baſe , and 
A Do doubt vaſtly below it, ſhould be car- 
ried to the height of twelve orthirteen thou- 
hey Mend feet, for probably ſo high is the ſummit 
the of Etna. It has therefore generally happened, 
keſs that after ſhaking the mountain and its 
led; N neishbourhood for ſome time, it at laſt burſts 
$ of open its fide, and this is called an eruption. 
At firſt it only ſends forth a thick ſmoke 
and ſhowers of aſhes that lay waſte the 
adjacent country: Theſe are foon followed 
the by red hot ſtones, and rocks of a great 
of ze, thrown to an immenſe height in the 
e of ar. The fall of theſe ſtones, together with 
wer he quantities of aſhes diſcharged at the 
end Mime time, at laſt form the ſpherical and 
conical mountains I have mentioned. Some- 
mes this procels is finiſhed in the courſe 
fad Nof a fe days, ſometimes it laſts for months, 


heir MW vhich was the caſe in the great eruption 


noſt 1669. In that caſe, the mountain formed 
ich Is of a great ſize ; ſome of them are not 
ne M/s than ſeven or eight miles round, and 


. 
* is 7 q 
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upwards of 1000 feet in perpendicular height; 
others are not more than two'or three miles 
round, and 3 or 400 feet high, © 
After the new mountain is formed, the 
lava generally burſts out from its lower {id6* 
and bearing every thing before it, is for 
the moſt part terminated by the ſea, Thi 
is the common progreſs of an eruption; 
however, it ſometimes happens, though 
rarely, that the lava burſts at once "from 
the ſide of the mountain, without all theſe 
attending circumſtances 3 and this is I 
monly the caſe with the eruptions of V. 
ſuvius, where the elevation being ſo muck 
ſmaller, the melted matter is general| 
carried up into. the crater of the mountain; 
which then exhibits the phænomena I have 
deſcribed; diſcharging ſhowers of "ſtones 
and aſhes from the mouth of the volcano; 
without forming any new mountain, bi 
only adding conſiderably to the height of 
the old one; till at laſt the lava, niſing 
near the ſummit, burſts the ſide of th 
crater, and the eruption is declared. This 
has literally. been the caſe with two eri 
tions I have been an attentive witnels'0l 
in that mountain; but Etna is upon a muc 
larger ſcale, and one crater is not enoug 
to give vent to ſuch oceans of liquid fire. 
; n | SLIT it £65 233,03 $6008 
_ Recupero aſſures me, he ſaw in an eruf 
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on of that mountain large rocks of fire 
{charged to the height of ſome thouſand 
et, with a noiſe much more terrible than 
zt of thunder. He meaſured from the 


| z:ched the ground, and found they took 


cording to the rule of the ſpaces, being as 
Je ſquares of the times, amounts, I think, 


ouch upwards of 7000 feet. A moſt aſtoniſuj- 


height ſurely , and requiring a force of 


eption of. I meaſured the 2 of the 
wloſions of Veſuvius by the fame rule, 
Wd never obſerved any of the ſtones thrown 
om it to take more than nine ſeconds to 

in eſcend, which ſhews they had rifen to 
haveWitle more than 1200 feet. 
Our landlord- at Nicoloſi gave ns an ac- 
ount of the ſingular fate of the beautiful 


Wrtility , and PRO for its honey, that 
vas called Mel Paſh-, till it was over- 

helmed by the lava of Etna; and having 
en become totally barren, by a kind of 
un its name was changed to Mal Paſſi. In 


om the mountain, it ſoon re- aſſumed its 


erup ears was called Bel 


Laſt of all, in 
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ne of their greateſt elevation till they 


renty-one ſeconds to deſcend; which, 


rojetion beyond what we have any con- 


ountry near Hybla, at no great diſtance 
en hence. It was ſo celebrated for its 


ſecond eruption, by a ſhower of aſhes 


tient beauty and wr” and for many 


FE 1 * 
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8 
the unfortunate æra of 1669, it was agagſedre 
laid under an ocean of fire, and redue bme 
to the moſt wretched ſterility, ſince hid | 
time it is known _ by its ſecond y T 
pellation of Mal P hi. However, the lay; erupt 
in its courſe over this beautiful country Mp.4; 
has. left ſeveral little iſlands or hillocksM. or 
juſt enough to ſhew what it formerly waWhouſ 
Theſe make a ſingular appearance, in alyhic! 
the bloom of the moſt luxuriant vegetation i xſt, 
ſurrounded and rendered almoſt inacceſlibi; th 
by large fields of black and rugged lay They 

he mountain from whence the firſt erupMcoyc 
tion iſſued, that covered the Mel Pall; good 
known by the name of Monpelieri; 1 v deed 
ſtruck with its beautiful appearance at chure 
_ diſtance, and could not reſiſt the deſire yell 
had of examining it minutely, as well a; co 
of obſerving the effects of the two erupMerup! 
tions that overwhelmed this celebrateW{cme 
country. _ od ol pour. 
25 wes, | 8 „ tuoſit 
| Monpelieri is rather of a ſpherical thai chur 
a conical ſhape, and does not riſe in peſſſl entir. 
pendicular height above 300 feet, but it off ;; 
Jo perfectly regular on every ſide, and of th 
richly overſpread with fruits and flowers has ! 
that 1 could not leave ſo heavenly. a ſpot ingu 
without the greateſt regret. Its cup or crate 
is large in proportion to the mountain, an TI 
13 as exactly hollowed out as the beſt mad ne 
bowl. I walked quite round its outwa nd 


ed 


edge and chink: the;eircumſerence muſt be 
0 bme what e, ann mile. N 
4 17 


Fall. This: inowntajmenvas 1. — Ln ol 


lava euption that deſtroyed:the:comntry of Mel 


ry paſfi, and is of à very old date, It buried 
xk: great number of villages and co 


1 rhich are more regretted than all the 
tion elt, on account of three ſtatues, reckoned 


abi that time the moſt perfect in the iſland. 


lava They have attempted, but in vain, to re- 
erupFcoyer them; as the ſpot where the churches 
lood could never he juſtly aſcertained. In- 


churches were built of lava, which it is 


Wit comes into contact wic a torrent of new 
rug erupted matter: Aud Maſſa fays, that in 
rar ſome eruptions of Etna, the lava has. 
poured down with ſuch 4 ſudden impe- 
tuoſity , that in the courſe of a few hours, 
churches, palaces, and villages, have been 


it ock in fuſion. without leaving the leaſt mark 

d Moe their former exiſtence. Hut if the lava 
has had any conſiderable time to cool, * 

on e effect never happen, - 125 

1 us tio Pottric 

„ The great eruption of 1669, after Qraking 

malt whole country: around for four months, 


VOY end forming a very large a ach of 


edge Vor. I. 


* 


untry; 
houſes; and particularly two noble churches, 


deed it is impoſſihle it ſhould; for theſe 


ire well known is immediately n 


entirely melted down, and the whole run 


5 
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ones and aſhes, burſt out about''a, mile alle 
above Monpelieri, and deſcending like a vin 
torrent, bore directly againſt the middle of ne 
that mountain, and 4 they pretend )-pert6-M am. 
rated it from fide to fide: this however I off. 
doubt, as it muſt have broken the regula lav. 
form of the mountain, which is not the the 
caſe. But certain it is, that it pierced it to of 
a great depth. The lava then divided into 

two branches; and ſurrounding this moum i = 
tain, joined again on its ſouth ſide; and wh 
laying . waſte the whole country 'berwixt we! 
that and Catania, ſcaled the walls of chat of : 
city, and poured its flaming. torrent into 
the ocean. In its way , it is ſaid to have 
deſtroyed the poſſeſſions of near 30,000 
people, and reduced them to beggary. It 
formed ſeveral hills wllere there were for- 
merly valleys, and filled up a large lake, 
of which there is not now the leaſt yeſtige 
to be ſocenn. z mes Dew 


— 


As the events of this eruption are bettet 
known than any other, they tell 'a great 
many ſingular ſtories of it; one of which, 
however incredible it may appear; is well 
aſcertained. A vineyard, belonging to 
convent of Jeſuits , lay directly in its way. 
This vineyard was formed on an antient 


lava, probably a thin one, with a numberi \ 
of caverns and crevices under it. The WW roc 
quid lava entering into theſe caverns, f0on tat 


« 
* 
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filed them up, and by degrees bore up the 
vineyard; and the Jeſuits, who every mo- 
ment expected to ſee it buried, beheld with 
zmazement the whole field begin to move 
off. It was carried on the ſurface of the 
lava to a conſiderable diſtance; and though 
the greateſt part was deſtroyed, yet ſome 
of it remains to this day. Pa 40 


We went to examine the mouth from 


whence this dreadful torrent iſſued ; and 
were ſurpriſed to find it only a ſmall hole, 
of about three or four yards diameter. The 
mountain from whence it ſprung, I think, 
is little leſs than the conical part of Ve- 
ſuyius. ” | Rn? 


There is a vaſt cavern on the oppoſite 
ſide of it, where people go to ſhoot wild 
pigeons , which breed there in great abun- 
dance. The innermoſt parts of this cavern 
are ſo very Aas and; gloomy , that our 
landlord told us ſome people had loft their 
ſenſes from having advanced too far, ima® 
gining they ſaw devils and the ſpirits of 
the damned; for it is fill very generally 
. here, that tna is the mouth of 

"ji 155 gran 


We found a degree of wildneſs and fe- 
rocity in the inhabitants of this mountain, 
that L have not obſerved any 1 72 elſe. 
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It put me in mind of an obſervation the 
Padre della Torre (the hiſtoriographer of 
mount Veſuvius) told me he had often made 
in the confines of Naples; that in the 
places where the air is moſt - impregnated 
with ſulphur and hot exhalations, the peo 
le were always moſt wicked and vicious. 
hateyer truth there may be in the obſer- 
vation, the people about Nicoloſi at leaf 
ſeem to cadet it. The whole village 
flocked round us, and the women in parti- 
cular abuſed us exceedingly; the cauſe of 
which we at laſt found was, that Fj 
blooming complexion and- white ſkin had 
made them take him for one of their own 
ſex. They made a great clamour , and it 
was with difficulty we could appeaſe them, 
The perſon, whom Recupero had appointed 
to accompany us, known by the name of 
the Cyclops, (the man in the iſland that 
is beſt acquainted with mount Etna) was 
ordered by them not to go with us; and if 
we had not at laſt obtained their conſent 
aby ſoothing and flattery , the beſt method 
with women, he durſt not have diſobeyed 
them. At firſt we had been obliged to 
mut the gate of the court, they were ſo 
very noiſy and tumultuous; but when our 
Mader (a prieſt) for whom we had letters 
from Catania, aſſured them that we were 
Chriſtians, and came with no bad inten- 
tions, they became more moderate, and 
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n the ve ventured out amongſt them. — This con- 
er of gdence ſoon acquired theirs; and in a ſhore 
made MW time we became good friends, and had a 
1 the great deal of converſa tion. 
mate , ene 


It was with much difficulty 1 could per- 


5 peo- 8 
ious; ſuade them that we were not come to ſearen 
)bſer. for hidden treaſures, a great quantity of + 
leaf MW which they believe is to be found in Mon- 
illage pelieri; and when I went to that mountain 
parti- I ey were then fully convinced that this 
ſe of was our intention. Two of the men fol- 
loved me, and kept a cloſe eye on every 
had ſtep that I took; and when I lifted any bit 
own of lava or pumice, they came running up, 
ad it thinking it was ſomething very precious; 
hem, MW but when they obſerved they were only 
inted WM bits of ſtone, and that I put them into my 
ie of pocket, they laughed heartily, talking to 


that W© one another in their mountain jargon , which 
was is unintelligible even to Italians; 9 
nd if as moſt of them ſpeak Italian ſo as to 


ſent underſtood 5 they : aſked me what 1 | was . 
thod going to make of thoſe bits of ſtone? 
eyed I told them they were of great value in our - 
| to country ; that the people there had a way 4 

e ſo Hof making gold of them: Ar this they bot 

our ſeemed exceedingly ſurpriſed, and ſpoke 
tters MW again in their own tongue. However; I 
were found they did not believe me; one of 
ten- hem told me, if that had been true, 1 
and N certainly would not have been fo 5 in 
| 3 


— 


& 


R 
7 a * 1 
1 
«34 "2 
_ fv 
- C * 
„ 
is Þ 
-. 1158 
= 4. 
i& V 
by 7 1 
7. "8 
97 * 
5 5 
{ : 
2 Pl 
. of 
\ U 
s ; Td. 
N j . 
7 EY 4 
1 . 
9 : 
5 i 
24 
= 
n -114 
U * 
7 by 
. : 
1 
4 7 ? * 
l 
. . * 
nn 
1 i 
1 f . 
nl 1 
"77 
r i 1 
03 5 
be Kh 
„ 
— Nin 
4 28 : 
_ 4418 
Fry 
f wt 5 
„ h 
} 1 
1 * 1 
d FM * 
1 
x , ; 
„ * 
' . 
3 4 
n 
5 x 
D by 
- 114 
* 
o 4 * 
5 5 
i 
Dp 11 1 
= ; WW x 
"Fa 
. +44 5 
_ 4 
8 1 f 1 
ii 
Yay 1 
N . . 
c ; 7 
1 
o & * 1 
1 2 vv 
Fr 2 
»* © 1 
1 
22 9 
— 
14 
2+. 
5 L 
4 * d 4 
F ++, 088 
* J 0 
$ 17 
1 "41 4 1 
4 
_ 1, fr 
q —_— 
4 -| 41.0 
by: 
Na 
5 
Ge 
a 
= 
ll 4 
«4 1 
1 
bs N 
71 7 
by] 19 { x 
ff ts 
- 4 ; IN 
” 43 
„ 
F N 


Es 


N P 
" * M L 4 "4 
1 ; £34 *F5 


= _ gr” =" _— _ 
dee ang 


art; 


— 


N — — 
— wag 
Can, 


— — 
— WY 
N 
— 
my 


—— — — 
n a Y 
— — - 2 — 
_ = > + IAGSS ———— : 
— [4 ———__ ” » 
PEW LOT DO ** 
=_ me . 1 


x26 A TOUR THROUGH 
telling it: But, ſaid he, if it is ſo , we will 
ſerye ”= for ever, if you will teach usthat 
r then we fhall be the richeſt people 
on earth. I aſſured them that I had dot 
yet learned it myſelf, and that it was a 
ſecret known only to very few. They were 
likewiſe a good deal ſurpriſed to ſee me pul 
out of my pocket a magnetical needle and 
a ſmall electrometer, which I had prepared 
at Catania to examine the electrical ſtate of 
the air; and I was at firſt afraid they ſhould 
have taken me for a conjuror (which yon 
know already happened amongſt the Appe- 
but luckily that idea did not ſtrike 


On our way back to Nicoloſi we were 
joined by three or four more, with their 
wives. I began to be à little afraid of my- 
ſelf, left they ſhould infiſt on knowing the 
ſecret. However, I took out my bits of 
lava, and told them they were at their 
ſervice, if they had any occaſion for them. 
But they refuſed them, ſaying, they wiſhed 


to the Virgin, and St. Agatha, that I could 


take away the whole of it; as it had ruined 


the fineſt country in all Sicily. 


| One fellow, who aſſumed an air of ſu- 


perior wiſdom and dignity to the reſt, 
made them form a circle round him, and 
began to interrogate me with great gravity 


4 e 
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and compo ſure. : It. was with. difficulty 1 
could keep my countenance; but as I was 
one with them, at ſome diſtance from the 


ſred me to anſwer him with truth and pre- 
ciſion, _ were the 8 of our 
coming ſo fatiguing and diſagreeahle a 
journey ? I told him, on my word, that 
ve had no other motive but curioſity to 
examine mount Etna. On which , laugh; 
ing to one another with great contempt; 
Un bel ragione queſto aon e vero, ſaid they: 


low then aſked me what coun 
of? J told him; we were 1 


e were 
E dove & 


loro paeſe? ſaid hez whereabouts does their 


country 


lie? I told lim it was a great way 


vero, ſaid the fellow, e creuono in Criſto 
quell; Inglefi?— tald bim ( — . that 


they did-—Ah , ſaid he, ſhak # 
m! pare che von 8 of the 


company then obſerved, that he remems 
bered ſeveral of theſe Ingleſi, that, at dif- 

ferent times, had paid viſits tomount Etna, 
and that they never yet could find out their 
motive; but that he recollected very well, 


to have heard many of their old 
that the Ingieſt kh 


people ſay, 
a queen that had burnt 


in the mountain for many years paſt; and 


that they ſu | 
from ſome devotion or reſpect to her me- 


ppdſed theſe viſus were made 
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mory. I aſſured them that the Iagleſ hd 
but too little reſpect for their — 
they were alive, but that they never troubled 
themſelves about them after they were dead 
however, as all the others confirmed "this 
teſtimony, I thought it was beſt to ſay 
little againſt it; but I was extremely curious 
to know who this queen might be. They 


alleged that I knew much better than they; 


but added, that her name was Anna. 


I could pot conceive what queen Anne 
had done to bring her there 3! and was 
puzzling myſelf to find it ont, when! one 
of them — cleared up the matter; be 
told me ſne was wife to a king that had 
been a Chriſtian, and that ſhe' had made 
him an Heretic, and was in' conſequence 


condemned to burn for ever in mount 


Etna. In ſhort, L found it was no other 
than poor Anne Boloyne. As ſoon as | 
mentioned the name, Si, ſignor, ſaid: the 


fellow, Liſteſſa, 175 a, la conoſce megii 


che noi. T aſked, if her huſband was there 
too, for that he deſerved it much better 


than ſhe: ſicuro, ſaid he, and all his heretic 


ſubjects too; and if you are of that num: 
ber, you need not be in ſuch a hurry to 

et thither, you will be ſure of it at aft 
I thanked him, and went to join our com- 
pany not a little amuſed wich the con- 
venation . n i n 


{| 
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We ſoon after left Nicoloſi, and in an 


hour and a half's travelling, over barren 
aſhes and lava, we arrived on the-confines 
of the Regione Silvoſa, or the Temperate 


Zone. As ſoon as we entered theſe delight- 


ful foreſts, we ſeemed to have got into an» 
other world. The air, which before was 
ſultry and hot, was now cool and refreſh- 


ing; and every breeze was loaded: with a 
thouſand perfumes, the whole ground being 


covered over with the richeſt aromatic 
plants. Many parts of this region are ſurely 
the moſt heavenly ſpots upon earth; and if 
Etna reſembles hell within, it may with 
equal juſtice be ſaid to reſemble paradiſe 
without, AO HO ee dene 


| 1954 F 
It is indeed a curious conſideration, 


that this mountain ſhould: reunitei every 


beauty and every horrour; and, in ſhort; 
all the moſt oppoſite and diſſimilar objects 
in nature. Here you obſerve a gulph, that 
formerly threw out torrents of fire, now 


covered with the moſt luxuriant yegetations 
and from an object of terrour, _ 


one of delight. Here 2 gather the 
delicious fruit, riſing from what was þ 


lately a black and barren rock. Here the 


ground is covered with every flower; and 
we wander over theſe beauties, and con- 
template this wilderneſs of ſweets, without 
conſidering that hell, with all * terrours, 
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is immediately under our. feet; and that 
but a few yards ſeparate us from lakes of 
liquid fire and brimſtone. 1 


But our aſtoniſhment ſtill increaſes, on 
caſting our eyes on the higher regions of 
the mountain. There we behold, in per- 
petual union, the two elements that are at 
perpetual war; an immenſe gulph of fire, 
for ever exiſting - in the midſt of ſnowy 
which it has not power to melt; and im- 
menſe fields of ſnow and ice for ever ſur- 
rounding this gulph of fire, which they 
have not power to extinguiſh. . E 


The woody region of Etna aſcends for 
about eight or nine miles, and forms a zone 
or girdle, of the brighteſt green, all around 
the mountain. This night we paſſedithrough 
little more than the half of it; arriving 
ſome time before ſun-ſet at our lodgings, 
which wasno other thana large cave, form- 
ed by one of the moſt antient and vene- 
rable lavas. It is called La Spelonca delle Ca- 
priole, or the goats cavern, becauſe fre- 
2 by thoſe animals; who take re- 

ge there in bad weather. 
Hlere we were delighted with the con- 
remplation of many grave and beautiful 
objects; the proſpet on all ſides is im- 
menſe; and we already ſeem to be lifted 
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up from 15 een to miner, 


new e N. Aer. 

Our cavern i is 888 5 the moſt 
ſtate l) nen oaks; of the dry leaves 
of which, we made very comfortable beds; 
and with our hatchets/, which we had brought 
on purpoſe, we cut down great: branches, 
and, in à ſhorti time, pad. a \ ela En 
to roaſt an ox. 1, obſerved e 
ter, and found, from 71 16 410i. 
had now fallen below 60, The 
ſtood at 24: 2. In, one *. cave 
ve ſtill found a great quantity of ſnow, 
which ſeemed to be ſent there on purpoſe 
for us, as there was no water to be found. 
With this we filled our D. las tea 
and bread and butter, was the onl y.. ſupper 
we had provided ; and. probably _ beſt 
one to prevent us om. att oi overcome by 


ſep of. Sic aw en 1 E now: 2 


5 THO" — 1 1 

Not a grea — chi cavern, are 
two of the = natal mountains of all 
that number - that: ſpring, from Etna. I 
mounted one of our beſt mules, and with 
a good deal of. difficulty; arrived at the ſum- 
mit of the higheſt of them, juſt a little 
before ſumſet. Ihe proſpect of Sely, with 
the ſurrounding ſea — all its iflands,, was 
wonderfully noble, The whole courſe, of 


the river tus, ib e ; n » 
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132 A TOUR THRO UGH 
and ſeveral other antient towns; the rich 
corn · fields and vineyards on 'the lower 


region of the mountain, and the amazing 
number of Beautiful mountains below; . 


a delightful ſcene. The hollow e craters 


[theſe two mountains are each of them con- 
ſiderably larger than that of Veſuvius. They 

are now filled with ſtately oaks; and vole, 
to a great depth with the richeſt ſoil. I'sþ- 
ſerved that this region of Etna, like the 
former, is compoſed of lavalz but this i 

no covered ſo deep with eurth, that it is 0 
where to be Lern but in tlie beds of the 
torrents. In many of theſetir is worn don 
by the water to the depth of fifty or fixty 
feet, and in one of them ſtill conſidetably 
more. — What an idea does not this give of 
the amazing antiquity __ the dann of 
this n een 1 v1 | 3113 * LY QUJ-' a ELIF 


— 2 
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a fin as it was dark 1 
cave and took poſſeſſion of our bed of 


7 q 


5 


leaves. Our reſt, however , was ſoniewhat 


diſturbed by the noiſe of a mountain hat 
lay a good way off on our right. It "dif 
char 18 quantities of ſmoke, and made ſe- 
veral exploſions like heavy cannon at a 
diſtance; but what is ſingular; we could 
obſerve 'no appearance of fire. This mou. 
tain was formed by an eruption in 1766, 
now upwards of four years ago; the fire 
of which is not yet extinguiſhed, neither i 


red-hot in the center 'lonj 


* 
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SICILY and MALTA. 135 
the lava by any means cold. This lav 
ſpent its fury on a- beautiful foreſt, which 
it laid waſte to the extent of a good many 
miles. In many places it has run into 
gullies of a great depth, which it has filled 
up to the height, we are told, of 200 feet. 
It is in theſe places where it retains the 

reateſt heat. On our road to-day ve 
krambled up this lava, and went a con- 


ſiderable way over its ſurface, which ap- 


peared perfectly cold; but it is certain, that 
in many places it ſtill emits volumes of 
ſmoke ,- particularly after rain; and the 
people ſay, what 1 can readily believe, 
that this will continue to be the caſe for ſome 
years, Where the lava is thickeſt. A ſolid 
body of fire ſome hundreds of feet thick, 
and of ſo great an extent, muſt certainly 
retain its heat for many years. The ſur- 
face indeed ſoon becomes black and hard, 
and incloſes the liquid fire within, in a kind 
of ſolid box, excluding all impreſſions from 
the external air or from the weather. Thus 
have ſeen, many months after eruptions 
of mount. Veſuvius, a. bed of lava though 
only of a few feet thick , has continued 
after the fur- 
face was cold; and a ſtick thruſt into js 
crevices, inftantly» took fire, although there 
vas no perceptible heat without. 
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Maſſa, a Sicilian author of credit, ſays; 
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he was at Catania- eight years after the g 
eruption in 1669, and that he ſtill f 
the lava in many places was not cold: Bu 
there is an eaſy method of calculating ſbe 
time that bodies take to cool :—Sir- Ia 
Newton, I think', in his account -of the 
comet of 1680, ſuppoſes the times to be a 
the ſquares of thew diameters; and finding 

that a ſolid ball of metal of two — 
made red-hot , required upwards of an hour 
to become —— cold, made the caleu- 
lation from that to a body of the diameter 
of the earth, and found it would 8 
upwards of twenty thouſand years. 

rule be juſt, you may eaſily compute the 
time that the lava will take 1o become 
thoroughly cold; and that you may have 
time to do ſo, I ſhall here break off my 
letter, which I am obliged to write in bed, 
in a very aukward and diſagreeable HEE 
the cauſe of which ſhall be explained 

in w_ next. Adieu. 2 


Ever yours. * * 


A ; . 
1 ; 
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aun, May: 5, at. night. 


12 getting a comfortable haps 2 
bed of leaves in the Spelonca delle Capriale, 
we awoke about eleven o'clock ; and melting. ! 


down a ſufficient quaniry of , w# boli lit 


| { 
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SICILY AND MALTA. 135 
our tea-kettle , and made a hearty meal, 
to prepare us for the remaining part of our 
expedition. We were nine in number; for 
ve had our three ſervants, the Cyclops 
(our conductor) and two men to take cure of 
our mules. The Cyclops now began to diſplay 
his great knowledge of the mountain, and 
we followed him with implicit confidence. 
He conducted us over « Antres vaſt, and 


« Deſarts wild n, where Acarce human foot 


had ever trod. Sometimes through gloomy *' 
foreſts, which by day - light were delight- 

ful; but now, from the univerſal darkneſs, 
the ruſtling of the trees; the heavy, dull 
bellowing of the mountain; the vaſt ex- 
panſe of ocean ſtretched at an immenſe 
litance below us; inſpired a kind of awful 
horror. Sometimes we found ourſelves aſ- 
cending great rocks of lava, where , if out 
mules ſhould make but a falſe ſtep, we 
might be thrown headlong over the precipice. 
However, by the aſſiſtance of the Cyclops, - 
ve overcame all theſe difficulties; and he 
managed matters ſo well, that in the ſpace 
of two hours we found we had got above 
the regions of vegetation; and had left the 
foreſts of Atna far behind, Theſe. appeared 
now like a dark and gloomy gulph below 

us, that ſurrounded the mountain. 


The proſpe& before us was of a very 
literent nature; we beheld an expanſe of 


_ 
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mountain, rearing its tremendous head, and 


good cheer; that We had plenty of time 


my '” 
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ſow and ice that alarmed us exceedingly 
and, almoſt ſtaggered our reſolution; In 
the center of this, but ſtill at a great di. 
tance, we deſcried the high ſummit of the 


yomiting out torrents of ſmoke. It indeed ap- 
peared altogether inacceſſible , from the val 
extent of the fields of ſnow and ice that 
ſurrounded it. Our diffidence was ſtill in- 
creaſed by the ſentiments of the | Cyclops, 
He told us, it often happened, that the ſur-Mi t 
face of the mountain being hot below, or 


melted the ſnow in particular ſpots, ani der 


formed pools of water, where it was impoſ ve 


1ible to foreſee our danger; that it like wiſe vp 
happened, that the ſurface of the water, ati 


as well as the ſnow, was ſometimes covered: g. 
with black aſhes, that rendered it —— 

ly deceitful ; that however, if we thou 
proper, he ſhould lead us on with as much 
caution as poſſible. Accordingly , after hold 
ing a council of war, which you kno 
people generally do when they are very 
much afraid, we detached our cavalry to the 
foreſt below, and prepared to climb ths 
ſnows. The Cyclops; after taking à great 
draught of brandy', defired us to be 0 


and might take as many reſts as we- pleaſed 
That the ſnow could be little more than 
ſeven miles, and that we certainly ſhoulc 


be able to paſs it before ſun-riſe, Accord 
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ngly, taking each of us a dram of liqueur, 
which ſoon remoyed every objection „ we 
began our march. e OA ER LS 


The aſcent for ſome time was not ſteep ; 
and as the ſurface of the ſnow ſunk a 
little, we had tolerable good footing; but 
5 it ſoon began to grow ſteeper, we found 
our labour greatly increaſe: however, we 
determined to perſevere, calling to mind 
in the midſt of our labour, that the empe- 
zor Adrian and the philoſopher Plato had uns 
dergone the ſame; and from the ſame mo- 
tive too, to ſee the riſing ſun from the 
top of Ætna. After ineredible labour and 
fatigue, but at the ſame time mixed with 
great deal of pleaſure, we arrived before 


ing dawn at the ruins of an antient ſtru cure; 


called La Torre del Filoſofſo, ſuppoſed to 


have been built by the 13 Empe- 
*MWiocles , who — up his habitation here 
the better to ſtudy the nature of mount 
Etna. By others it is ſuppoſed to be the 
mins of a temple of Vulcan, whoſe ſhop; 


tee the world knows (where he uſed to 


make excellent thunderbolts and celeſtial 
Warmour, as well as nets to catch his wife 
vhen ſhe went aſtray) was ever kept in 
mount Etna. Here we reſted ourſelves for 
ſome time, and made a- freſh application 
to our liqueur- bottle, which I am perſuaded; 
both Vulcan and Empedocles, had they 


15 
. 


and with the naked eye we could obſerveſſÞ"0 
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been here, would have greatly approved 
of after ſuch a maren. 


* „ ee lie 
I found the mercury had fallen to 201 


6. We had now time to pay our adoratin ore 
in a filent contemplation of the ſublime ob 
jects of nature. The ſky was clear, in 
the immenſe vault of the heaven telnet 


in awful majeſty and ſplendour. We found ear 


ourſelves more ſtruck with veneration thai 
below, and at firſt were at a loſs to knowro! 
the cauſe; till we obſerved with aſtoniſſ. uc 
ment, that the number of ſtars ſeemed 1 
be infinitely increaſed; and the light 0 
each of them appeared brighter thun aſnal 


The whiteneſs of the milky way was fie me 


a pure flame that ſhot acroſs the heaven ve. 


cluſters of ſtars that were inviſible in teure 
regions below. We did not at firſt atteni com 
to the cauſe, nor recollect that we hadnowM:t< 
paſſed through ten or twelve thouſand feu ole 
of groſs vapour, that blunts and confule 
every ray, before it reaches the ſurface oel 
the earth. We were amazed at the ere 
ſtinctneſs of viſion, and exclaimed together 
What a glorious fituation for an obſeryvo"'y 
tory ! had Empedocles had the eyes 0 
Galileo, what diſcoveries muſt he hot have ha 
made ! We regretted that Jupiter Was note 


viſible, as 1 am perſuaded we might haven” ! 


diſcovered ſome of his ſatellites with the e 
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SICILY and MALTA. 139 
iked eye, or at leaſt with a ſmall: glaſs 


+ hich 1 had in my pocket. We obſerved 
+3-Þ light a great way below us on the moun- 


in , which feemed to move amongſt the 
oreſts, but whether an Ignis Fatuus, or 
hat is wat, I. ſhall not pretend to ſay. 
e likewiſe took notice of ſeveral of thoſe 
neteors called Falling Stars, which ſtill ap- 
xared to be as much elevated above us, as 
hen ſeen- from the plain; ſo that in all 
robability, thoſe bodies move in regions 
uch beyond the bounds that ſome philo- 
phers have aſſigned to our atmoſphere. 


After contemplating ' theſe objects for 
ome time, we ſet off, and ſoon after ar- 
ved at the foot of the great crater of the 


nountain. This is of an exact conical fir 
ure, and riſes _ on all ſides. It is 


ompoſed ſolely es and other burnt 
materials, diſcharged from the mouth of the 
yolcano , which is in its center. This coni- 
al mountain is of a very great ſize; its 
ircumference cannot be leſs than ten miles. 
ere we took a ſecond reſt, as the greateſt 
art of our fatigue ſtill remained. The mer- 
Airy had fallen to 20: 4 We found 
lis mountain exceſſively ſteep ; and although 
t had appeared black, yet it was likewiſe 
oyered with ſnow , but the ſurface (luckily 
Ir us) was ſpread over with a pretty thick 
yer of aſhes, thrown out from the crater, 
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Had it not been for this, we never ſhoul 
have been able to get to the top; as the 
ſnow was every where frozen hard'and'{ 
lid, from the piercing cold of the air. 
In about an hour's climbing, we arrived 
at a place where there was no ſnow; and| 
where a warm and comfortable vapour iflued 
from the mountain, which induced us to 
make another halt. Here I found the mer- 
cury at 19: 62. The thermometer was falle 
three degrees below the point of congelation; 
and before we left the ſummit of Etna, it 
fell two degrees more, viz. to 27.— From 
this ſpot it was only about 300 yards tc 
the higheſt ſummit of the mountain, where 
we arrived in full time, to ſee the mc 
wonderful and moſt ſublime fight in nature 


But here deſcription muſt ever fall ſhort; 
for no imagination has dared to form i 
idea of ſo glorious and ſo magnificent 
ſcene. Neither is there on the ſurface of 
this globe, any one point that unites 6 
many awful and ſublime objects. Ihe 
immenſe elevation from the ſurface of the 
earth , drawn-as it were to a ſingle point 
without any neighbouring mountain for tht 
fenſes and imagination to reſt upon; and 
recover from their aſtoniſhment in thei 
way down to the world. This point 0 
pinnacle, raiſed on the brink of a bottomleſ 
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+ | SICILY axyd MALTA. 141 
nch, as old as the world, often diſcharging _ 
5 — of fire, and throw ing out — 
1d o ocks, with a- noiſe. that ſhakes the whole 
„und. Add to this, the unbounded extent 
the proſpect, comprehending the greateſt 


rive 1 


iverſity and the moſt beautiful ſcenery in 
; an{:ure; with the riſing ſun, advancing in 
ifluel e eaſt, to illuminate the wondrous ſcene. 
mer Tic whole atmoſphere by degrees kin- 
falle led up, and ſhewed dimly and faintly the 
ion: Woundleſs. N around. Both ſea and 
na, ind looked dark and confuſed, as if only 
From emerging from their original chaos; and 
ds to cht and darkneſs ſeemed ſtill undivided ; 
heren ill the morning by degrees advancing, 


motWonpleted the ſeparation. The ftars are 
atureMextinguiſhed , and the ſhades diſappear. The 
Pireſts, which but now ſeemed black and 
hort Wottomleſs gulphs, from whence no ray 
m ans reflected to ſhew their form or colours, 
ppear a new creation riſing to the ſight; 
ce ofitching life and beauty from every increa- 
tes (Wis beam. The ſcene flill enlarges, and the 
horizon ſeems to widen and expand itſelf 
reator , appears in the eaſt, and wi 
Yr theWiltic ray completes the mighty ſcene.—— 
Ul appears enchantment; and it is with 
lficulty we, can believe we are. ſtill on 
earth. The ſenſes, unaccuſtomed to the ſy- 
limity of ſuch a ſcene , are bewildered and 
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.confounded; and it is not till after foms 
time, that they are capable of ſeparatin 
and judging of the objects that compoſe it 
-The body of the ſun; is ſeen riſing fron 
the ocean, immenſe tracks both of fea and 
land intervening ; the iſlands of Lipari, Pa 
nari, Alicudi, Strombolo, and Volcano 
with their ſmoking ſummits , appear unde 
your feet; and you look down on: the 
whole of Sicily as on a map; and can trace 
every river through all its windings,” 
its ſource to its mouth. The view is abſo 
lutely boundleſs on every fide; nor is there 
any one object, within the circle of viſion) 
to interrupt it; ſo that the ſight is ever 
where loſt in the immenſity: and I am per 
ſuaded it is only from the imperfection of 
our organs, that the coaſts of Africa, and 
even of Greece, are not diſcovered, 2 
they are certainly above the horizon. The 
 circumfererice of the viſible horizon-on the 
top of Etna cannot be leſs than 2000 miles 
At Malta , which is near 200 miles diſtant 
they perceive all the eruptions from 
| ſecond region; and that ifland is often 
diſcovered from about one half the'elevatior 
of the mountain; ſo that at the whole ele 
vation, the horizon muſt extend to nei 
double that diſtance, or 400 miles, which 
makes 800 for the diameter of the circle 
and 2400 for the circumference. But this 
by much too vaſt for our ſenſes, not in- 
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SICILY and MALTA, 143 
-nded to graſp ſo boundleſs a ſcene. I find, 
deed, by ſome of the. Sicilian authors, 
Y rticularly "Maſſa, that the African coaſt; 
en well as that of Naples, with many of 
2 an iſlands, have been diſcovered from the 
i. Pp of Etna. Of this; however, we cannot 
Woaſt, though we oan very well believe it. 
adeed if we knew the height of the moun- 
the in, it would be eaſy to calculate the extent 
ae, f its viſihle horizon; and (vice verſa) if 
ts viſible horizon was exactly aſcertained, 
vould be an eafy matter to calculate the 
eight of the mountain. But the moſt 
Jeautiful part of the ſcene is certainly the 
ountain itſelf; the iſland of Sicily, and 
e numerous iſlands lying round it. All 
heſe, by a kind of magic in viſion; that 1 
am at a lofs to account for; ſeem as if they 
ere brought cloſe round the ſkirts of ina; 
te diſtances appearing reduced to nothing. 
perhaps ib hand effect is produced by 
the rays of light paſſing from a rarer medium 
into a denſer; which (from a well known 
Iv in optics) to an obſerver in the rare 
nedium, appears to lift up the objects that 
re at the bottom of the 3 one; as a 
piece of money placed in a baſon appears 
lifted up as PR as the baſon is filled with 
Vater. D ISO 


The Regione Deſerta, or the frigid zone 
J Etna, is the firſt object that calls your 
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144 A. TOUR THROUGH: 
attention. It is marked out by a eirele 
ſnow and ice, which extends on all ſide 
to the diſtance. of about eight miles, In 
center of this circle, the great crater of 
mountain rears its burning head., and th 
regions of intenſe cold and of intenſe he 
ſeem for ever to be united in the ſam 
point.—On the north ſide of the ſnoy 
region, they aſſure us, there are ſeyer 
ſmall lakes that are never thawed ; and't 
in many places, the ſnow, mixed with 
aſhes and ſalts of the mountain is accum 
lated to a vaſt depth: And indeed I ſuppo 
the quantity of ſalts contained in this mou 
tain, is one great reaſon of the preſervati 
of its ſnows.— The Regione Deſerts is i 
mediately ſucceeded by the Siivaſa, 
the woody region; which forms a circ 
or girdle of the moſt beautiful green, whi 
ſurrounds the mountain on all ſides, at 
is certainly one of the moſt delightful ip 
on earth. This preſents a remarkable 00 
traſt with the. deſert region. It is not ſmoo 
and even like the greateſt part of the k 


ter; but is finely variega by | 
little mount 


number of thoſe beautiful little 
that have been formed by the diffen 
eruptions of Etna. All theſe hawe 0 
acquired a wonderful degree of fertili 
except a very few that are but newly fon 
ed; that is; within theſe five or. ſix f 
dred years: For it certainly n 5 | 
7 - thouſan 


hl 


» 4 
* * 


sert TEN MALTA: 


houſands* 10 bring. them to. their 1 
degree of perfection. We locked down inte 
the craters of 1 155. and . pied bn 
uin „to mumber t 


The chem erer oY as TE, or gab : 
circle on tna is not leſs than 70 or 86 
miles. It is every. here ſucceeded by the 
vineyards ; Shas and corn - fields that 
tompoſe the Leon e ulta, or the fertile 
region. „much broader than 
the others, 10 extend: on all ſides 0 the 
foot of the 9 Its Whole Teo 
rence , according to Recupero, is 183 4 
It is Ae er with a number of 
itle conical and ſpherical mountains, and 
exhibits a wont yarie! of r and 
colours ,” and makes a delightful contr 
with the other two tegions. It is bounded 
by the ea to the ſouth and ſouth-eaſt , and 
m all its other ſides by the rivers Semetus 
ind Alcantara, which run almoſt round it. 
he whole courſe” of theſe rivers is La! at 
ence, and alf their beautiful-windings through = 
tleſe fertile valle $,l0okeduf on: as oh fayou- a 
ite poſſeſſion of Ceres herfel ag x 
ene of the rape JE C of . ; r FIN hiter Proſerpine. 
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Ather, 1 your 
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Caſt * byes a 5 

embrace the whole! and „ and ſee 

7 / rivers and mountains, delineated in 
en of Nature: * the G 
OL 


og6 th dane coaſt dof July, as far PF fi 
our e can reach; for it . no N 8 U 
ounded "wap every where Joſt in the ff t 
On the fün's Gr riling i The ſhad dow 
mountain extends acroſs the whole 100 
and makes a large track. viſible even in-the 
ſea and in the air. By degrees, .this, ; 

ſhortened, and, in a little Tn 
only to the ee | 2 "#30 
"Up . | 


We now. had Bi | era #aming A 
egion of this won 2555 mountain. very m 
erent , indeed, from the others , and 
2 of very different ſenſations; bu 
which has, undoubtedly, given being u 
al the e 3 ki mean the, 4 8 4 *. 


FOnnng 
1} Ys 7 
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Men on I fide, and 5-5 0 eg 
hollow like a vaſt amphitheatre, From man 1 
places of this ſpace, iſſue. volumes ol. fu 
Phureous ſmoke, Which, being much heap 
than the circumgminent air, inſtead of 5 
ſing in it, as ſmoke. a does, 
Seda on its getring out. of the crater 
rolls down the fide o we mountain 'E 
torrent , till coming to that par at 
2 1 of tlie ace W Fel £ 
itſelt it ſhoots: off horizontally , a8 ; 2 — mid 
4 W track i in the air, according. 10 th in i 
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SICILY" and MALTA, 1 
direction of the wind; which, happily for 
us, carried it exactly to the ſide — 4 
to that where we were placed. The cratet 
impoſſible, to go down into it; beſides; - 
the ſmoke is very incommodious, ant 
in many places, the ſurface: is ſo ſoft, ther 
ined bave been inſtances of people ſinking down 
„Ii it, and e temerity with 
„ bkeir lives. the center of the crater is 
fourthMthe great mouth of the yolcano: That tres 
„ Ven nendous; gulph ſo celebtated in all ages 4 
2 booked upon as the terror and ſcourge both 

buff of this and another life; and equally uſeful 
ud ancient poets, or to modern divines , 
when the Muſe, or vhen the Spirit infpires; 
We beheld it with æwe and with horror, 
and were not ſurpriſed; that it had been 
and conſidered as the place of the | damned; 
eving When we reflect on the immenſity of its 
repulaMWcepth , the vaſt cells and caverns wh 
Mio many lavas have iſſued; the force of 
Wits internal fire, to raiſe up thoſe lavas to 
ſo vaſt a height, to ſupport it as it were | 
i the air, and even force it over the very: 
ſummit of the crater, with all the dreadfut. 
acompaniments z: the: boiling of the matter, 
e ſhaking:of the mountain, the exploſions 
of flaming rocks, Cc. we muſt allow, that 
the moſt enthuſiaſtic imagination, in tle 
nidſt of all its terrors, hardly ever formed > 
n idea of a hell more r 2 5 8578 
8 : r. . 2 : 
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x5 A TOUR THROU GH 
It was with a mixture both of pleafir 
and pain, that we quitted this. awful fcone, 
But the wind had riſen very high and 
nlouds began to gather round the moun⸗ 
train: In a ſhort time they formed like ab. 
other heaven below us, and we were in 
hopes of ſeeing a thunder- ſterm under ou 
feet Ai ſcene that is not uncommos in 
theſe exalted regions; and which 1 Have 
already ſeen on the: top of the high Alps; 
- Brit the clouds were wen dipelfsc 
by the force of the wind, and we were 
diſappointed in our) erpettations. 
. ir [ITED 121 Q Jin nns. 2151-905 3 
I had often been told of the great" elſe 
produced by diſcharging'a gun en the'top 
of high mountains." I tried it here hel 
ve were à good deal ſurpriſed? to fine; that 
inſtead of inereaſing the found, it Was al- 
moſt reduced to nothing. The report wa 
not equal to that of à pocket - piſtol: 
compared it to the ſtroke of à ſtick on 
door; and ſurely it is confiſtent' with reaſon, 
that the thinner the air is, the leſs its impref 
fon muſt be on the ear; for in à vacun 
there can be no noiſe, or no impreſſion 
can be made; and the nearer the approach 
20: a, vacuum, the impreſſion muſt always 
be the ſmaller.” Where thoſe great effect 
have been produced, it muſt have been 
amongſt a number of mountains, where the 
ſound is reverberated from one 10 the otbes 
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When we arrived at the foot of the 
cone, we obſeryed.ſome rocks of an incre- 
e dible ſize, that have been diſcharged from 
eme crater. The largeſt that has been obo) 
kein Micrved from Veſuvius, is a round ane olf 
bout twelve feet diameter. Theſe are much 
greater; indeed almoſt in proportion of 
n nountains to each other. 


4 


3 644) | „ ö 
A On our arrival at the Torre del Filoſo- 
, we could not help admiring, that tlie 
Wruins of this ſtructure have remained un- 
covered for ſo many ages, ſo near the top 
of Etna, when thouſands of places at a 
OY pu diſtance from it, have been repeatedly . 
| uried by its lavas, in a much. ſhorter 
time. A proof that few eruptions have riſen 


7 3h ſo high in the mountain. £1 1 © 
Empedocles was a native of Agrigentum, 
Ind is ſuppofed to have died 400 years bee . 
bre the Chriſtian æra. Perhaps his vanity: 
more than his philoſophy led him to this 
elevated ſituation; nay, it is ſaid to have 
eum carried him ſtill much farther:— That he 
nend might be looked 2 as a god, and that 
he people might ſuppoſe he was taken uß 
ane to heaven, he is recorded to have throwa 
e timſelf beadlong into the great gulph of 
end mount Ætna, never ſuppoſing that his death - 
e could be diſcovered to mankind; but the 
reacherous mountain threw. 8 his ſlip⸗ 
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to the world the fate of the philoſopher; 
who, by his dedth, as well as life, want 


ſublimity © 


1% A TOUR THROUGH® 
pers, which were of braſs, and announted 


only to impoſe upon mankind, and mike 
them believe that he was greater than they, 


Hewever, if there is ſuch a thing as 
hiloſophy on earth, this ſurely ought 0 
e its — The proſpect is little inferior to 
that from the ſummit; and the mind enjoys 
a degree of ſerenity here, that even few 
philoſophers, I believe , could ever boaſt 
of on that tremendous point. —All Nature 
hes expanded below your feet, in her 
ayeſt and moſt luxuriant dreſs, and you 
il behold united under one point of view, 
all the ſeaſons of the year, and all the eli 
mates of the earth. The meditations are ever 
elevated in proportion to the grandeur and 
f the objects that ſurround us; 

and here, where you have all Nature to 
aronſe your admiration , what mind can fe- 
main inactive? ee e e 


It has likewiſe been obſerved, and from 
experience I can ſay with truth; that on the 
tops of the higheſt mountains, where the 
air is ſo pure and refined; and where there 
is not that immenſe weight of groſs yapours 
preſſing upon the body; the mind adds 
with greater freedom, and all the functions 
both of ſoul and body are performed in 2 


STCTLY: anD MALTA. rgt 
fuperior manner. It would appear; that in 
proportion as we are raiſed above the habi- 
rations of men, all low and yulgar ſenti- 
nents are left behind; and that the foul , 
n approaching rhe ethereal regions, ſhakes 
off its earthly affections, and already ac- 
uires ſomething of their celeſtial 0h 2M 
ere, where you ſtand under a ferene ſky, 
and behold, with equal ſerenity , the tem- 
veſt and ſtorm forming below your feet; 
Ithe lightning, dartin cloud to cloud, 
and the thunder rolling round the moun- 
nin, and threatening ' with deſtruction the 
poor wretches below; the mind conſiders 
the little ſtorms of the humm paſſions as 
equally below her notice. Sutely the fifu- 
tion alone ; is enough to itiſpire philoſo- 
phy, and Empedocks had good reaſon for 
ciyling it. 5 
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| But, alas! how vain are all our reafon- 
rant fe. gs! In the very midft of "theſe medi- 
tions, my philoſophy was at once overſet, 
ind in a moment I found myſelf relapſed 
into a poor miſerable mortal; was obliged 
to own, that pain was the greateſt of evils; 
ind would have given the world to have 
deen once more arrived at thoſe humble 
habitations, which but a moment before, 
had looked down upon with ſuch con- 
| L EFF 
jonstrmpt.—In running over the ice, my leg 
| in «Molded under me, and I ty” ſo violent 
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to a great degree, and I found mules un- 


1 ſuppoſe, that made the pain 
for q im. 
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„%% A TOUR THROUGH 
a ſprain, that in a few minutes. it ſwelled 


able to put my foot to the grou 
muſcle and fibre was at that time. chilled 
and froze by the extreme cold, the ther- 
mometer continuing ſtill below the point 
of congelation. It was this circumſtance, 

ade th Jo, Violent; 
lay a conſiderable time on the ice. in 
great zgony : However, in theſe. exalted 
regions, it was impoſſible to have a; horſe, 
or a carriage of any kind; and your poor 
philoſopher was obliged to hop on one leg, 
with two men ſupporting him, for. ſeveral 
miles over the ſnow; and our wags. here 
allege, that he left the greateſt part. of his 
philoſophy behind him, for the uſe of Fu. 
pedocles's heirs and ſucceſſors. _.. 
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Crank in all my lite. 
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' We left the ſummit of the mountain 


about ſix o'clock, and it was eight at night 
before we reached Catania. We obſerved, 


both with pleaſure and pain, the change 
of the climate as we deſcended. From t 


regions of the moſt rigid winter, we ſoon 


arrived at thoſe of the moſt delightful 
ſpring. On firſt entering the foreſts , the 
trees were ſtill bare as in December, not a 
fngle leaf to be ſeen; but after we had 
Ladd a few, miles, we found ourſelves 
in the mildeſt, and the ſofteſt.of climates 
the trees in full verdure, and the fields cor 
vered with all the flowers of the ſummer; 
but as.ſoon as we got out of the woods, and 
entered the torrid zone, we found the heats 
altogether inſupportable, and ſuffered dread- 
fully from them before we reached the city, 
On the road I ſaw many mountains wbick 
I intended to have viſited , but my ſprain 
put it aut of my power. One of, the moſt 


remarkable is C le the Monte : elluſe, the 5 


lava of which deſtroyed the great aqueduq 


of Catania for eighteen miles. It has here 


and there left .a few arches; hut nothing 
of any conſequence. . 


14 19 c 
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Not far from this mountain ſtands the 


Monte Victoria, one of the moſt beautifu 
of all the numerous family of Etna. It is c 


a pretty large ſize, and perfectly regular „ 


and ſeems to be in the gayeſt 8 of anya 
ee 53 


* * 
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Many of its trees, which, at a diſtance, we EW many 
took to be oranges and citrons, appeared to Adieu 
be in full blow. It was the lava of this 
mountain that is ſaid to have covered up 
the port of Ulyſſes, which is now three 
miles diſtant from the ſea; but I ſhould 
ſuppoſe this eruption to have been much | 
older than either Ulyſſes or Troy,  _ W 
: 2) WI 


On our arrival at Catania, we went im ters 2 
mediately to bed, being exceedingly op- which 
3 by the fatigue of our expedition; and th 

but ſtill more by the violent heat of the forme 
day: A day, in which, I think, I haveWQWrriti 
enjoyed a greater degree of pleaſure, and it anc 
ſuffered a greater degree of pain, than in half, 


any other day of my life. E 
Ass my leg continues very much ſwelled, 

1 am ſtill confined to my room, and moſtiy, © I h: 

indeed, to my bed, from whence I have mome 

written you the greateſt part of theſe two politar 

epiſtles, the enormous length of which I who fi 

am aſhamed of. However, as I have ſtill ¶ and w 


omitted ſeveral articles, that I intended to have 
take notice of, I ſhall add a ſequel to- mor- by Ac 


row; and ſo conclude my account of mount IE prove. 
points 


Etna. Had it not been for this abomi- 
nable ſprain, that holds me faſt by the foot, 

ou probably had not got off ſo eaſily; but 
1 obliged to drop all farther thoughts 
of climbing mountains, though there are 


of mo 


my 


bo / 
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many things I ſtill wanted to examine. 


Ever yours. 


ä +. _ Catania, May goth. 
Wr took care to regulate two barome- 


ters at the foot of the mountain. One of 


which was left with the Canonico Recupero, 
and the other we carried _— with us. The 
former our friend aſſures us, had no ſenſible 


variation during our abſence. We both left 


it and found it at 29 inches 8 lines and a 
half, Engliſh meaſure. On our arrival at 
Catania, rhe one we carried up with us 


had riſen again exactly to the fame point. | 


I have likewiſe a good quick · ſilver ther 
mometer, which I borrowed from the Nea- 


politan philoſopher, the Padre della Torre, 


who furniſhed us with letters for this place, 
and would have accompanied us, could hie 
have obtained leave of the king. It is made 
by Adams at London, and (as I myſelf 


proved) exactly graduated from the two 


points of freezing and boiling water. It is 
upon Farenheit's ſcale. I ſhall mark the 
heights in the different regions of tna, 


with the rules for eſtimating the elevation 


of mountains by the — which, 1 
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am ſorry to ſay, have been hitherto ſo very 
ill aſcertained. Caſſini, Bouguer, and the 
Others who have written on the ſubject, 
to the reproach of ſcience, differing ſo 
much amongſt themſelves, that it is with 
difficulty we can come neat the ttuth. 


Etna has been often meaſured , but] 


believe never with any degree of accuracy; 
and it is really a ſhame to the ſociety eſta; 
bliſhed in this 3 called the tnean 
Academy, whoſe original inſtitution was tq 
ſtudy the nature and operations of this 
wonderful mountain. It was my full in- 
tentian to have meaſured it geometrically; 
hut I am ſorry to ſay, although this is both 
the ſeat of an academy and univerſity, yet 
there was no quadrant to be had, Of all 
the mountains I have ever ſeen, Etna would 
be the eaſieſt jro meaſure, and with the 
greateſt certainty , and perhaps the pro- 
pereſt place on the globe to eftabliſh an 
exact rule of menſuration by the barome- 
ter. There is a beach of a vaſt extent, 
that begins exactly at the foot of the moun- 
tain, and runs for a great many miles along 
the coaſt, The ſea -mark of this beach forms 


the meridian to the ſummit of the mountain. 


Here you are ſure of a perfect level, and 

anay make the baſe of your triangle 

what length you pleaſe. But unfortunately 

_ his menſuration has never been executed, 
| | * 
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at leaſt with 
ciſion. 


Kircher pretends to have meaſured it 
and to have found it 4000 French toiſes in 
height 3 which is more than any of the 
Andes, or indeed than any mountain upon 
earth. The Italian mathematicians are till 
more abſurd. Some of them make it eight 
miles, ſome fix, and ſome four. Amici, 
the laſt, and I believe the beſt who has made 
the attempt, reduces it to three miles, 264 
paces; but even this muſt he exceedingly: 
erroneous ; and probably the perpendicular 
height of Etna does not exceed | 12,009 
feet, or little more than two miles. I ſhall 
mark the different methods of determining 
heights by the barometer; and you may 
chuſe which you ' pleaſe. I believe the 
of them, particularly in 
great elevations ,, where the air is ſo exceed- 
ingly thin and light, is much too ſmalL 
Mikeli, whoſe menſurations are eſteemed 
more exact, has ever found it fo. Caſſini 
allows, I think, ten French toiſes of ele- 
vation, for every line of mercury, addin 

one foot to the firſt ten, two to the ſecond, 
three to the third, and ſo on: But ſurely 
the weight of the air diminiſh 
greater proportion. 
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158 A TOUR THROUGM 81 
rithms of the height of the barometer ih At the 
lines ( ſuppoſing theſe logarithms to conſt MW regi 
only of five figures); from this difference ktthe 
he takes away a zoth part, and what re- 
mains he ſuppoſes to be the difference of About 
elevation. I do not recollect his reaſon for MW On th 
this ſuppoſition ; but the rule ſeems to be fore 
fill more erroneous than the other, and 
has been entirely laid aſide. 1 am told, Heigl 
that accurate experiments have been made 
at Geneva, to eſtabliſh the menſurationwith 
| the barometer ; but I have not yet been 
able to procure them. Mr. de la Hire allows At the 
twelve toiſes, four feet for the line of mer- IM At the 
cury : And Picart, one of the moſt exad of firſt 
the French academicians , fourteen toiſes, At Ni 
or about ninety Engliſh feet. At the 


Height of Farenheit's Thermometer; = 1 
At Catania, May 26, at mid-day , . 6 the 
Ditto, May 27, at five in the At th 


morm ng 72 thiri 


At Nicoloſi, 12 miles up the moun- I At the 
tain, mid- daa ©. 0 0 0 0 0 0 © 73 With! 


At 3 70 1 Spelonca delle Ca» ſum 
there Was ſtill a conſiderable quan- pe | 


tity of ſnow , at ſeven. at night . : 6x 
In the ſame came cave at half an hour 1 The 
paſt eleven 2 2 000 0 e FFI is 2 that [ 


5 9 


* 


* 
133 


SICILY and MALTA. 159. 


kt the Torre del Filoſaſo, in the third 


region, at three in the morning. 34% 


At the foot of the crater of Ztng, . .. , * 33 
About half-way up the crater 29 
On the ſummit of Etna, a little be- 

fore ſun · riſe 4 


Hcight of the barometer in inches and 


At the ſea- ſide at Catania. 29 92 
At the village of Piedmonte, in the | 


firſt region of Xtra... . 27 8 | 


At Nicoloſi, in the ſame region. 27 15 
At the Caſtagno di Cento Cavalli, | 
in the ſecond region 26 57 
At the Spelonca delle Capriole, in 
the ſecond region ” © 6 ©, © © © 24 2 
At the Torre del Filoſofo, in the 8 
third region © © * 20 5 
At the foot of the crater . . . . « 20 45 
Within about 300 yards of the | 


ſummit . 699 


At the ſummit of Etna ( ſuppoſed 
to be about 19 4. 


The wind at the ſummit was ſo violent 


that I could not make the obſervation-with 
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16 A TOUR THROUGH 
perfect exactneſs; however, I am pretty 
gertain that it was within half a line. _ 


I own T did not believe we ſhould find 
Etna ſo high. I had heard indeed that it 
was higher than any of the Alps, but J 
never gave credit to it: How great then 
was my aſtoniſhment to find that the mei- 
eury fell almoſt two inches lower than 1 
had ever obſerved it on the very higheſt 
of the acceſſible Alps; at the ſame time [ 
am perſuaded there are many inacceſſible 

oints of . the Alps, particularly (Mont 

lanc) that are till much higher than Ætna. 
I found the magnetical needle greatly 
agitated near the ſummit of the mountain; 
(the Padre della Torre told me, he hal 
made the ſame obſervation on Veſuvius) 
however, it always fixed at the north point, 
though it took longer time in fixing than 
below. But what Recupero told me hap- 
pened to him, was very gw. EI. 
afterthe eruption 1755, he placed his com- 
on the lava. The needle, he ſays, to 


1 


his great aſtoniſhment , was agitated with 
much violence for .ſome. conſiderable time, 
till at laſt it entirely loſt its magnetic 
power , ſtanding 
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together , in a great meaſure prevented our 
electrical experiments, on which we. had 


built not a little; however, I found that, 


round Nicoloſi, and particularly.on the top 
of Monpelieri, the air was in à very fa- 
yourable ſtate for electrical operations. Here 
the little pith balls, when inſolated, were 
ſenſibly alfedded „ and repelled each other 
above an inch. I expeRQed this electrical ſtate, 
of the air would have increaſed as we ad- 
vanced on the mountain; but at the cave 
where we ſlept, I could obſerve. no ſuch, 
eflect. Perhaps, it was owing to the exhas, 
ations from the trees and vegetables, which 
are there exceedingly luxuriant; whereas 


about Nicoloſi, and raund Monpelieri, there 


is hardly any thing but lava and dry hot 
ind —Or perhaps it might be owing to the 
evening being farther advanced, and the dews 
beginning to fall. However, I have no doubt, 
that upon theſe mountains formed by erup- 
tion, where the air is ſtrongly impregnated 
with ſulphureous effluvia, great 3 
diſcoveries. might be made. And perhaps, of 


al the reaſons aſſigned for the wonderful 


vegetation that is performed on this moun- 
tain, there is none that contributes ſo muck. 
towards it, as this conſtant electrical ſtate 
of the air: For from a variety of experi- 


ments it has been found, that an increaſe f 
ke electrical matter adds much to the pro: 
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greſs of vegetation. It probably acts there 
in the fame manner as on the animal bo- 
dy ;—the circulation we know is performed 
uicker; and the juices are driven thror 
the ſmall veſſels with more eaſe and celerity, 
This has often been proved from the imme- 
diate removal of obſtructions by electricity; 
and probably the rubbing with dry and warm 
flannel, efteemed ſo efficacious ' in fuch 
Caſes , is doing nothing more than exciting 
_ a greater degree of electricity in the part; 
but is has likewiſe been demonſtrated , hy 
the common experiment. of making water 
drop through a ſmall capillary fyphon, 
which the moment it is electrified runs in 
a full ftream.—I have, indeed, very little 
doubt, that the fertility of our ſeaſons de- 
; pends as much on this quality in the air, 
as either on its heat or — ef \ 0 


Electricity will probably ſoon be con- 
ſidered as the great vivifying principle of 
Nature, by which ſhe carries on moſt of 
her operations.—lt is a fifth element, diftin@ 
from , and of a ſuperior nature to the other 
four , which only compoſe the corporeal 
parts of matter: But this ſubtile and actiye 
fluid is a kind of ſou! that pervades and 
quickens every particle of it——When an 
equal quantity of this is diffuſed wo 
the air, and over the face of the , 
every thing continues calm and quiet; but 
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if by any accident one part of matter has 


the moſt dreadful conſequences often enſue 
before the equilibrium can be reſtored.— 
ty. Nature ſeems to fall into convulſions , and 
„e: Mnany of her works are deſtroyed ;S—All 
y ; ne great phænomena are produced; thun- 
der, lightning, earthquakes , and whirlwinds : 
For, I believe, there is little doubt, that 
all theſe frequently depend on this ſole 
cauſe, And again , if we look down from 
the ſublime of nature to its minutie , we 
ſhall till find the fame power acting, though 
perhaps in leſs legible characters; for as 
the knowledge of its operations is ſtill in its 
infancy, they are generally miſunderſtood, 
e- Wor aſcribed to ſome other cauſe. However, 
„have no doubt, that in proceſs of time 
theſe will be. properly inveſtigated; - when 
mankind will wonder how much they have 
n- been in the dark. It will then poſhbly be 
of ound, that what we call ſenſibility of 
of W nerves , and many of thoſe diſeaſes that the 
a WF faculty have as yet only invented names 
er for, are owing to the body's being poſ- 
al ſeſſed of too large or too ſmall a quantity 
'e Wot this ſubtile and active fluid; that very 
d fluid , perhaps, that is the vehicle of all our 
n W feelings ; and which they have ſo long ſearched 
h for in vain in the nerves : For I have ſome- 
; Wiimes been led to think, that this ſenſe was 


it F-othing elſe than a lighter kind of electric 


xcquired a greater quantity than another, 
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$14 
effect, to which the nerves ſerve as cone of 
duQors; and that it is by the rapid cher «lc 
lation of this penetrating and animating f, © 
that our ſenſations are perſormed. We all;1ds, 
know, that in damp and hazy weather th: 
when it ſeems to be blunted, and abſorbe lich t 
by the humidity ; when its activity is Jof s dec 
and little or none of it can be collected Heal me: 
we ever find our ſpirits more languid, au lat the 
our ſenſibility leſs acute: but in the ſiro tis. 
wind at Na 42 when the air ſeems total 
deprived of it, the whole ſyſtem is unſtrung Two 
and the nerves ſeem to loſe both their te xperie! 
ſion and elaſticity, till the north or wel hough 
wind awakens the activity of this animatin@Þ;,f:Mo 
power, which ſoon reſtores the tone, hen ti 
enlivens all nature, which ſeemed to droo ere c: 
and languiſh during its abſence. _ their 
: | | | lies ſo 
It is likewiſe well known, that there hav; f 
been inſtances of the human body becomin crackl 
electric without the mediation of any election a: 
tric ſubſtance, and even emitting ſparks 0fMſhis w; 
fire with a diſagreeable ſenſation, and Ale Aca 
extreme degree of nervous ſenſibility. Rt the 
orded 


About ſeven or eight years ago, a lad 
in Switzerland was affected in this manner 
and though I was not able to learn all the 
articulars of her caſe, yet ſeveral Swil 
. 5 have confirmed to me the trutil 


of the ſtory,—She was uncommonly ſen 


It ſe 
heſe f 
king 

eric 


ut I. 
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ble of o"_— change of weather, and had 
er electrica Lein ſtrongeſt In a elear 


Ey, or during the' paſſage” of thunder 


ouds, when the air is known to be replete 
ith that fluid. Her caſe}, like moſt wo 


rhich the doors tan make V 
or the 


2s decided to be a 'nervons/ one; 
cal meaning of that term I take to be only $ 
hat the Pn does po 550 undefſtand what 


is. n 3 1¹ a+ Trl 


. 


1 "1 
203) 2 L 13% * © ure 7 


Two' N of Genive/ hall a ſhort 
werience of the ſame ſort of complaint, 


hough {till in a mueh "ſuperior degree.— 
rofeſſor Sauffure and young Mr. Jalabert, 


hen travelling over one of the hi 3 Alps, ; 
ere caught amongſt thunder-clouds ; 


their utter aſtonifhment, found their re | 


lies ſo full of electrical fie , that ſponta- 
ous flaſhes' darted from their fingers with 
crackling nome, and the ſame kind of ſen- 
tion as when ſtrongly eleQrified by art. — 
Chis was communicated by Mr. Jalabert to 
e Academy of Sciences at Paris, I think, 
t the year 1763; and you will find, it re: 
orded in their memoirs. 


It ſeems pre evident, I think, Pa 
heſe feelings 1 K owing to the bodies 
king poſſeſſed of too great a ſhare of 
eric fire. This is an uncommon eaſe; 


ut I do Bot chink it at all improbable 3 
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166 A TOUR THROUGH | «5 
that many of, our invalids, particularly t lad) 
hypachondriac, and thoſe we call 2 wires 


Imaginaires , owe their diſagreeable feeling 
to/ the oppoſite. cauſe , or the bodies being 
poſed of too ſmall a quantity of this 

for we find that a diminution of it in 
the air ſeldom. fails to increaſe thei una 
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. it might be 2 ſervice. to \ thel 
people to wear ſome electrie ſubſtance next 
their skin, to defend the nerves- and fibtes 
from the damp, or non electric air. 
would propoſe a waiſtcoat of the ſineſ 
flannel, which ſhould be kept perfefl 
clean and dry; for the effluvia of the 
body, in caſe of any violent perſpiration, 
will ſoon deſtroy its electric quality: Thi 
ſhould: be covered; by another of the ſ⸗ 
ſize. of. ſilk. The animal heat, and * 
friction that exerciſe muſt occaſion betwixt 
theſe two ſubſtances , produce a powerful 
electricity; and would form a kind of- elec 
tric atmoſphere around the body, that might 

poſſibly. be one of the beſt reer 
| nk the effect of damps. „ 


As for our Swils lady, I have — 
that her complaints were owing in gtea 
part, perhaps entirely, to her dreſß; and 
that a very ſmall alteration, almoſt in any 

part of it, would effectually hays cured her 
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* ch 

conſtant _ lailiry of their modes may ſome 
ly take place, would render this lady's 

15 aſe altogether epidemical amongſt the ſ — 
Only let the 8 of their ſhoes be made 
of an electric e and let the wires of 


tle be. that they 


will often * n in, an electriſſedl 


late: — But, indeed, if they only wear 


lik, or even worſted ſtockings, it may 


ometimes prove ſufficient; for I have oftea 


inſolated electrometers as perfectly by pla- 
eing them on a piece.of EY e oF; Oy 


a5 on glaſs. ; 


Lil 
1 0. 1344 1 f2 


How little do our ade, insgine, * | 


they ſurround their h eads with wire, the 
noit powerful of all conductors; and at 


jc ſame. time wear, ſockings,, ſhoes, and 
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- . ow of the moſt | 
repellents , that are their b 15 
ep ale -manner ey according us, op a. 
fame principles as Ig N. 
nee for attracting ay: of ig 
ning l If they ae oy brou 
linquifh their wire caps and th pin 
might they not fall u — o_ 
' fervative *'#s thoſe | which of i 7 
have been A. to N of lefs conſe 
| 2 | A'S _ 1. = 
poſe ha vey; lady mond þ 
'with a ſmall chain or we 0 0 
| — on at -pteafure during thun 
Norms: This ſhould paſs from her cap . 
the thickeſt part bf h her- hair 4 „ which" 
prevent the fire fem Helly" com made 
to her head; and fo down to 2. 
—Itiis plain "this will act in the f ri 
ner as the conductors on a5 50 ps of ff dete 
which from the metal ies at are com 
_ monly placed there, analogous to the pit 
and wires, were fo Hable to accident 
You may laugh at all this; put I affut 
vou I never was more Fferioull an wy fl 
A very amiable lady of my acquiintihce 
Mrs. Douglas, of Kelſo , had, almoſt loſth: 
life by one ef thoſe caps mhm on wire 
She was ſtanding at an open window 
ring 2 thunder-ftorm = The giving 
attracted by tlie „ cap was 


8 


to af} 
ral ſt; 


pins 3 9 


condu 
kind « 
off fre 
(loſe 

found 
or bo 


been! 


if it 
proba 


main 


as it 1 


and b 


force 


& Si 
has me 
hair; 
of wh. 
that o 
the da 
fire te 
attemp 
alone, 
* 7 
t 
— 4 
before 


i FRE 
17 * 
% * - j | 
: - 
% 


SICILY AVS MALTA; reg 


to aſhes 5 ha ily her hair Was in its natu-- 


ral ſtate, without powder, pomatum , or 


pins; and prevented the fire from being 
conducted to her head; for as ſhe felt no 
kind of ſhoek, it is probable that it went 
off from the wires of the cap to the wall, 
doſe to which ſhe then ſtood. If it had 
found any conductor to carry it to her head 
or body, in all probability ſne muſt have 
been killed. A good ſtrong head of hair, 


if it is kept perfectly clean and dry, is 
probably one of the beſt preſervatives 
zzainſt the fire of lightning. But ſo ſoon 
s it is ſtuffed full of powder and pomatum, 


and bound together with pins, its repellent 


force is loſt , and it becomes a conductor W 


Since the writing of theſe letters | the author 


has made ſome experiments on the electricity of 
hair; which tend Kill to convince him the more 


of what he has advanced. A lady had told him, 


that on combing her hair in froſty weather, in 
the dark, she had ſomerimes obſerved ſparks o | 


fire to iſſue from it. This made him think 
attempting to collect the electrical fire from hair 


lone, without the aſſiſtance of any other elec- 


trical apparatus. To this end, he defired a young 


lady to ſtand on a cake of bees-wax, and to 

comb her ſiſter's hair, who was fitting on a chair 

before her. Soon after she began to comb, the 
oung lady on the wax was greatly aſtonished to 
ad her whole body eleQrified; darting out ſparks 


of fire againſt every object that approaches her. 
The hair was extremely electrica 
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— But I beg pardon for theſe ſurmiſes: ¶ crater 
E throw them in your my only for yen electri 
to improve upon at your leiſure : For wel heated 
have it ever in our power to be mak flaſhes 
experiments in electricity. And although into t 
this fluid is the moſt ſubtile and active of body 
any we know, we can command it on all ponta 
occaſions; and I am now ſo accuſtomed to cal gl: 
its operations, that I ſeldom comb my hair, I to thi 
or pull off a flocking, without obſerving non-e 
them under ſome form or other. How fur-ff crater 
priſing is it then, that mankind ſhould MW woulc 
have lived and breathed in it for ſo many deed 
thouſand years, without almoſt ever: ſup- of we 
poſing that it exiſted ! But to return to our MW but w 
mountain. . 07 64 libriu 
i P | | witho 
Recupero told me he had obſeryed the electr. 
ſame phenomenon here that is common in nicate 
the eruptions of mount Veſuvius, viz. red © noun 
forked lightning darting from the ſmoke, from 
without being followed by the noiſe of 
thunder. The reaſon poſlibly is, that the 50 
7 canos 


charged a metal conductor from it with great crupt! 
eaſe; and in the ſpace of a few minutes collected the v 
as much fire immediately from the hair, asto exten 
kindle common ſpirits, and by means of a ſmall Rn 
phial, gave many ſmart shocks to all the N mo 

A full account of theſe experiments was lately MW and fl 


read before the Royal Society. They were made WW and ſ 
during the time of a very hard froſt, and on 1 il with 


proba 


ſtrong head of hair, where no powder or poma- 
tum had been uſed for many months. 
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SICILY and MALTA, 171 
crater and ſmoke is at that time fo highly 
electrical, that like a cylinder or globe, 
heated by friction, it throws off ſpontaneous 
faſhes into the air, without being brought 
into the attraction of any conductor, or 
body leſs electric than itſelf; (indeed the 
ſpontaneous diſcharges from a good electri- 
cal globe, often bear a perfect reſemblance 
to this kind of lightning : ) however, if a 
non- electric cloud were to paſs near the 
crater at that time, the craſh of thunder 
would probably be very violent, which in- 
deed is often the caſe when the air is full 
of wet clouds in the time of an eruption; 
but when this does not happen , the equi- 
librium is probably reſtored by degrees, and 
without any ſhock ,: from the ſurplus of 


electrical matter being gradually commus . 


nicated to the earth and fea ail around the 
mountain; the immenſe lavas that have run 
from it, ſerving as conductors. 


So highly electric is the vapour of vol- 


canos , that it has been obſerved in ſome 
eruptions both of Etna and Veſuvius, that 
the whole track of ſmoke , which ſometimes 
extended above 100 miles, produced the 
moſt dreadful effects; killing ſhepherds 
and flocks on the mountains; blaſting trees, 
and ſetting fire to houſes ; wherever it met 
with them on an elevated ſituation. Now 


probably the flying of a kite , _— 2 wire 
2 5 
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round its ſtring , would ſoon have diſarmed 
this formidable cloud. Theſe effects, hoy: 
ever, only happen when the air is dry 
and little agitated ; but when it is full of 
moiſt vapour, the great rarefaction from 
the heat of the lava generally brings it 

ich 
ſoon convey the electrical matter from the 
clouds to the earth, and reſtores the equi- 


down in violent torrents of rain; w 


librium. | 

As Recupero, who is a facetious and an 
agreeable companion , was kind enough to 
fit a good deal with me during my confine- 
ment, I have gathered many remarks from 
bis converſation , that may perhaps be wor: 
thy of your attention. N 


The variety of waters about. Etna, he 


tells me is ſurpriſing. I have already men- 


tioned the Fiume Freddo, or the river of 
Acis : Recupero confirms what I had been 


told of it. There is a lake on the north of 


the mountain, of about three miles in cir- 
cumference, which receives ſeveral con- 
ſiderable rivers; yet, although there is 
no apparent outlet , it never overflows its 
banks. I ſuggeſted the probability of a 
ſubterraneous communication betwixt this 
and the Fiume Freddo. He ſaid there was 
no reſemblance in the quality of their 


waters; however, I think it is probable, 
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that in a courſe of ſo many miles, through 
the caverns of Etna, full of falts and mi- 
nerals, it may acquire both its cold and its 
vitriolic qualities. 95 
There is another lake on the top of 2 
mountain to the weſt of Etna the bottom 


h 
he of which could never be found. It js ob- 
ui: ſerved never either to riſe or fall, but 


always to preſerve the ſame level. It is 
undoubtedly the crater of that mountain 
(which is all of burnt matter) converted: 
into a lake. The river which ſupplies the 
baths of Catania is of a very different 
nature: It never continues the ſame , but 
is perpetually changing. Its current is for 
the moſt part confined under ground by. 
the lavas 3 but ſometimes it burſts out with 
ſuch violence that the city has ſuffered: 
reatly from it; and what is ſtill more un- 
tortunate , theſe eruptions are generally. 
followed by ſome epidemical diſtemper. It 
of has now been conſtantly diminiſhing for 
theſe two years paſt, and is at preſent almoſt 
reduced to nothing. They are in perpetual 
dread of its breaking out, and laying waſte 
their fields, as it has ſo often done before. 
2 What is ſingular , it generally burſts out 
«MW after a long tract of the drieſt and warmeſt 
s W veather. The Etnean Academy have never 
been able to account for this circumſtance. 
„ think it is moſt probable that it _ from 
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74 A TOUR THROUGH 
the melting of the ſnow on Etna, but! 
Mall not pretend to ſay how. — Theſe, 
perhaps, overfilling the caverns that uſually 
receive their water, the ſurplus is carried off 
into this river. 5 2 
The river of Alcantara certainly. takes 
its riſe from the melting of theſe ſnows. lis 
waters, I obſerved, are of the ſame whitiſh 
colour as all the rivers are that run from the 
Glacieres amongſt the Alps. There are ſeveral 
periodical ſprings on Ætna, that flow only 
during the day, and ſtop during the night, 
Theſe are naturally and eaſily accounted for 
from the melting of the ſnow ; for it melt 
only during the day , being hard frozen 
every night, even in the hotteſt ſeaſon, 
There are likewiſe a variety of poiſonous 
ſprings, ſome of ſo deadly a quality, that 
birds and beaſts have been found lying dead 
on their banks , from having drunk of their 
water. But (what is perhaps ſtill more ſin- 
gular ) Recupero told me, that about twenty 
years ago, a rent opened in the mountain, 
that for a conſiderable time ſent forth fo 
mephitic a vapour , that , like the lake 
Avernus , birds were ſuffocated in flying 


over it. 


There are many caverns where the air is 
ſo extremely cold, that it is impoſhble to 
| ſupport it for any time. Theſe the peaſants 


* 
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make uſe of as reſeryairs for the ſnow z and 
indeed they make the fineſt ice-houſes in 
the world, preſerving it hard frozen during 
the hotteſt ſummers. It would be endleſs to 
give an account of all the caverns, and 
other curious appearances about tna. Kir- 
cher ſpeaks. of a cave which he ſaw, ca- 
able, he ſays, of containing 30,000 men. 
ere, he adds, numbers of people have 


been loſt from their temerity in going too 


far. One of theſe caverns ſtill retains the 
name of Proferpine, from its bein * . 
by the ancients, the paſſage by which Pluto 
conveyed her into his dominions; on this 


occaſion Ovid deſcribes Ceres, as ſearching 


for her daughter, with two trees which ſhe 


had plucked from the mountain, and lighted 
by way of torches. Theſe he calls Tæda, 


which is ſtill the name of a tree IJ have ſeen 
no where but on mount Etna. It produces 
a great quantity of roſin, and was ſurely 
the moſt proper tree Ceres could have 


pitched upon for her purpoſe. This roſin is 


called Catalana, and is eſteemed a cure for 
ſores. 1 7 : r 

I have mentioned the great variety of 
flowers, trees, &c. on mount Etna. I have 
found a long liſt of them in Maſſa; but as 
am not acquainted with their Sicilian 


names, I can make little out of it. I have 
engaged a perſon here to procure me 2 
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Collection of their ſeeds in the ſeaſon. Thing» nes 
of the number, the cinnamon, ſarſaparilla, to the 
ſaſſafras, rhubarb, and many others that | 
thought had not been natives of Europe. II 
The Palma Chriſti too, that plant ſo much Ml heaſt. 
celebrated of late, from the ſeed of which M notw 
the caſtor: oil is made, grows both here over 
and in many other places of Sicily, in the M theſe 
greateſt abundance. Our botaniſts have called I (i! ! 
it Ricinus Americanus , ſuppoſing it only to and 
be produced in that part of the world, AWW tags 
Bath phyſician , I remember, has lately W :s th 
written a treatiſe on this plant, and the MW Seve 
virtues of the oil extracted from its ſeed, M nam: 
which he makes a ſort of Catholicon. You MW 
may believe we ſhall not leave Sicily without © TI 
providing ourſelyes with a quantity of this I were 
precious feed, '*. ---- Re DO 


> Mount Etna, I find, is as much cele- curio 
brated by the ancients as the moderns, for MW Lam 
the variety of its odoriferous productions. 
Plutarch ſays , their ſmell was ſo ſtrong, 
that on many places of the mountain it was 
impoſſible to hunt. I ſhall tranſcribe the 
paſſage as it is before me in an old tranſla- 
tion I have borrowed : « Circum Xtnam 
„ in Sicilia neminem ferunt cum canibus 
„ venatum iri; quia enim multos perpetuò 
» 1llic , ut in viridario, prata , colleſque, 
» flores mittunt, a fragrantia , quæ eam oram 


2 Ooccupat, obfuſcare ferarum anhelatio- 
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find, nes, &. » Ariſtotle has likewiſe a paſſage 


la, tothe very ſame purpoſe, but this may ſuffice, 


ope. There were formerly a _— of wild 
uch Wl beaſts in the woody regions of Etna; but 
nich MW notwithſtanding this advantage they had 
ere over the dogs and hunters, the number of 
the W theſe is now greatly reduced. — They have 
led MY Gill however the wild boar, the roebuck, 


to and a kind of wild goat; but the race of 


AMY tags, which was much celebrated, as well 
ely :s that of bears, is thought to be extinct. 
the W Several places of the mountain are ſtill 
d, named from thoſe animals. e 


his were eſteemed the beſt in Sicily. The cattle 


are ſtill of a large ſize, and have horns of 
ſuch a length, that they are preſerved as 


curioſities in ſome muſeums. The horſes , 
Iam afraid , have degenerated. | 


There are ſaid to be quantities of porcu- 


Etna; but we had not the good fortune to 


ſee any eagles or vultures, which are like- 
us WF viſe {aid to be inhabitants of this mountain. 


10 . WO, 
„ The accounts given of mount tna by 
m 


the old Sicilian authors, ( ſeveral of whom 
have borrowed from N are very, 


3 


Out The horſes and cattle of mount Etna 5 
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pines and land tortoiſes on ſome parts of 


meet with any of them. Neither did we 
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178 A TOUR THROUGH 
various. Some of them deſcribe the hollow 
of the crater as being ſeven or eight miles 
in circumference , ſome make it five, and 
others only three : And probably al 
them are right; for 1 find, by all their 
accounts, that generally once in about 100 
years , the whole crater has fallen down 
into the bowels of the mountain : That in 
proceſs of time, a new crater is ſeen peep- 
ing out of the gulph; which, perpetually 
encreafing by the matter thrown up, is by 
degrees raiſed again to its ancient height, 
rill at laſt becoming too heavy for its hol. 
low foundations , it again gives way , and 
at once ſinks down into the mountain. 
This happened about 100 years ago, in the 
year 1669, as recorded by Borelli , whoſe 
account of it I have before me. « Univer- 
» ſum cacumen , quod ad inſtar ſpeculæ, 
» ſeu turris, ad ingentem altitudinem ele- 
» vabatur, quod una cum vaſta planitie 
» arenoſa depreſſa, atque abſorpta eſt in 
» profundam voraginem », &c. The ſame 
likewiſe happened in the year 1536, as re- 
corded by Fazello and Filoteo; and in the 
ws 1444, 1329, and 1157. Of all theſe 
have read an account; but probably be- 
twixt the two laſt mentioned, there has been 
another that is not recorded, as the interval 
betwixt all the reſt are pretty nearly equal. 


Some of them give a dreadful account 


all of 


1 
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of it. Folcando , one of their hiftorians , 


tells us, it ſhook the whole iſland ,. and 
reſounded through all its ſhores. And thei 
poet Errico ſays, on the ſame occaſion, 


« $04: il foo fi aulas 

» Per al 2 e 425 r. 18 
The bellowing dire a thouſand lands reſound. 
„ Whoſe trembling shores return the dreadful 


57 ſound *. 


in all probability, this event will very ſoon 
happen , as the circumference of the crater 


is no-where recorded to have been reduced 


to leſs than three miles; and Recupero ſays, 
it is at prefent only three miles and a half; 
beſides, 100 years, the common period, 
has now elapſed ſince its laſt fall. 


There are many ſtories of people periſhing 
by their temerity, in being too curious 
ſpectators of the eruptions of this moun- 
nin; but there are ſtill many more, of 
thoſe that have been-miraculouſly ſaved by 
the interpoſition of ſome ſaint or the Vir- 
in , who are ſuppoſed to be in a perpetual 
ate of warfare with the devils in mount 
Etna. That part of the iſland where Ætna 
ſtands, has ever been named il Val Demoni , 
from the frequent apparitions of theſe de- 
vils. It makes one third of the apt, The 
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other two are named the Val di Noto, aud their 
the Val di Mazxara. HR. 7 3 
| ſuade 


There is one ſtory, though a very old one, 
that is ſtill related at Catania; it is taken 
notice of by Seneca, Ariſtotle, Strabo, and 
others. In the time of a great eruption, 
when the fire was pouring down upon the 
city, and every one was carrying off his 
moſt valuable effects; two rich brothers, 
named Anfinomus and Anapias, neglecting 
all their wealth, eſcaped from the confla- 
=_— with their aged parents on their 

acks. Theſe authors add , that the fire, 
reſpecting ſuch filial piety , ſpared- them, 
whilſt many others that took the ſame road 
were conſumed, + "15, Dr 


This action has been wonderfally en- 
tolled, and proves, I think, that feats of 
this kind were by no means common in 
thoſe days. — Now, pray, don't you think, 
in the world at preſent, bad as it is ſup- 
poſed to be, there are few ſons, who would 
not have acted in the ſame manner? and 
ſure I am, the reſt of mankind would not 
have made ſuch a fuſs about it. Humanir 
and natural affection, I believe, in thoſe 
ages we are inclined to extol ſo much , were 
not by many degrees ſo powerful as they 
are at preſent. — Even the pious Aneas 


himſelf one of the moſt renowned of a 


| 
1 
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their heroes, was in effect but a ſavage, 


notwithſtanding all- that Virgil ſays to per- 
ſuade us of the contrary ; for you find him 
acrificing his weak and captive enemies, at 
the ſame time that he is canting and preach- 


ing up piety and juſtice. 


Theſe two brothers were ſo celebrated 
for this action, that there was a diſpute 


betwixt Syracuſe and Catania, which of 


theſe cities had given them birth; and tem- 
ples were erected in both of them, dedi- 
cated to Filial Piety, in memory of the event. 


In the accounts of the more recent de- 
fiructions of Catania, there occurs no in- 
ſtance of this ſort. We find them only la- 
menting the loſs of prieſts and nuns, and 


very much out of humour at their ſaints, 


for allowing the devils to get the better of 
them. I have been a good deal entertained 
with ſome of thoſe authors.—Selvaggio-, 
one of their poets , ſpeaking of the terrible 
earthquake in the year 1169, that deſtroyed 
Catania, and buried multitudes of people 
in the ruins, deſcribes ir in the following 


manner , which may ſerve as a ſpecimen of 


the poetry of that tim. 


« Catanearn doleo , dolor eſt miſerabile dictu: 

» Clara, potens, antiqua fuit; plebe , milite, clero, 
» Divitus, auro, ſpecie, virtute, triumphis. 
Heu terre motu ruit illa potentia rerum! 
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182 A TOUR THROUGH 
» Morte ruit juvenis, moritur vir, ſponſa, mari 
» Unde ſuperbit homo? Deus una diruit hora 
» Turres, ornatus, veſtes, cunctoſque paratus, 
„In tanto gemitu periit pars maxima gentis, 
» Proh 9 . & monachi quadraginta quatuor & 
»” plus: | ; | LATE: 
Et perlit . ftor patriæ, pater 11 Johannes 
„Pontificalis honor, lux regni fic periere „„ 
But another, Guſtanavilla, one of their 
hiſtorians , gives a very different account 
of this affair; as it is likewiſe ſomewhat 
curious in its way, I ſhall copy it for your 
amuſement : « In omnem terram, & in 
' » fines. orbis terre jam exiit plaga illa, qui 
» nuper in Sicilia percuſſi funt Caranenſes 
in vigilia B. Agathæ; cum epiſcopus'ille 
damnatiſſimus, qui, ſicut ſcitis, fibi ſumpſt 
honorem, non vocatus a Domino, tan- 
quam Aaron, & qui ad ſedem illam , non 
electione canonica, ſed Jeſuitica venali- 
tate intravit; cum, inquam , abominatioms 
offerret incenſum, intonuit de cœlo Do- 
minus, & ecce terre motus faQus eſt 
_— angelus enim Domini percutiens 
epiſcopum in furore Domini cum populo, 
& univerſa civitate ſubvertit v. * 


He adds, that if St. Agatha's veil had 
not been produced, the angel of the Lord 
was in ſuch a fury, that he would not have 

left one ſoul alive. „ 


n 8 8 8 r 2 8 


There is a curious painting of the great 


eruption 1669, in the cathedral of this place. 
| is but indifferently painted, but gives a 
dreadful idea of that event. Borelh , who 
was upon the ſpot, deſcribes it —He ſays, 
on the 11th of March, ſometime before the 


va burſt out, after violent earthquakes 


and dreadful ſubterraneous bellowing, a 
rent was opened in the mountain twelve 
miles long ; in ſome places of which, when 
they threw down ſtones, they could not 


hear them ſtrike the bottom. He fays , that 


burning rocks , ſixty palms in length, were 
thrown to the diſtance of a mile; and that 


the giants , ſuppoſed to be buried under. 
mount Ætna, feemed to have renewed their 


war againſt heaven: That ſtones of a lefler 
ſue were carried upwards of three miles; 
and that the thunder and l from 
the ſmoke, was ſcarce leſs terrible than the 
noiſe of the mountain. He adds, that after 
the moſt violent ſtruggles and fhaking of 
the whole iſland, when the lava at laſt burſt 
through, it ſprung up into the air to the 
height of ſixty palms.—In ſhort , he deſcri- 
bes that event, as well as the univerfal 
terror and conſternation it occafionned, in 
terms full of horror, —For many weeks the 
fun did not appear, and the day ſeemed 


to be changed into night.—Soon after the 


lava got vent, which was not till four 
months from the time that the mountain 


began to labour, all theſe dreadful ſymp- 
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194 A TOUR THROUGH. 
toms abated, and it was ſoon after per- mo: 
fectly quiet. 1 . 


He ſays, this deluge of fire, after de. 
ſtroying the fineſt country in Sicily, and 1 
ſweeping away churches , villages, and con- Etr 
vents, broke over the lofty walls of Ca Mari 
tania , and covered up five of its baſtions I give 
with the intervening curtains. From thence ¶ into 
pouring down on the city, it deſtroyed WM the 
every object it met with, overwhelming W jour 
and burying all in one promiſcuous ruin. The 
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What he regrets moſt , was ſome pre- and 
cious remains of antiquity ; the names, the MW for 
ſituation , and even the memory of whoſe oft 
exiſtence, is now loſt in the place. He men- cul; 
tions an 'amphitheatre , which he calls Col- fit 
lifeo, the Circus Maximus, the Naumachia , ¶ anci 

and ſeveral temples. Et. 


An account of this great eruption. was 
ſent to Charles Il. by Lord Winchelſea, 
who was then returning from his embaſly Inde 
at Conſtantinople, and ſtopped here on put - ¶ mor 
poſe to ſee fo remarkable an event. But his preſ 
lordſhip has not been at that pains to exa- mo! 
mine it we could have wiſhed. His curio- JW not 
ſity was ſatisfied in one day; and he ſeems i loſo 
to have been contented only to look at the WW crea 
lava at a great diſtance; but did not think b. r 
of examining its ſource , or aſcending the I fin 
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mountain, although at that time all the 
moſt formidable circumſtances of the erup- 
ton were 


I ſhould not finiſh this account of mount 
Etna, without ſaying ſomething of the 
various fables and avs. $07 to which it hag 
ziven riſe ; but it would probably lead me 
into too vaſt a field, and give this more 
the air of a diſſertation than a letter or a 
journal. Theſe you will eafily recolle&; 
They have afforded ample employment for 
the muſe, in all ages, and in all languages; 
and indeed the philoſopher and natural hi- 
ſtorian have found, in the real properties 
of this mountain, as ample a fund of ſpe- 
culation , as the poets Rave done in the 
fictitious.—It is ſo often mentioned by the 
ancient writers, that it has been ſaid of 
Etna as well as of Greece 


1 Nullum eſt ſine nomine faxum . 


Indeed, I am afraid this ſaying was much 
more applicable to it formerly than it is at 
preſent; for we even found ſeveral large 
mountains that had no name; and it does 
not at all appear, that the number of phi- 
loſophers in Sicily have by any means in- 
creaſed in the later ages. Their ambition 
is now changed; and if they can get a 
aint to keep the devils of Etna in order, 
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has been ſo much admired. You may 
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they trouble themſelves very little about the „ 
cauſe of its operations; and do not value 1 
their iſland half ſo much for having give „ 
birth to Archimedes or Empedocles , as toll *” 
St. Agatha and St. Roſalia,  — 1 
The ancients, as well as the moderns MW » 
ſeem ever to have conſidered Ætna as one 
of the higheſt mountains on the globe. There So 
are many paſſages in their authors. thafſſ!9© 
ſhew this; though, perhaps, none more che 
ſtrongly than their making Deucalion and evide 
Pyrrha take refuge on the top of it, to ſayefſ __ 
themſelves from the univerſal deluge *. . Inte 
1255 i : eo at Tur! 
1 ſhall now conclude this long accountWy act 
of mount Etna with Virgil's celebrated de- lte 
ſcription of it in the third Eneid, which" Ct 


compare it with the following deſcriptionM Bu 
of the famous poet Raitano , held, I af-Mjne 


ſure you, in full as high eſtimation by theWyreat 


Sicilians. who 

| | |: [17 0:40, rome 
Nel mezzo verſo Pethere avviccina _ = 

„ Etna la fronte ſia cinta di orrori, in 

„E con iſpavantevole rovina . thoug 

» Rimbomba, e con orribili fragori. . Whohilo 

ever 


& Cataclyſmus , quod nos diluvium dicimus , WM und 
cum factus eſt, omne genus humanum interit i or tn 
præter Deucalionem & Pyrrham, qui in montem 
Etnam, qui altiſſimus in Sicilia eſſe dicitur, ut ? 
fugerunt, &c. Hus. Arche 
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t the » Sovente negri nubi al ciel deftina' _ 
alue » Fumanti di atro turbine, e di ardori, 
ive » Ergi globbi di fiamma, e ſu lambiſce - 
V Le ſtelle omai con infuocate ſtriſcie; 
„ Scogli, e divelte viſcere di monte 
„Erruͤttando tal volta avido eſtolle; 
„E con gemiti vomita, e con onte 


ns » Liquifatti macigat, e in fondo bolle 5 


So ſings the Sicilian muſe ;—you will not 
thai bowever heſitate to- give the preference 
norelſſto the Roman one, although the former is 

evidently ftolen from her. CEE 


« -— Horrificis juxta tonat Ætna ruinis , . 
»Interdumque atram prorumpit ad æthera nubem, 
» Turbine fumantem piceo & candente favilla , 


de- Interdum ſcopulos, avolſaque viſcera montis 
nch Erigit eructans, . ſaxa ſub auras 
„cum gemitu glomerat, fun 


ion But both theſe have been greatly out> 


al done by the wonderful imagination of our 


the great countryman Sir Richard Blackmore; 


Who accounts at once for the whole phe- 
nomena of Etna, by the ſimple idea of 
zving the mountain a fit of the colic: A 
thought that had eſcaped all the poets and 
philoſophers of antiquity , and ſeems for 
ever to have been reſerved for the pro- 
en ef the Bathos.—I have forgot the paſſage ; 
ur, "Pang will find it, I think, in prince 
tthur. | 9 


„Attollitque globos flammarum, & fidera lambit. 


oque exæſtuat imo 10 | 


"HI and genius of this great maſter and father 
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likewiſe mentioned the eruptions of moun 


clearer idea both of the mountain itſelf, ang 


diſpu! 
of as 
has b 
crea: 
rhen 
and | 
re b 
ſol fat 
Etna 
terne 
o be 
But 1 
(ript 
note 


The philoſophical poet, Lucretius, h; 


Etna; but Pindar is the oldeſt poet v. 
know of, that has taken any notice 0 
them. His deſcription is, I think, thi 
moſt ſatisfactory of all, and conveys 


an eruption of the mountain, than. eithe 
the Roman or Sicilian poet, though it j 
not near ſo much laboured , nor workee 
up with all that variety of circumſtances 
they have found means to introduce, ! 
greateſt fault is, that Pindar had ftill kep 
in view that abſurd idea of the ancients 
that Jupiter had buried the giants unde 


mount Etna; and that their ſtruggling t Vas 
get looſe, was the cauſe of its eruptions Wi— 
But even this he touches bur ſlightly, al, 
if aſhamed to give ſuch a reaſon. The pal] vol 
ſage is tranſlated into Engliſh by Mr. Well Vir 
: | ner < 
Now under ſmoking Cuma's ſulph'rous coaſt ile co 
„And vaſt Sicilia, lies his tortur'd breaſt. 
» By owy Etna, nurſe of endleſs froſt, Th 
„The mighty prop of heav'n for ever preſt, . . 
» Forth from whoſe . caverns iſſuing riſe s 17 
» Tremendous fountains of pure liquid fire, re co 
„Which veil in ruddy: miſts the noon-day skies hon th 


» While wraptin ſmoke the eddying flames aſpire he es 


„ Or gleaming thro' the night with hideous roat I 
„Far o'er the red ning main huge rocky fragment" Ole 
| „pour v. : ume ( 
"PETER 1 . In tha 

This paſſage decides what has been much bout 
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iſputed , that Etna was in theſe early ages, 
of as great an elevation as at preſent. It 


chen they are ſuppoſed to moulder down, 
and by degrees fink into the caverns that 
re below them, like the aſtruni, and the 
flfaterra at Naples: However we find that 
Etna was at that time as now, covered with 
ternal ſnows , and was ſuppoſed, like Atlas; 
p be one of the great props of. heaven; 
Jut what pleaſes me the moſt in this de- 
ription is, that it proves beyond the poſ- 
kbiliry of a doubt, that in theſe very re- 
note eruptions, it was common for the 
vas of Etna to run a great way out to 
a. The concluſion, I think, is fully as 


zvolſaque viſcera;montis erigit eructans » 
f Virgil, which, I muſt own, I think ra- 
ther comes too near Sir Richard's fit o 
the colic, | £1 


- 
2 


15 is mountain; but is not ſo particular as 
„e could have wiſhed. He does not men- 
kies on the date of the firſt ; but ſays, it was 
vi” ic earlieſt after the arrival of the Greeks 


u Sicily, The ſecond happened about the 
ime of the 77th Olympiad, and the laſt 
« that of the 88th, which was near 

ncMibout the period when Pindar wrote 15 


gas been alleged, that volcanos always in- 
creaſe in height till they are extinguiſhed. 


ut , and perhaps not leſs ſublime, than the 


Thucydides ſpeaks of three eruptions of 
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190 A TOUR THROUGH 
that we cannot doubt that his deſcriptio 
is taken from the accounts he had hear 
of ſome of thoſe eruptions, the circum 
ſtances of which, no doubt, at that time 
had afforded matter of converſation all oye 
Greece. 


” — 


I think we may now try to take leave « 
Etna, though I am afraid, during the r4 
mainder of our expedition, we ſhall mee 
with nothing worthy to ſucceed it. 
ſhall ſail from hence to-morrow morning 
and expect to ſleep at Syracuſe, as it 
only about fifty miles diſtant. I ſhall writ 
to you again from the ruins of that cel 


brated city. Farewell. al 

5 Ever you 

LETTER KIT 
Syracuſe „June 1 . 


Oz the 31ſt of May we embarked o 
board a felucca , and ſet fail for t 
mighty Syracuſe.— The wind was favou 
able, and for ſome time we went at 
Breat rate. The view of mount Etna, f 
the whole of this little voyage, is wor 
derfully fine , and the bold black coa 


of that immenſe volcano , gives the mo 
awful idea of its eruptions. There 'is 1 


/ 


ptioff;rt of this coaſt nearer than thirty miles 
bits ſummit ; and yet there has hardly 


us not reached the ſea, and driven back 
s waters to a great diſtance, leaving high 
xks and promontories, that for ever fer 
s waves at defiance, and pref Tibe- their 
moſt limits. What a tremendous; ſcene 


jents'haye formed! | 
We may eaſily conceive the variety of 
langes this coaſt has undergone in the 
ace of ſome thouſands of years, as every 
reat eruption muſt have made a conſider- 
ble difference. Virgil is wonderfully mi- 
ute and exact in his geography of Sicily; 
nd this is the only part of the iſland that 
kms to be materially altered ſince his time. 
le ſays there was a very large port at the 
bot of Etna, where ſhips were ſecure 
tom every wind; EY b 


» 1ngens of ba 


« Portus ab acceſſu ventorum immotus & 


which, at preſent, there are not the leaſt 


led by the Sicilians the port of Ulyſſes; 
ch is often mentioned by their writers. 
he place of its exiſtence is ſtill ſhewn 

ttwixt three and four miles up the coun- 
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een any great eruption, where the lava 


uſt the meeting betwixt theſe adverſe ele - 


mains, It is Jonny the ſame that was 
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92 A TOUR THROUGH 
try, amongſt the-lavas of Etna. Howeve dl 

I can ſee no ſort of reaſon why they he elf 
called this the port of Ulyſſes: For ſurel 
Homer does not bring his hero near th 
precints of mount tna. Indeed I thia * 
it is evident, that this volcano did not bur 
during the time of Homer, nor for. ſom 
ages preceding it, otherwiſe it is not po 2 
ſible, that he would have ſaid ſo much I. 
Sicily, without taking any, notice of 

great and capital an object, which, of: 
others, the daring and ſublime imaginatio 
of Homer would have been the moſt eage 


to graſp at—lt is evident, from his aff 1 
count, that Ulyſſes landed at the weſt en: | 
of Sicily, oppoſite to the iſland of Lachaea ny 
now Favignana, almoſt two hundred mile in 4 
diſtant from this poertr. Pobſe 

| | Sh . 11 (4 is 1 i riſes 
Virgil, with more judgment, lands h baſe 
hero at the foot of Etna, which give nou 
him an opportunity of introducing fon can 
of the fineſt deſcription in the neid. Buffs u. 
it is ſomewhat odd, that here he makeW'y t 
Eneas find one of Ulyſſes's companions he 
who had eſcaped the rage of Polyphemus diſtir 
and had lived for ſeveral months in th colo 
woods and caverns of this mountain. it 01 
Virgil muſt have been aware of this it nd 

ropriety, as he well knew that Home 

d landed Ulyſſes, and placed the cave 0 5 


Polyphemus at the moſt diſtant point 4 
N 5 {land 


1 
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land. But he could not HENmn 
ſelf to paſs mount Etna. 

roughly convinced, that this was the moſt 
proper landing-plage for an epic hero, as 
well as the moſ 

cyclops, that, by a bold poetical licence, 
he has fairly taken it for granted, that 
Homer really made it ſo. Indeed, in this 
paſſage, the pleaſure he affords to the ima 
zination of his reader, makes l 
mends for his having impoſed on his 
judgment. But to return to our voyage. 


2 


The view of the mountain from the 
ſea is more complete and ſatisfactory than 
any where on the iſland, The eye takes 
in a greater portion of the circle, and you 
obſerve, with more diſtinctneſs, how it 
ſes equally on all ſides, from its immenſe 
baſe , overſpread with the beautiful little 
mountains I have mentioned; and at once 
can trace the progreſs of vegetation from 
its utmoſt luxuriance, to where it is checked 
by the two extremes of heat and of cold.— 
The different regions of the. mountain are 
diſtinctly marked out, by their different 
colours, and different productions; expoſing 
it once to the ravithed eye every climate, 


ad every ſeaſon , with all their variety; 


| < £184; DH TO--59 {731950 

«Where bloſſoms, fruits, and lowerstogether riſe, 

1And the whole year in gay confuſion lies sn. 
Vol. I. n 5 


e Was ſo tho- 


proper habitation for the 
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traſt, the regions of unextinguiſhable fire. 


nen 
«<4 DIP 
Y + * 
1 » 


The firſt region exhibits every object that 
characteriſes ſummer and autumn; the ſe- 
cond, thoſe of the moſt delightful ſpring; 
the third, an eternal and unrelenting win- 
ter; and the fourth, to complete the con- 


The circumference of the great baſe 9 
Etna, Recupero told me, he had been a 
a good deal of pains to aſeertain; as it had 
generally been eomputed only at a hundted 
miles, or little more, although the rad 01 
that circle had ever been eſteemed at thi 
of thoſe miles; an abſurdivy in eomputa 
tion that had put him upon making thi 
enquiry. The reſult was, that taking the 
ſuppoſed diſtances of one place from an 
other, all the way round, the ſum of the 
whole amounted to one hundred and eight 
three miles: an immenſe circle ſurely,, and 
which is ftill enlarged by every conſide 
able eruption. The whole of this circle i 
formed of lava and burnt matter; and 
have obſerved , that near the very outermo 
borders of it, there have been many little 
eruptions that have pierced through ſome 
of the thickeſt lavas of tna. Theſe fma 
eruptions, at ſo vaſt a diſtance from ih 
at furnace of the mountain, are prababi 
occaſioned by the intenſe heat of the lava 
which continues for many you  rarifying 
the air, in the caverns it has run over 


K 
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chat chic burſting forth from its hots „ the: 
ſe-MWura ſinks. down, an Wins: he ſulphut 

ing; ind nitre, With, Wi hich —— are 
in-Miled , exhibits in miniature Hoh 

of a great rend. 1 


There is a Lon dukes bench chat * 
ends from the month of che xiver Simetus 
; great way to the, ſouth of Catania, and 
fa 1 continued the Whole way to 

oat f. the mohntain q Tauraminum, 
(where: there ate ſſill ſame-remains of the 
aft end of it t 2 or in upon, 
nany thouſand y the lavas. df 
Erna ; which «tom ny ly ſhore, have 
ww convxertefl it into high, hold, black 
on coaſt. What is a ſfrong proof of this; 
in many placæs Where — have ark 


bp eel a h the 
x Let dens eee Jabs of 


wy gn haze gt las 

Thete is nothing elle Neigel, in 
the voyage from is to SMracuſe. — 
ou will read che coaglyGon, of ith the. third 
hook of the Eneid, you will find a much 
letter deſefiption of it chan an I cap give 
jou. The coalt lies le and, eReapt Nn 

e :0þjects. - 


here are no very 


We paſſed, the 2 of- eren rivers: 
the firſt and moſt conſidetable i 
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rounding the weſt ſkirts of the mountain, nat. 


_ repreſent, Some pieces of this amber con- 
2 4 a 


*Giarretta or river of St. Paul, fofmefſyf ti 
the Simetus; and under that name cee. ſer 
litt 


brated by the poets. The nymph* Thalia, 


after her amour with Jupiter, is "ſuppoſed of 
to have been changed into this ſtréam; bot 


and, to avoid the reſentment of Juno, ſunk oe 
under ground near mount Etna, and con- ole 


tinued her ſubterraneous courſe to the Ih. 
ſea. This river was navigable in the time mo 
of the Romans, and, Maſſa ſays ,*the'pnly fro 
one in the iſland that was ſo.—It takes its ws 

as 


riſe on the north ſide of Etna, and -ſuy- 


falls into the ſea near the ruins of the ' 


tient Morgantio. It no longer ſinks under Pro. 
ground as it did formerly; but it is now K. 
celebrated for a quality it does not appear the 
to have poſſeſſed in the times of antiquity the 
as none of the old writers take notice of it. '! 2! 
It throws up near its mouth great quant 0! 
ties of fine amber: This is earefülſ g ſtan 
_ thered by the peaſants in the neighbour *< 
hood, and brought to Catania, where it i fecti 
manufadured into the form of exoſſes i ſoun 
beads , ſaints, &c. and is ſold at higpricegy Pole 
to the ſuperſtitious people on the continent Ve! 
We bought ſeveral of theſe reſpectabſe wer 
figures ,/ and found tem elerical in a high [hc 
degree; powerfully attraQing feathers tal! 
ſtraws, and other light bodies; ſomewhat but 
emblematical , you will ſay , of what the 


; 


little entertained with the ingenuity of one 


bottle-fl y, with its wings expanded , exactly 


over the head of à ſaint, to repreſent, he 
told us, lo Spirito Santo deſeending upon him, 
ſtronger ſmell, than that which comes 


has long been a controverted point amongſt 


aſcertained , whether it is a fea or a land 


a kind of gum or bitumen, that iſſues from 
the earth in a liquid ſtate, at which time 
the flies and other inſects that light upon 
it are caught, and by their ſtruggles to get 
loſe, ſoon work themſelves into its ſub» 
ſtance , which hardening round them, they 
ae for ever. preſerved in the greateſt per- 
fection. Large. fine pieces are conſtantly 
found at the mouth of the Simetus, ſi 

poſed to have. been brought. down: b "= 
tiver; but it is ſingular, that none of it is 
ever found any where but on the ſea-ſhore: 
They. have likewiſe here a kind of artifi- 


; 1 WILLS 0 rieren non ot 701 
Not far from the mouth of this river 
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tain flies and other inſects curiouſly, pre? 


ſerved in its ſubſtance; and we werè not a 


of the artiſts, who, has left a large blue - 


[ have got ſome fine pieces of this amber, 
more electric, I think, and aufe | 
rom 


the Baltic. The. generation of this ſubſtance 
naturaliſts; nor do I believe it is as yet 


production. It is generally ſuppoſed to be 


cal amber, made, I am told, from copal; 


but it is very different from the natural. 


or he 2 P 


S 


r 
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there are two of the largeſt lakes in Sicily; Y + 
the Beviere, and the Pantana ; the firſt of i | 
which is ſuppoſed to have been made by tur 
Hercules; in conſequence of which it wa O. 
held ſacred by the antients. They are full on 
of a variety of fiſn; one ſpecies of which, 0! 
called Molletti, is mach eſteemed: the ſalt- ¶ th! 
ing and exportation of theſe makes à con- Pla 
fiderable branch of commerce at Leontini, pri 
which is in that neighbonrhood : that city tte 
is one of the moſt antient in the iflane; dif 
and is ſuppoſed to have been the habitation ll 
of the Leſtrigenns 


Os 
ie: 9 
ain he 3 O 


The Leontine fields luve been mel bo 


famed for their fertility : Both Diodorus i wa 
and Pliny affert that they yielded wheat an all 
hundred-fold , and that grain grew Sonta-W tur 
neouſly here without culture: this was ane 
only during the reign of Ceres, and is not mo 
now the caſe. 5 e 9 WY wa 
| $04” #2 „ A. ol. 7 2 | on] 
In a few hours ſailing we came in fig he 
of the city of Augufta, which is beaut) = 
ur 


ſituated in a ſmall iſland that. was formerly} 
a peninfula': It was therefore called by the] fin 
Greeks Cherſoneſus. Both the city andi wit 
fortifications ſeem conſiderable, and ate toc 
ſaid to contain about gooo inhabitants. 
The ruins of the Little Hybla , ſo celebrated 
for its honey, lie within a few miles of 
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Some time before our arrival at Syracuſe , 
it fell a dead calm, and we ſpied a. fine 
turtle faſt aſleep on. the ſurface of the water. 
Our pilot ordered a profound filence , and 
wy two oars to row very gently. , that if 
poſſible we might ſurpriſe him.-Every 
thing was put in order, and two men were 
placed ready at the prow to ſecure the 
prize —We were all attention and expeQ- 
ation, and durſt hardly breathe for fear of 
diturbing him. ME 72 


We moved flowly on, and the turtle lay 
ſtone· ſtill; the two men bent down their 
bodies, and had their arms already in the 
water to ſeize him. No alderman, with 
all deference be it ſpeken, ever heheld his 
turtle upon the table with more pleaſure 
and ſecurity ; nar feafted his imagination 
more luſciouſty upon the banguet.—He 
was already our own in idea, and we were 
only thinking of the various ways in which 
he ſhould be dreſſed: —When—how vain 
and tranſitory all human poſſeſſons! the 
turtle made a plunge, flipped through their 
fingers, and diſappeared in a moment, and 
with him all our hopes. —We looked very 
fooliſh at each other, without uttering a 
word, till Fullarton aſked me in the moT 
provoking manner in the world , whether 
I would chuſe a little of the callipaſh or 
the callipee. The two men A Ss 'up 

3 


4200 A TOUR THROUGH 

their ſhoulders , and ſaid Paxienza ; but wh 
Glover told them in a rage, that all the Pe. 190 
Tienda on earth was not equal to a good turtle. ma 


Soon after this, the remains of the great 1 
Syracufe appeared; the remembrance off “ 
whole glory, magnificence, and illuſtrious i n 
deeds both in arts and arms, made us Ma 
for ſome time even forget our turtle. But in 
alas! how are the mighty fallen 1 This *4 
proud city, that vied with Rome itſelf; 
is now reduced to a heap of rubbiſh; for 
What remains of it deſerves not the name de. 
of a city. We rowed round the greateſt Ml U 
part of its walls without ſeeing a human of 
creature; thoſe very walls that were the n 
terror of the Roman arms; from hence] bit. 
Archimedes battered their fleets, and with ch⸗ 
his engines lifted their veſſels out of the 
ſea, and daſhed! them againſt the rocks. but 
We found the interior part of the city ©"! 
agreed but too well with its external appear- An 
ance. There was not an inn to be found; dee 
and after viſiting all the monaſteries and ful 
religious fraternities in ſearch of beds, we N 
found the whole of them fo wretchedly MW Pri 
mean and dirty, that we preferred at laſt i 2 
to fleep on ſtraw; but even that we could Lat 
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not have clean, but are eat up with vermin Ea 
of every kind. WET * 
| ble 


We had letters for the Count Gaetano; N of 


4 


who made an apology that he could not 


lodge us, but in other reſpects ſhewed us 


many civilities; particularly in giving us 
the uſe of his carriage, in explaining the 
ruins , in pointing out every thing that 
was worthy of our attention; and likewiſe 
in giving us letters of recommendation for 


Malta. He is a gentleman of good ſenſe, 
and has written ſeveral treatiſes on the an- 


tiquities of Sicily. 


7 FED 4 - 3 * 23 | FFF 9 5 e 0 : 
Of the four cities that compoſed. the an- 


cient Syracuſe, there remains only Ortigia, 
by much the ſmalleſt ; ſituated in the iſland. 
of that name. It is about two miles round, 
and ſuppoſed to contain about 14000 inha- 


bitants. The ruins of the other three , Ty- 


cha, Acradina, and Neapoli, are compu- 


ted at twenty-two miles in circumference, 


but almoſt the whole of this ſpace is now 
converted into rich | vineyards, orchards, 
and eorr-fields; the walls of -theſe are in- 
deed every where built with broken marbles 
full of engravings and inſcriptions , . but 


moſt of them defaced and ſpoiled. . The 
principal remains of antiquirg are a theatre 


and amphitheatre; many ſepulchres, the 
Latomie, the Catacombs, and the famous 


Ear of Dionyſius, which it was impoſſible 


to deſtroy.— The Latomie now makes a: no- 


ble ſubterraneous garden, and is indeed one 


of the moſt beautiful and e ee 


** 
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ever beheld. Moſt of it is about one hun- w 
dred feet below the level of the earth; and pi 
of an incredible extent. The whole v 
Hhewn out of a rock as hard as marble, com-M ha 
poſed of a concretion of ſhells, gravel, and th. 
other marine bodies. The bottom of this kn 
immenſe * „from whence probably th: 
the greateſt part of Syracuſe was built, is qu 
now covered with an -exceeding rich foil; MW an 
and as no wind from any point of the Di 
compaſs can touch it, it is filled with af tr 
great variety of the fineſt ſnrubs and fruit- the 
trees, which bear with vaſt-luxuriance and Ca 
are never blaſted. The oranges, citrons, MW no! 
bergamots , pomegranates, figs, &c. ae det 
all of a remarkable ſize and fine quality. thi 
Some of theſe trees, but more particularly 
the olives, grow out of the hard rock; 
where there is no viſible ſoil ; and exhibit 
a very uncommon and pleaſing appearance, 


There is a variety of wild and romantic 
fcenes in this curious garden; in the midſt 
of which we were ſurpriſed by the appeat- 
ance of a figure under one of the caverns, 
that added greatly to the dignity and ſo- 
lemnity of the place.—It was that of an 
iged man, with a long flowing white beard 
. that reached down to his middle. His old 
wrinkled face and ſcanty grey locks pro- 
founced him a member of ſome former 
age as well as of this, His hands, which 


« » 
- 
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were ſhook by 2 held a ſort of 
pilgrim's ſtaff; and about his neck there 
was a ſtring of large beads with a crucifix 
hanging to its end.— Had it not been for 
theſe marks of his later exiſtence, I don't 
know but I ſhould have afked him, whe- 
ther , in his youth, he had not been ac- 
quainted with Theocritus and Archimedes, 
and if he did not remember the reign of 
Dionyſins the tyrant? Bur he ſaved us the 
trouble, by telling us he was the hermit of 
the place, and belonged to a convent of 
Capuchins on the rock above ; that he had 
now bid adieu to the upper world, and was 
determined to ſpend the reſt of his life in 
this ſolitude, in prayer for the wretched 

mortals that inhabit it. e 


This figure, together with the fcene in 
which it appears, are indeed admirably well 
adapted, and reflect a mutual dignity upon 
each other. We left ſome money upon the 
rock: For the Capuchins, who are the 
greateſt beggars on earih , never touch 
money, but ſave their too tender confciences, 
and preſerve their vows unbroken, by the 
ſimple device of lifting it with -a pair of 
pincers, and carrying it to market in their 
ſack or cowl. This 1 have feen more than 
once, We were much delighted with the 
Latomie, and left it with regret: It is the 
very ſame that has been PC 
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by Cicero about 1800 years ago: « en 
» elt ingens (ſays he) magnificum regum, he 
„ at tyrannorum. Totum ex ſaxo in mi- oO 
» randam altitudinem depreſſo, & e ., A th 
little to the weſt of it is ſuppoſed to have ac 
ſtood the country-houſe, the ſale of which 


bf you will remember he gives ſo lively and 
| pleaſant an account of; by which a gold- hi. 
ö ſmith .( I have forgot his name ) cheated a ſib 
| Roman nobleman in a very ingenious Pr 
| manner. . . . ou 
| ; | ag 
| 


The Ear of Dionyſius is no leſs a monu- 
ment of the ingenuity and magnificence, 
than of the cruelty of that tyrant. It is 2 fu 
huge cavern cut out of the hard rock, in T! 
the form of the human ear, The perpen-WMI nc 
dicular height of it is about 80 feet, andi th 
the length of this enormous ear is not leſsſu: 
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| than 250. The cavern was ſaid to be-folfl co 
contrived, that every ſound made in it, m. 
| was collected and united into one point, 28% ea 
| into a focus; this was called the Tympa- 9% 
1 num; and exactly oppoſite to it the tyrant in 
| had made a ſmall hole, which communicated ca 
with a little apartment where he uſed. tc 
conceal himſelf. He applied his own ear to 
this hole, and is ſaid to have heard diſtindy v. 
every word that was ſpoken in the cavemi bi 
below. This apartment was no. ſoonerfifi th 
finiſhed , and a proof of it made, than he - 


put to death all the workmen that bad been 
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employes in it. He then confined all that 
he ſuſpeted were his enemies; and by 
overhearing their converſation , judged of 
their guilt, and condemned and acquitted 

accordingly. „ b 


As this chamber of Dionyſius is very 
high in the rock, and now totally inacceſ- 
ſible, we had it not in our power to make 
proof of this curious experiment, which 
our guides told us had been done ſome years 
ago by the captain of an Engliſh ſhip. 


The echo in the Ear is prodigious; much 
ſuperior to any other cavern I have ſeen. 
The holes in the rock, to which the priſo- 
ners were chained, ſtill remain, and even 
the lead and iron in ſeveral of them. We 
ſurpriſed a poor young porcupine who had 
come here to drink, of whom our guides 
made lawful prize.— Near to this there are 
caverns of a great extent, where they carry 
on a manufactory of nitre, which is found 
in . vaſt abundance on the ſides of theſe 


Caves. a * 


\ 0 


The amphitheatre is in the form of a 
very excentric ellipſe, and is much ruined; 
but the theatre is. ſo entire, that moſt of 
the gradini or ſeats ſtill remain. Both theſe 
are in that part of the city that was called 
Neapoli, or the New City. « Quarta aue 
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» 


tem eſt urbs ( ſays Cicero) que quia pof- 


v trema zdificata eſt, Neapolis nominatur, 
„ quam ad ſummam theatrum eſt maxi- 


8 & 8 8 * 2 2 


mum, & c. However, it is but a ſmall 


theatre in compariſon of that of Tauro- 
minum. We ſearched amongſt the ſepul- 
chres, ſeveral of which are very elegant, 
for that of Archimedes; but could ſee no- 
thing reſembling it.—At his own defire it 
was adorned with the figure of a ſphere 
_ inſcribed in a cylinder, but had been loft 
by his ungrateful countrymen, even be- 
fore the time that Cicero was quzſtor of 
Sicily. It is pleaſant to obſerve, with what 
eagerneſs this great man undertakes the 
ſearch of it, and with what exultation he 
deſcribes his triumph on the diſcovery. 
« Ego autem cum omnia colluſtrarem ocu- 
» lis (eſt enim ad portas Agragianas magna 


frequentia ſepulchrorum) animadverti co- 


lumnellam non — E _ —_— 
tem, in qua inerat ſphere figura & cy- 
lindri. 2 ego 1 ebe 
autem principes mecum) dixi, me illud 
ipſum arbitrari eſſe quod quærerem. Im- 
miſſi cum falcibus multi purgarunt, & 
aperuerunt locum; quo cum pate 

eſſet aditus ad adverſam baſim acceſſimus; 
apparebat epigramma exeſis poſterioribus 
partibus verſiculorum dimidiatis fere: Ita 
nobiliſſima Græciæ civitas , quondam ver0 


etiam doctiſſima, ſui-ciyis unius acutiſſimi 


1 


e ß n 
> 1 + 8 7 » 4 : 
The Catacombs are à great work; little 


inferior either to thoſe of Rome or Naples, 
and in the ſame ſtile. There are man 

remains of temples. The duke of Mont- 
albano, who has written on the antiquities 
of Syracuſe, reckons near twenty; but 
there. is hardly any of theſe that are now 
diſtinguiſhable. A few fine columns of 
that of Jupiter Olympus ſtill remain; and 
the temple of Minerva (now converted into 
the cathedral of the city, and dedicated to 
the Virgin) is almoſt entire. They have 
lately built a new facade to it; but I am 
afraid they have not improved on the ſim- 
plicity of the antique. It is full of broken 
pediments, and I think in a bad ſtile. 

Ortigia, the only remaining part of 

racuſe —_ _ an land * is FA 
denominated ſuch by Virgil, Cicero, and 
many of the Greek and Latin hiſtorians. 
In latter ages, and probably by the ruins 
of this mighty city, the ſtrait that ſepara- 
ted it from the continent, was filled up; 
and it had now been a peninſula for many 
ages; till the preſent king of Spain, at a 
vaſt expence, cut through the neck of land 
that joined it to Sicily, and has again re- 


duced it to its primitive ſtate. | 
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1 _ 
"He 
| 2 2 7 


_ and counterſcarp, and a broad deep nov 
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Here he has raiſed a noble fortification; cc 


There are four ſtrong gates, one within be 
the other, with each a glacis, covered way, 


filled with ſea-water, and defended 
by an immenfe number of—embraſures;-M 7 
but not ſo much as one ſingle piece of a-! 
tillery. This you will no doubt think r- nea 
diculous enough, but the ridicule is, ſtili cele 
heightened, when J aſſure you there is not ſou 
a cannon of any kind belonging to this kne 
noble fortreſs, but one ſmall battery of fix 
pounders for faluting ſhips that go in and 
out of the port. If you are at a loſs'to 
account for this, you will pleaſe remember 
that it is a work of the king of Spain 
However, the ditches are very uſeful; they 
are perpetually: covered with fiſhing- boats; 


and they can uſe their nets and lines here 


ftormy weather; though I dare ſay this was 

none of the motives that induced his ma- 
jeſty to make them. The nobility of tbe ing 
place have likewiſe barges. here, for their ſuo 
-amuſement. it #58 1 onto 54h are wt 


As the celebrated fountain of :Arethulſ: 
has ever been looked upon as one of thei * 
moms of Syracuſe, you may © 
believe we were. not a little impatient-t9 
examine it: And indeed only by: obſerving 


- 


Cicero's account of it *, we foon found it 


quantities of fiſh it contained, which ſeem 
now to have abandoned it. ; 


to Diana , who had a magnificent temple 
near it, where great feſtivals were annual! 

celebrated in honour of the goddeſs. We 
found a number of nymphs; up to the 
knees in the fountain, buſy walli their 
garments, and we dreaded the fate of 
Actæon and Alpheus : but if theſe were of 
Diana's train, they are by no means fo coy 


hardly chuſe to 'run the riſk of being 
beſt of them. 


It is indeed an aſtoniſhing fountain; and 
riſes at once out of the earth, to the ſize 
of a river.— The poetical fictions concern- 


ſhould enumerate them. Many of the 
people here believe to this day, that it is 
the identical river Arethuſa, that ſinks under 


* In hac inſula extremã eſt fons aquæ dulcis, 
cui nomen Arethuſa eſt, incredibili magnitudine 
pleniſſimus piſcium, qui fluctu totus operiretur, 


tus eſſet, &c, CIC, IL 


— 
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out. It ſtill exactly anſwers the deſcription 
he gives, except with regard to the great 


The foimalaitnd Arriba wa dedicarett | 


as they were of old; and a man would 


changed either into a ſtag or a river for the 


ing it are too well known to require that 1 


niſi munitione, ac--mole lapidum a mari disjuncs : 


—— — —— — a 
— — — — — — — —— — a> — — — — 
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ground near Olympia in Greece, and con- Dia 
tinuing its courſe for five or fix hundred Arc 
miles below the ocean, riſes again in this iſ reſt 


f „ SE l 
K e 


— 


ſpot. | 


It is truly aftoniſhing that ſuch a ſtory as her 
this ſhould have gained ſuch credit amongſt I to < 
the ancients, for it is not only their poets, 
but natural hiſtorians and philoſophers too, 
that take notice of it. Pliny mentions ii 
more than once; and there are few or none Ml Arc 


of the Latin poets that it has eſcaped. I fret 


This ſtrange belief has been communi- phe 
cated to the Sicilian authors, and, what is hav 
amazing, there is hardly any of them that wa: 
doubts of ir. —-Pomponius Mela, Paufanias, 
Maſſa, and Fazzello , are all of the ſame / 
ſentiments; to ſupport which they tell you any 
the old ſtory of the golden cup won at the tha 
Olympic games, which was thrown into the tha 
Grecian Arethuſa, and was ſoon after cat tha 
up again by the Sicilian one, - © 


| They likewiſe add, that it had always Gr: 
been x Pry that after the great ſacrifices} a 
at Olympia, the blood of which fell into me 
that river, the waters of Arethuſa roſe for Ar: 
ſeveral days, tinged with blood. in 
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This, like many modern miracles, was for 


probably a trick of the prieſts.— Thoſe oF pie 
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Diana had the charge of the fountain of 
Arethuſa, and no doubt were much inte- 
reſted to ſupport the credit of the ſtory; 
for it was that goddeſs that converted the 
nymph Arethuſa into a river, and conducted 
her by ſubterraneous paſſages from Greece 
to Sicily, to avoid the purſuit of Alpheus, 
who underwent the ſame fate. 


At a little diſtance from the fountain of 
Arethuſa, there is a very large ſpring of 
freſh water, that hoils up in the ſea. It is 
called Occhio di Zilica, and by ſome: Al 
pheus, who is ſuppoſed by the poets to 
have purſued Arethuſa below the ſea all the 
way to. Sly; 72 8 HEX. 


As this ſpring is not taken notice of by 
any of the great number of the ancients 
that ſpeak of Arethuſa, it is moſt probable 
that it did not then exiſt; and is a part of 
that fountain that has ſince burſt out be- 
fore its arrival at the iſland of Ortigia. 
Had it been viſible in the time of the 
Greeks, there is no doubt that they would 
have made uſe of this, as a ſtrong argu- 


ment to prove the ſubmarine journey of 


Arethuſa; as it in fact riſes at ſome diſtance 
in the ſea , and pretty much in the ſame di- 
region that Greece lies from. Ortigia. It 
ſometimes boils up ſo ſtrongly , that after | 
piercing the ſalt water, I am told it can 


be taken up very little affected by it 


* 


Syracuſe has two harbours; the largeſt 
of which, on the ſouth weſt ſide of Ortigia, 
is reckoned ſix miles round, and was eſteem 
ed one of the beſt in the Mediterranean. 
It is ſaid by Diodorus to have run almof 
into the heart of the city, and was called 
Marmoreo , becaufe entirely ſurrounded 
with buildings of - marble ; the entry inte 
this harbour was ftrongly fortified, and 
the Roman fleets could never penetrate 
into it. N N 2h ee 


* 


13 * 


| ye lee} at e wee 
The ſmall port is on the north eaſt of Or- I de 
tigia , and is likewiſe recorded to have been 
highly ornamented. Fazzello. ſays, there is 
ſtill the remains of a ſubmarine aqueduR, 
that runs through the middle of it, which 
as intended to convey the water from the 
fountain of Arethuſa to the other parts off... 
,,,, d e 


Near this port, they ſhew the ſpot where nan 
Archimedes' houſe ſtood ; and likewiſe the beer 
tower from whence he is ſaid to have ſet lis 
fire to the Roman galleys with his burning ver) 
glaſſes ; a ſtory which is related by ſeveral Wylatl 
authors, but, which is now almoſt univer- ¶ born 
fally exploded, from the difficulty to con- 

ceive a burning -glaſs, or a concave ſpe - L 
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culum, with à focus of ſuch an immenſe 
length as this inſt have required. Ig 


Howeven, 1 ſhould be apt to e if | 
this be not entirely a fiction (of which there 
s ſome probability) that it was neither 
performed by refracting burning-glaſſes nor 
peculums, bur only by means of common 
bokink 0g pluſes „ or "ary clear plates of 
netal. Indeed, from the ſituation ef the 
pace it muſt have been done by reflection; 
for Archimedes'-tower ſtood on the north 
of the little port where the Roman fleet 
Ne faid to have been moored; ſo that their 
reſſels lay in a right line berwixt him and 
he ſun at noon; and at a very ſmall di- 
tance from the wall of the city where 
his tower ſtood. But if you will ſuppoſe 
this to have been performed by common 
Jing glafles, or by thoſe of the para- 
bolical kind, it will be neceeſſary to raiſe a 
tower of a moſt enormous height on the 
land of Ortigia , in order to interpoſe 

I teſe glaſſes betwixt the fun and the Ro- 
here nan galleys; and even this could not have 
the been done till late in che afternoon, when 
e ſetlis rays are exceedingly weak: But l have 
ning very little doubt that common looking- 
reral glaſſes would be found «ſufficient to 827 
ver- 25 theſe effects. e £ 


ſpe- Let us ſuppoſe chat a | chouſand of theſe 
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were made to reflect the rays to the ſame oft 
point: The heat, in all probability, muſt Wot 1 
be increaſed to a a greater degree than in Nina 
the focus of moſt-burning-glaſſes ; and abun. Wei 
dantly capable of N fire to every com. nut 
buſtible ſubſtance. — This experiment might N 
be eaſily made by means of a battalion of bart 
men, arming each with a looking-glaG in- Mo! 
ſtead of a firelock; and ſetting up à board Mien 
at two or three hundred yards distance Wn 
for them to fire at. I ſuppoſe it would Mics 
take a conſiderable time before they were 
expert at this exerciſe ; but, by .praice, 
I have no doubt that they might all be 
brought to hit the mark inſtantaneoully 
at the word of command; like the ;lark-: 
catchers in ſome countries, who are ſ 
dextrous at this manœuvre, that with 4 
ſmall mirrout they throw the rays: of light 
on the lark, let her be ever fo high in the 
air; which, by a kind of faſeinatien, brings 
down the poor animal te the ſnare. 
. You may laugh at all this; but I den 
think it is impoſſible that a laakingrghb 
may one day be thought as necaſſary an 
implement for a ſoldier as at preſent it i 
for a beau. 1 Am very apprehenſive Ne 
French will get the ſtart of us in this ſigun 
invention; as I have been aſſured long ago. 
that few of their men ever go to the field, 


without firſt providing themſelves with one 


| f | 
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ame Mot theſe little warlike engines, the true-uſe 
nut of which, happily for us, they are as yet 
1 in inacquainted with. You will eaſily per- 
bun. Neive, that if this experiment ſucceeds, it 
om: Inuſt alter the whole ſyſtem of fortification, 
ighe Ys well as of attack and defence ; for every 
1 of Mort of the city that is expoſed to the view 
in- of the beſiegers, may be eafily ſet in a 
oard lame; and the beſieged would have the 
ance Mane advantage over the camp of the be- 
ging w... 88 


ce, We are already completely tired of Sy 

72 ncuſe, which-of all the —— 2 4 
ully Ive have yet met with, is by many degrees 
ark: Ine moſt wretched : For beſides that its 
e nhabitants are ſo extremely poor and beg- 
garly, many of them are fo over - run with 
the itch, that we are under perpetual ap- 

prehenſions , and begin to be 9 — 
vell fatisfied that we eould not procure 
deds.—It is truly melancholy to think of 
the diſmal contraſt that its former mag 

nificence makes with its preſent meann 


x Since the writing of theſe letters, the author 
has been informed, that Mr. Buffon actually made 
this experiment. -He.conftruted a kind of frame, 
in which were fixed four hundred ſmall mirrours, 
liſpoſed in ſuch a manner, that the rays reflected 
from each of them fell exactly on the ſame point. 
by means of this, he melted lead at the diſtance 
of 120 feet, and ſet fire to a hayſtack at a much 
greater diſtance, _ 5 F 


* 
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The mighty Syracuſe , the moſt opulent andi ec 
2 of all the Grecian cities, which M..,; 

y its own proper ſtrength alone, was able, ut 
at different times, to contend againſt ali or 
the power of Carthage and of Rome -. 

Vhich is recorded (what the force off! 
united nations is now incapable of) tc 
have repulſed. fleets of two thouſand fail 
and armies of two hundred thouſand men 

and contained within its own walls, wha 
no city ever did before or ſince, fleets anc 
armies that were the terror of the world 
This haughty and magnificent city, reduce 
even below the - conſequence of the mo A 
inſignificant burgh - Sic : tranſit - gloriicyſ, 
» mundi »,—l have not even been able-tc 
procure a table to write upon, but by wa 
of ſuccedaneum am obliged: to lay a, forn 
over the back of two chairs. We hay 
got into the moſt wretched hovel you ca 

conceive, and the moſt dirty; but what i 2vo 
ſtill worſt of all, we can ad nothing t bare 
eat; and if we had not brought ſome col infe 
fowls along with us, we might havthe) 


* 


| ſtarved. 2 


The heat has been conſiderably greate 
here than at Catania. The thermometer i C 
juſt now at 78.— There is an old remarWtt 
made on the climate of this place by fom 
of the ancients; which is till ſaid to hol 
good; That at no ſeaſon, tlie ſun has bY: 

| 2 ee 


. 
= 
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t andi been inviſible during a whole day at Syra- 
meh I cue. I find it mentioned by ſeveral Sicilian 
able, zuthors, but ſhall not vouch for the truth 
& alWof it.—Adieu.—My next will probably be 
ne: from Malta; for we ſhall fail to-morrow 
e olf it be poſſible to procure a veſſel, 


fail I Ever i yours. | 


oy LETTER AT1L 
| Capo Paſſero, Tune 3. 


mo A s we found the mighty city of _—_ 
glorificuſe ſo reduced, that it could not afford 
dle ta beds and lodging to three weary travellers, 
wave agreed to abridge our ſtay in it; and 
forn:ccordingly hired a Malteſe ſparonaro to 
hay carry us to that iſland: This is a ſmall ſix- 
u_caloar'd boat, made entirely for ſpeed, to 
rhat i woid the African pirates, and other Bar- 
ing t bareſque veſſels, with which theſe ſeas are 
e col infeſted; but To flat and ſo narrow, that 
Jmey are not able to bear any ſea, and of 

conſequence keep always as near the coaſt 
3s poſſible. 


On the ad of June, by day-break , we 

ar eft the Marmoreo , or great port of Syra- 

ſomqq cuſe; and although the wind was exactly 

contrary and pretty ſtrong, by the force 

of their oars , which they 4 4 with 
Vol I 
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great dexterity, we got on at the rate of n 
four miles an hour. They do not pull n 
their oars as we do, but puſh them like 
the Venetian gondoliers; always fronting 
the prow of the boat, and ſeldom or never 
ſit down while they row; allowing the 
whole weight of their bodies to be exerted 
every ſtroke of the oar. This gives a pro- 
digious momentum , and is certainly much 
more forcible than- a ſunple exertion of 
the muſcles of the arm. 724308 


About ten o'clock the wind became f4- 
vourable, when we went indeed at an im- 
menſe rate. At twelve it blew a hurricane, 
and with ſome difficulty we got under ſhore, 
but the wind was ſo exceedingly violent, (« 
that even there we had like to have been; 
overſet, and we were obliged to run aground of 
to ſave us from that diſaſter. Here we were (>: 
a good deal annoyed by the ſand carriedW har 
about by the wind; however, the hurricane Ha f 
was ſoon over, and we again put to ſea neix 
with a favourable gale , which in a few: 
hours carried us to Capo Paſſero. trot 


In this little ſtorm we were a good deal half 
amuſed with the behaviour of our Sicilian we 
ſervant , who at land is a fellow of un-Mfor 
daunted courage, of which we have hadi half 
many proofs; but here (I don't know why) 
it entirely forſook him, although there wal O 
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e of in fact no real danger, for we never were 
more than 100 yards from the ſhore. He 
gave himſelf up to deſpair, and called upon 
all his ſaints for protection: And never 
gain recovered his confidence all the reſt 
of this little voyage; perpetually wiſhing 
himſelf back at Naples, and ſwearing that 
no earthly EY ſhould ever induce 
him to go to ſea again. The ſame fellow, 
but a few days ago, mounted a moſt vicious 
horſe , and without the leaſt fear or concern 
galloped along the fide of a precipice, where 
every moment we expected to ſee him daſh- 
ed to pieces; ſo ſingular and various are 
the different modes of fear and of courage. 


Capo Paſſero, ma called Pachinus , 
s the remoteſt and moſt ſoutherly point 
of Sicily. It is not a peninſula , as repre- 
ſented in all the maps, but a wretched 
barren iſland , of about a mile round ; with 
: fort and a ſmall garriſon to protect the 
neighbouring country from the incurſions 
of the Barbary corſairs, who are often ve 
troubleſome on this part of the coaſt, This 
little iſland and fort lie about a mile and a 
half diſtant from the ſmall creek of which 
we have taken poſſeſſion, and are ſeparated 
from the reſt of Sicily by a ftrait of about 
half a mile broad. FT ol 


Our pilot told us that we muſt 2 think 
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great dexterity, we got on at the rate of 
four miles an hour. They do not pull 
their oars as we do, but puſh them like 
the Venetian gondoliers ; always fronting | 
the prow of the boat, and ſeldom or never 
ſit down while they row; allowing the 
whole weight of their bodies to be exerted | 
every ſtroke of the oar. This gives a pro- 
digious momentum , and is certainly much 
more forcible- than a ſumple exertion of hut: 
the muſcles of the arm. „ . 


About ten o'clock the wind became fa- ever 
vourable, when we went indeed at an im- ed te 
menſe rate. At twelve it blew a hurricane, e d 
and with ſome difficulty we got under ſhore, 
but the wind was ſo exceedingly violent , Ca 
that even there we had like to have been 
overſet, and we were obliged to run aground of Si, 
to fave us from that diſaſter. Here we wereM:nte 
a good deal annoyed by the ſand carriedWharre: 
about by the wind; however, the hurricane for 
was ſoon over, and we again put to ſeal ncigh 
with a favourable gale , which in à fewM'f the 
hours carried us to Capo Paſſero. troub| 
| OP. WI litle- 
In this little ſtorm we were a good deal half d 
amuſed with the behaviour of our Sicilian ve ha 
ſervant , who at land is a fellow of un- from 
daunted courage, of which we have had half a 
many proofs; but here (I don't know.why 
it entirely forſook him, although there was Our 
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of in fact no real danger, for we never were 
ll i nore than 100 yards from the ſhore. He 
e gave himſelf up to deſpair, and called upon 
ig WY il! his ſaints for protection: And never 
er again recovered his confidence all the reſt 
e Wl of this little VOYBge 5 perpetually wiſhing 
d himſelf back at Naples, and ſwearing that 
0- MW ro earthly temptation ſhould ever induce 
ch WW tim to go to ſea again. The ſame fellow, 


every moment we expected to ſee him daſh- 
bed to pieces; ſo ſingular and various are 
e, che different modes of fear and of courage. 
8, | 5 | | ENS” 
Capo Paſſero, anciently called Pachinus, 
ens the remoteſt and moſt ſoutherly point 
aof Sicily. It is not a peninſula, as repre- 
ref ſented in all the maps, but a wretched 
ede barren iſland , of about a mile round; with 


: fort and a ſmall garriſon to protect the 
neighbouring country from the incurſions 
of the Barbary corſairs, who are often ve 


troubleſome on this part of the coaſt, This 


J half diſtant from the ſmall creek of which 


lf a mile broad. 
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little iſland and fort lie about a mile and a 
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but a few days ago, mounted a moſt vicious 
horſe , and without the leaſt fear or concern 
galloped along the fide of a precipice, where 


Jvc have taken poſſeſſion, and are ſeparated 
rom the reſt of Sicily by a ſtrait of about 
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of Malta, which is almoſt 100 miles off, 


till there were more ſettled appearances of | 


good weather. 


As there is no habitation here of any 


kind, we ſearched about, till at laſt we 
found a ſmall cavern, where we made a 


very comfortable dinner. We then ſallied & 


forth to examine the face of the country, 


as well as to try if we could ſhoot ſome- 
thing for our ſupper.— We found that we 
had now got into a very different world 
from any thing we had yet ſeen. The 


country here is exceedingly barren, and to 


a -conliderable . diſtance 323 neither 

elds are adorned . 

with an infinite variety of flowers and of Ml ; 

flowering ſhrubs, and the rocks are _— ; 
>| 


corn nor wine: But the 


where entirely covered with capers, whi 


are juſt now fit for gathering. If we had 
vinegar , we could ſoon have pickled hogl- | 


7 


heads of them. 


We found here , in the greateſt perfection, 
that beautiful ſhrub called the Palmeta, re- 


ſembling a ſmall palm-tree, with an elegant 


fine flower: But, to our great mortitica- W 
tion, the ſeed is not yet ripe. We likewiſe 
found great quantities of a blue everlaſting 


flower , which I don't remember to have 


ſeen in Miller, or any of our botanical Þ 


books, The tem riſes about a foot high, 
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and is crowned with a large cluſter of ſmall 


blue flowers, the leaves of which are of a 


dry ſubſtance like the Elychryſum, or globe 
Amaranthus. Some of theſe are of a pur- 
ple colour, but moſt of them blue. I have 
gathered a pretty large quantity for the 
ſpeculation of the boranifts on our return. 


We found a good ſwimming-place, which 
is always one of the firſt things we look 
out for, as this exerciſe conſtitutes one of 
tie principal pleafures of our expedition. - 


As ſoon as it was dark, we got on board 


our little boat, and rowed about a hundred 
yards out to ſea, where we caſt anchor; our 
pilot aſſuring us that this was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, as the people in this part of the 
country are little better than ſavages; and, 
were we to ſtay at land, might very poſſibly 
come down daring the' night, and rob and 


murder us. 


He likewiſe told us, that the Turks had 


made frequent invaſions upon this point of 

the iſland, which, of all others, lay moſt. 
q expoſed to their depredations; that lately 
three of their chebecks ran into a ſmall 
harbour a few miles from this, and carried 


of ſix merchant ſhips; and that very of- 

ten ſome of their light veſſels were ſeen 

hovering off the coaſt; that tlie only way 
K 
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to be in perfect ſecurity from theſe two : 
enemies by ſea and land, was to chuſe aa f 
place on the coaſt ſo deep, that the ban- fixe 
ditti by land could not wade in to us; and we 
at the ſame time ſo ſhallow, as to be equal-M len 
ly inacceſſible to the banditti by ſea. 


When we found ourſelves thus in ſecu-M lett: 
rity on both hands, we wrapt ourſelves up Pad 
in our cloaks, and fell aſleep: however, we 
had but a very uncomfortable night; the 
wind roſe , and the motion of our little 
bark was exceedingly diſagreeable, and made 
us heartily ſick. 2 ſoon as day "3 tc 
appear, we made them pull into ſhore ;M# 
when we were immediately cured of our raſc: 
ſickneſs; and as the weather continues ſtill ſhal 
unfavourable, we have fallen upon a vari- told 
ety of amuſements to paſs the time. \ 


We have been thrice in the water, which 
is warm and pleaſant ; and in the intervals 
I have writ you this letter on the top of 4 


large baſket , in which we carry our ſea-flore, v 
We have likewiſe gathered ſhells, pieces of that 
coral, of ſpunge, and ſeveral beautiful Kind as a 
of ſea-weed. The rocks here are all of army 
ſand and gravel run together, and becom Jon 
as hard as granite. There are many ſhel two 
and other marine ſubſtances mixed in thei been 
compoſition , which renders them objects ol that 


curioſity in the eye of a naturaliſt, ages 


. i 1 
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This morning we made a kind of tent of 

a ſail, drawn over the point of a rock, and 

fixed with an oar, by way of pole. Here 

we breakfaſted moſt luxuriouſly on excel- 
lent tea and honey of Hybla. & 


| I was interrupted in this of my 
letter, by an officer from the fort of Capo 
Paſſero. He tells us, that we may give over 
all thoughts of getting farther for theſe ſix 
days.— What do you think is his reaſon 2—1 
own I was in ſome pain till he mentioned 
it.—This wind ſet in exactly as the moon 
entered her ſecond quarter, and it will cer- 
| tainly continue till. ſhe. is full. There is a 
raſcal for you !—-If he be telling truth, 1 
Z ſhall certainly ſtudy aſtrology.” He likewiſe 


| | told us, that two galliots had been ſeen off 


don 


the coaſt; and defired us to be upon our 

guard; but I own, the moon, together 

with other circumſtances, has conſiderably 
weakened his evidence with me. 


We have learned from his converſation , 
that the fort of Capo Paſſero is made uſe of 
as a place of exile for the delinquents in the 
army; of which number I have not the leaſt 

be that he is one. He told us there were 


two hear relations of the viceroy, that had 


been lately ſent there for mifdemeanors; 
that for his part, he belonged to a very 
azreeable garriſon ; but as he 2 retire- 
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ment, he choſe to accompany them. How- 
ever, his countenance told a very different 
ftory ; and ſaid, in ſtron 
he was a tres mauvais ſujet. Beſides; he 
is a ſtupid fellow, and has tired me. 1 
could learn nothing from him. bo 


It muſt be owned, this is an excellent 
place of exile for a young rake , who wants 


to ſhow away in the beau monde. It is 


not within many miles of any town 'or 


village; fo that the gentlemen may enjoy | 


retirement in its utmoſt perfection. 


We were ſurpriſed to find on this coaſt 
quantities of the true pumice-ftone, which 
at firſt we ſuppoſed to have been brovght 
by the ſea from Etna, till we likewiſe diſ- 
covered many large pieces of lava, which 


makes ns imagine there muſt have been} 


ſome eruption of fire in this part of the 


ifland ; yet I ſee no conical mountain, or 


any other indication of it. 


If our officer's prognoſtications prove 


true, and we are detained here any longer, 
I ſhall examine the country to a much 
greater diſtance. The wind continues di- 
realy contrary ; the ſea is very high in 


the canal of Malta, and our Sicilian ſer- 
vant is in a fad trepidation.—But; I ſee 


Glover and Fullarton coming for their din- 
ner; ſo I ſhall be obliged to give up the 


. that 
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baſket.— This ſea-air gives one a monſtrous 
aypetite 5 and, it is with grief I mention 


It 
tit, we are already brought to ſhort allow- 
e ance :—Only one cold fowl amongſt three 


of us; all three pretty ſharp ſet, I afſore 

ou,—Thoſe infamous raſcals to loſe our 
| turtle They have ſpied a fiſhing-boar , 
and are _— her as loud as they can roar, 


but, alas! ſhe is too far off to hear them. 
They have juſt fired a gun to bring her to, 
TB and happily ſhe obeys the ſignal, ſo there 
ss ſtill hopes; otherwiſe we ſhall ſogn be re- 


duced to bread and water. Our tea and 
ſugar too are juſt upon a cloſe, which is 
the cruelleſt article of all; but we have 
plenty of good bread and Hybla honey; 
ſo we are in no danger of ſtarving. 


| We have. likewiſe made an chien 


night's lodging. The ſparonaro is ſo. very 
narrow, that it is impoſſible for us all to 
lie in it; heſides, we are eat up with ver- 
min, and have nothing but the hard boards 
to lie on: All theſe conſiderations, added 
to the curſed ſwinging of the. boat , and 
the horrid: ſickneſs it occaſions , have deter- 


mercy of the banditti, than to lie ano- 
the happieſt diſcovery in the world; a 


great quantity of fine, ſoft, dry _— 
5 


EL 4 : 6 
i 
7 


and a very comfortable diſpoſition for our 


E mined us rather to truſt ourſelves to the 


ther night at ſea: Beſides, we have made 
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lying under the ſhelter of a rock , and ſeems 
intended by providence for our bed: Over 


this we are going to ſtretch a fail, and ex- 


peQ to ſleep moſt luxuriouſly; bur to pre- 
vent all danger from a ſurpriſe ,'we have 
agreed to ſtand ſentry by turns, with Ful- 
larton's double barrelled gun, well primed 
and loaded for the reception of the enemy; 


at the firſt diſcharge of which, and not be- 


fore , the whole guard is to turn out, with 


all the remaining part of our artillery and 


ſmall arms ; and as our ſituation is a very 
advantageous one , I think we ſhall be able 
ro make a ſtout defence. : 


As we are ſix in number, three maſters 
and three fervants , the duty, you ſee, will 
be but trifling ; and five of us will always 


fleep in ſecurity. Our guard, to be ſure, 


might have been ſtronger ; but our ſparo- 
naro men have abſolutely refuſed to be of 
the party; having much more confidence 
in their own element ; however, they have 
promiſed , in caſe of an attack , immediately 
to come to our aſſiſtance. I think the diſ- 
poſition is far from being a bad one, and 
we are not a little yain of our generalſhip. 


The fiſhing-boat is now arrived, and they 
have bought ſome excellent little fiſhes , 
which are already on the fire. Adieu. 
Theſe fellows are roaring for their cold 


fo 
10 


fowl, and I can command the baſket no 
longeres ilitant oe erate rr es 
t e Ever yours. 


0 LET v. 

10 | _ "Malta, June th. 
75 | | 
e- I N ſpite of appearances, and our [officer's 
h WH wiſe pregnoſtications , the wind changed 
din the afternoon, and we got under fail 

y MW by fix o'clock: We paſſed the Straits, and 
e coaſted along till eight, when we landed to 


cook ſome macaroni we had pprchafed of 


thing for ſea-ſtore, as we have ſtill a long 
voyage before us. 5 


We came to the fide of a fulphureous 


We found the water boiling up with yio- 


e lence in many places; though the heat at the 
y banks of the lake is very inconſiderable. 
{= However, this, added to the pumice and 
d lava we found near Capo Paſſero, terids 


this part of the iſland, as well as about 
Etna, has, in former ages, been ſubject to 
eruptions: of fir. 5 fi ! ondy 55 hor 


I think it is more than galls, that this 


ii 
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our ſailors , and try if we could ſhoot ſome- 


lake, the ſmell of which was ſo ſtrong, that 
we perceived it upwards of a mile diſtant. 


greatly to confirm us in the opinion, that 


= = ks 
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is the celebrated Camerina, which Aneas 
ſaw immediately after his paſſing Pachynus, 


a {or Capo Paſſero) which, Virgil ſays, the 


ates had decreed ſhould never be drained: 


« Hinc altas cautes projectaque ſaxa Pachyni 
» Radimus ; & fatis nunquam conceſſa moveri 
» Adparet Camarina procul „. | | 


Virgil had good reaſon to ſay ſo; for the 
level of the lake or marſh (it being ſome- 
thing betwixt the two) is at leaſt as low as 


that of the ſea , and conſequently never | 


could be drained. 


It is ſurrounded with a variety of fine 


evergreens and flowering ſhrubs, of which 
the palmeta, and the arbutus or ſtrawberry 


tree, are the moſt beautiful. We ſaw a 
great many wild-towl ; but, what ſurpriſed 


me, in ſo unfrequented a place, they were 


ſo ſhy, that there was no getting near them: 
There was one kind, in particular, that at- 
tracted our attention; it was of the ſize 
and form of a grey plover, and flew in the 


ſame manner; but had a tail of a great 


length, which ſeemed to be compoſed only 
of two ſmall flexible feathers, that made a 


very uncommon appearance in the air. 


After uſing all our art to ſhoot one of them, 
we were obliged to give up the attempt. 


Here we killed a ſmall black ſnake, which; 
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I think , anſwers: the deſcription I have ſeen 


„of the aſp. We diſſected out its ese 
e the end of which appears ſharp. like a ſting, 


and I ſuppoſe is one, as it darted it out with 
violence againſt our ſticks, when we pre- 
ſented them to it. Now as all animals, 
when attacked, make uſe of thoſe weapons 
that Nature has armed them with for their 
defence, it appeared evident to us, ( ſup- 
poſing this _ a juſt one) that this animal 


tongue; and we have been more fully con- 
vinced of it from diſſection. The ſting ap- 
pears conſiderably larger than that of a bee. 


Fe We found a little bag at the other end of 
h the tongue, and probably, if we had had a 
y MI microſcope , ſhould have found the tongue 


perforated. This ſnake had no teeth ; but 


a 
d very hard gums. I have taken care to pre- 
re ſerve the tongue for your inſpection. 
1: gre * . 


As I think it has always been ſuppoſed, 
that ſerpents hurt only with their teeth, I 
thought this might be worthy of your no- 
tice. It is true, that the darting out of the 
tongue is a trick of the whole ſerpent tribe; 
but this animal ſeemed to do it with peculiar 
ferocity, and to ſtrike it with violence againſt 
our ticks. It was this that put us upon the 
examination. oo 


1 don't recolle& that this ſingularity is 


| f 2 . 
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was conſcious of a power of hurting in its 
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to render it more ſolemn. It was a dead 
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mentioned in any book ef natural hiſtory, WW pac 
but - poſſibly; I may be miſtaken; nor in- int: 
deed do I remember either to have ſeen hoi 
or heard of any animal armed in this man- Wl fail, 


ner Unleſs you will ſuppoſe me to adopt Vir 


the ſentiments of poor Mr. S——, who, and 
ever ſince his marriage, alleges that the wit 


tongues of many females, are formed after W Th. 


this ſingular manner: and remarks one obſ 
peculiarity , that the ſting ſeldom or never the 
appears till after matrimony.— He is very Wl finit 


learned on this ſubje@, and thinks it may MW and 
poſſibly have proceeded from their original WM The 


connection with the ſerpent.—Let this be the 
as it may, I ſincerely hope that you and I that 
ſhall never have ſuch good reaſon for adopt - com 


ing that opinion. "$6322 by 


A little after nine we embarked. The 4 
night was delightful; but the wind had awo 
died away about ſun-ſet, and we were ob- wer 
1 to ply our oars to get into the canal land 
of Malta. The coaſt ot Sicily began to petu 
recede; and in a ſhort time, we. found our-M fine 
ſelves in the ocean. There was a profound cove 
ſilence, except the noiſe of the waves break- 
ing on the diſtant ſhore , which only ſervedſ 


calm, and the moon ſhone bright on the 
waters: The waves from the late ſtormy, 
were till high; but ſmooth and even, andi ber 


followed one another with a flow and equal place 


pace. The ſcene had naturally - ſunk; us 
into meditation; we had remained near an 
hour without ſpeaking a word, when our 
failors began their midnight hymn to' the 
and melancholy, and in perfect harmony 
| They beat exact time with their oars, and 


the utmoſt preciſion. We liſtened with in- 


y finite pleaſure to this melancholy concert, 
y and felt the vanity of operas and oratorios. 
al There is often a ſolemnity and a pathetic in 
de the modulation of theſe ſimple productions, 
I that cauſes a much ſtronger effect, than the 


compoſition of the greateſt maſters, aſſiſted 
by all the boaſted rules of counter - point. 


At laſt they ſung us aſleep, and we 


were now on the main ocean, and ſaw no 
land but mount Etna; which is the per- 
petual polar ſtar of theſe ſeas. We had a 
| fine breeze, and about two o'clock we diſ- 
covered the ifland of Malta ; and in leſs 
than three hours more, we reached the city 


is very fine, although the ſhore is rather 
low and rocky. It is every where made in- 
acceſſible to an enemy, by an infinite num- 
ber of fortifications, The rock, in many 
places , has been floped into the form of a 


34 
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Virgin. e mufic was ſimple, ſolemn, 
with the ſcene, and with all our feelings. 


obſerved the harmony and the cadence with 


awoke forty miles diſtant from Sicily. We 


of Valletta. The approach of the ifland 
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glacis, with ſtrong parapets and intrenchs 
ments running behind it. I 


The entry into the port is very narrow, 
and is commanded by a ſtrong caſtle on 
either ſide. We were haled from each of 


theſe, and obliged to give a ſtrict account 


of ourſelves; and on our arrival at the fide 
of the key, we were viſited by an officer 
from the health- office, and obliged to give 
oath with regard to the ctreumſtances of our 
voyage. — He behaved in the civileſt man- 


ner, and immediately ſent us Mr. Rutter, 
the Engliſh conſul, for whom we had let- 


ters of recommendation. 


On getting on ſhore, we found ourſelyes 
in a new world indeed.—The ftreets crowd- 


ed with well-dreſſed people, who have all 


the appearance of health and affluence; 


whereas at Syracuſe, there was ſcarce a. 


creature to be ſeen ; and even thoſe few had 
the appearance of diſeaſe and wretchedneſs.— 


Mr. Rutter immediately conducted us to an 


inn, which had more the appearance of a 
palace. We have had an excellent ſupper , 
and good Burgundy ; and as this is the 
king's birth-day, we have almoſt got tipſey 
to his health. We are now going into 
clean, comfortable beds, in expectation o 
the ſweeteſt. ſlumbers.— Think of the lux- 
ury of this, after being fiye long days with 


— 


. 


wines. 
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out throwing off our cloaths. Good night. 
] would not loſe a moment of it for the 
world. — People may ſay what they pleaſe, 
but there is no enjoyment in living in per- 
petnal eaſe and affluence , and the true 


| luxury is only to be attained by undergoing 


a few hardſhips.—But this is no time to 
philoſophiſe. So adieu. 1 


LET 


> 5% 


- Malta, June 5th, 


1 1 ; | E 
Ou banker, Mr. Poufilach , was here 
before we were up, inviting us to dine 
with him at his country-houſe, from whence 
we are juſt now returned. He gave us a 


noble entertainment, ſerved on plate, with. 


an elegant deſert , and a great variety of 


* 


* 


After dinner we went to viſit the prin- 
cipal villas of the iſland; particularly thoſe 


of the grand maſter, and the general of the 
galleys, which lie contiguous to each other. 


Theſe are nothing great or magnificent; 
bur they are admirably contrived for a hot 
climate , where, of all things, ſhade is the 


moſt deſirable. The orange groves. are in- 


deed very fine, and the fruit they bear are 
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ſuperior to any thing you have ſeen either 
in Spain or Portugal. | 


The aſpect of the country is far from 
being pleaſing : the whole iſland is a great 
rock of very white free-ſtone , and the ſoil 
that covers this rock, in moſt places, is 
not more than five or fix inches deep; yet, 
what is ſingular, we found their crop in 
general was exceedingly abundant. They 
account for it from the copious dews that 
fall during the ſpring and ſummer months ; 


and pretend likewiſe , that there is a moiſt-| 


ure in the rock below the ſoil, that is-of 
great advantage to the corn and cotton, 

keeping its roots perpetually moiſt and cool; 
without which ae quality, they ſay, 


they could have no crops at all, the heat ot 


the ſun is ſo exceedingly violent. 


Their barley harveſt has been over ſome | 
time ago; and they are juſt now finiſhing 


that of the wheat. The whole iſland pro- 
duces corn only ſufficient to ſupport its in- 
habitants for 4 months, or little more; 
but the crop they moſt depend upon is the 
cotton. They began ſowing it about three 
weeks ago , and it will be finiſhed in a 
week more. The time of reaping it is in 
the month of October and beginning 0 
November. 18 ee 
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1 pretend that the cotton produced 
from this plant, which is ſown and reaped 
in four months, is of a much ſuperior 
quality to that of the cotton-tree. I com- 
pared them , but I cannot fay I found it 
ſo ; this is indeed the fineſt , but that of 
| the cotton-tree is by much the ſtrongeſt 
texture, The plant rifes to the height of a 
foot and a half, and is covered with a num- 
ber of nuts or pods full of cotton: Theſe, 
when ripe, they are at great pains to cut 
off, every morning before. ſun-riſe ; for the 
heat of the ſun immediately turns the cot- 
ton yellow; which, indeed, we ſaw from 
thofe pods they fave for feed.  —_ 


” ” 
1 
. + ” 
* 
ho . · ee T a ee a gn np rr OOO Tem — 
OO 
— EI OO a oo tt aware 5 
— * — 4. ; 1 — Se 0 


They manufacture their cotton into a 
great variety of ſtuffs. Their ſtockings are 
exceedingly fine. Some of them, they aſ- 

ſured us, had been ſold for ten ſequins a 
pair. Their coverlits and blankets are 
| eſteemed all over Europe. Of theſe the 
principal manuf:Qures are eſtabliſhed in 
the little iſland of Gozzo , where the people 
are faid to be more iuduſtrious than thoſe 
of Malta , as they are more excluded from. 
| the world, and have fewer inducements to 
idleneſs. Here the ſugar-cane is ſtill cul- 
tivated with ſucceſs, though not in any 
conſiderable quantity. 1 


The Malteſe oranges certainly deſerve 
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the character they have of being the fine 
in the world. The ſeaſon continues fo 
upwards of ſeven months; from Novem 
ber till the middle of June; during whic 
time, thoſe beautiful trees are always co 
vered with abundance of this delicious fruit 
Many of them are of the red kind, muc 


irreg 
grou 


ſuperior , in my opinion, to the others T 
which are rather too luſcious. They ar ou 
produced, I am told, from the comma 0 th 
orange-bud , engrafted on the pomegranat e 

ſtock. The juice of this fruit is red a 
blood, and of a fine flavour. The greate ag 
part of their crop is ſent in preſents to the flega 
different courts of Europe, and to the ref m 
lations of the chevaliers. It was not with 


out a good deal of difficulty that we prof 
cured a few cheſts for our friends at Naples 


The induſtry of the Malteſe in cultiva 
ting their little iſland is inconceivable 
There is not an inch of ground loſt in an 
part of it; and where there was not ſoil 
enough, they have brought over ſhips an 
boats loaded with it from Sicily , where 
there is plenty and to ſpare. The whole 
iſland is full of incloſures of free ſtone 
which gives the country a very uncout 
and a very barren aſpect; and, in ſummer 
reflects ſuch ag light and heat, that it is e 
ceedingly diſagreeable and offenſive to tha 
eyes. The incloſures are very ſmall and 
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irregular , according to the inclination of the 
ground. This, they ſay, they are obliged. 
to obſerve, notwithſtanding the deformity 
it occaſions; otherwiſe the floods, to which - 
they are ſubject, would ſoon carry off their 
eil. 5 f. 


The iſland is covered over with country- 
bouſes and villages, beſides ſeven cities, 2 | 
ſo they term them; but there are only two, 
he Valetta and the Citta Vecchia, that 
y any means deſerve that appellation. 
kvery little village has a nobie church, 
gelegantly finiſhed and adorned with ſtatues 
of marble, rich tapeſtry, and a large quan- 
ity of ſilver plate. They are by much the 
gandſomeſt country-churches I have ever 
een.—But I am interrupted in my writing, 
y the beginning (I am told) of a very 
Wine ſhow. If it be ſo, I ſhall give you. 
Wome account of it by and by. : 


| Eleven at night, The ſhow is now fi- 
iſhed, and has afforded us great entertain - 
ent. It was the departure of a Maltefe 
uadron to aſſiſt the French againſt the Bey 
bf Tunis, who, it ſeems, has fallen under 
the diſpleaſure of the grand monarque, be- 
gauſe he refuſed to deliver up without ran- 
om, the Corſican flaves that were taken be- 
bre the French were in poſſeſſion of that 


Hand. The ſquadron conſiſted of three 
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gallies ; the largeſt with nine hundred men,; po. 
each of the others with ſeven hundred; Whort 
three 2 „ and ſeveral ſcampavias, ſo lm 
called from their exceeding ſwiftneſs. Theſe Non 
immenſe bodies were all worked by oars, Marg. 
and moved with great regularity. The ear 
admiral went firſt, and the reſt in order, Nurre 
according to their digniry. The fea was Witica 


crowded with boats, and the ramparts and Whips 
fortifications were filled with company, Worn 
The port reſounded on all ſides with the diſ-W 
charge of heavy artillery, which was an- I. 
ſwered by the gallies and galliots as theyWlitir 
left the harbour. As the echo is here un- pal 
commonly great, it produced a very noble ef 1: 
ST. - arc. 
8 | eomn 
There were about thirty knights in each{Woul, 
galley, making fignals all the way to theirWore 
miſtreſſes, who were 8 for their deWront« 
parture upon the baſtions; for theſe gen le o 
tlemen pay almoſt as little regard to theii ea 
vows of chaſtity, as the prieſts and confeſſi re n 
ſors do. After viewing the ſhow from th ieſt 


ramparts, we took a boat and followed tha 
ſquadron for ſome time, and did not return 
till long after ſun-ſet. 44 


We have. been admiring the wonderfu 
ſtrength of this place, both by nature anc 
art,—[t is certainly the happieſt ſituatio 
that can be imagined. The city ſtand: 


lmoſt impregnable fortifications. That 


argeſt. It runs about two miles into the 


le | 
„ orrounded by ſuch high grounds and for- 
2s Nfications, that they aſſured us, the largeſt 


ips of war might ride here in the moſt 
tormy weather , almoſt without a cable. 


liſtinct harbours , all equally ſafe, and each 
(capable of containing an. immenſe number 
bf ſhipping. The mouth of the harbour is 
carcely a quarter of a mile broad, and is 


Would tear the ſtrongeſt ſhip to pieces be- 
le onted by a quadruple battery, one above 
he other, the largeſt of which is 4 fleur 
eau, or on a level with the water. Theſe 
eeſt artillery; fo that this harbour, I think, 


nd indeed the Turks have ever found it 
o, and I believe ever will — 
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pon a peninſula, betwixt two of the fineſt 
ports in the world, which are defended by 
Hon the ſouth-eaſt ſide of the city is the 


heart of the iſland, and is fo very deep, and 


This beautiful baſon is divided ies 1 


commanded on each ſide by batteries that 


ore ſhe could enter. Beſides this, it is 


hre mounted with about 80 of their hea- 


* ay really be conſidered as impregnable; 


The harbour. on the north fide of the 
ity , although they only uſe it for fiſhing, 
nd as a place of quarantine, would, in auy 
ther part of the world, be conſidered as 
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ineſtimable. It is likewiſe defended by ve 
ſtrong works; and in the center of the 
baſon there is an iſland on which they have 
built a caſtle and a lazaret. ol 


The FRY. PO Pda of Malta are indeed 
a moſt ſtupendous work. All the boaſted 


catacombs of Rome and Naples are a trifle 
to the immenſe excavations that have been 
made in this little iſland. The ditches , of 15 
a vaſt ſize, are all cut out of the ſolid rock diſta 
Theſe extend for a great many miles; anq peer 
raiſe our aſtoniſhment to think that ſo erup 
ſmall a ſtate has ever been able to mak iſlan 
them. | * I led 
track 


One fide of the iſland is ſo completely Malt 


fortified by nature, that there was nothin mou 
left for art. The rock is of a great height MGoo; 
and abſolutely perpendicular — the ſefcxpe 
for ſeveral miles. It is very ſingular, tha morr 
on this ſide there are ſtill the veſtiges oM -: 


ſeveral ancient roads, with the tracks 0 
carriages worn deep in the rocks: The 
roads are now terminated by the precipice 
with the ſea beneath; and ſhew to à de 
monſtration, that this iſland has in forme 
ages been of a much larger ſize than it 
at preſent; but the convulſion that oc 
caſioned its diminution is probably muc 
beyond the reach of any hiſtory or tr: 
dition, It has often been obſerved , no 
ö 5 | withſtandin 
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jictanding_ the very, eff. nee ot 

mount Etna, that this ifland has generally 

been more or leſs affected by its eruption, 

and 2 think it probable, that on ſom 
PA 


* 


of thoſe occaſions a part of it may have 
been ſhaken into the fen. 


r y EOS EE 6 AY 
We have now an unity of obſerv- 
Jing that one half of mount Etna is clearl 
Aüldbvefed from Malta. They reckon the 
diſtance” near 200 Italian miles. And the 
people here aſſure us that in the great 
eruptions of that mountain, their Whole 
iſland is illuminated; and from the re- 
flection in the water, there appears a great 
track of fire in the ſea all the way from 
Malta to Sicily. The thundering of the 
mountain is likewiſe diſtinctly heard. 
Good night I am fatigued wick this day's 
expedition, and ſhall finiſh my letter to- 
motrow. sig £247 20. 275 R enn 
FCC ˙ ² T SDS Ir 
June 6th. As the city of Valetta is built 
upon a hill, none of the ſtreets except the 
key ate level. They are all paved with 
white free ſtone, Which not only creates a 
ae duſt , but from its colour is likewiſe 
o offenſive to the eyes, that moſt of the 
people here are remarkably weak. ſighted. 
The principal buildings are the palace of 
the grand maſter, the inſirmary, the arſe- 
nal the inns or hotels of the Seven Tongues, 
Vol. I. | po eee 
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and the great church of St John. The 
palace is à noble though a plain ſtructure, 
nieney more than magnificence) is more 
comfortably and commodiouſly lodged than 
any prince in Europe, tlie king of Sardinia 
perhaps only excepted. The great ſtair is 


o F ? 
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St. John's is a magnificent church. The 
pavement, in particular, is reckoned; the 
richeſt in the world. It is entirely com- 

poſed of ſepulchral monuments of the 

fineſt marbles, porphyry, lapis lazuli, and 

a variety of other valuable ſtones, admi- 

rably joined together, and at an incredible 

expence ; repreſenting in à kind of Mo- w. 

ſaic, the arms, inſignia, &c. of the perſons 

whoſe names they are intended to comme 

morate. In the magnificence of theſe mo- hi 
numents, the heirs of the grand maſters 
and commanders have long vied with each 


We went this day to ſee the celebration 
of their church ſervice. It ſeems to be 
more overcharged with parade and cere 
mony than what I have ever obſerved 
even in any other catholic country. The 
number of genufleQions before the altar 1 
the kiſſing of the prior's hand, the hold 
ing up of his robes by the ſubalter 


of KO 


51011 x AA ene 
J bielts, the ceremony of throw - 
5 upon All the knights, | 7 
Ind | negleQing tlie pooret, its 
e nany other articles, apyed 115 5 
© idiculous; and moſt. eſſfemtially differ ent 
a indeed from that purity and eee 7 
s vorſhip that conſtitutes the N ga of. 

rue chriſtianity z and of which the —— 


pattern they pretend to copy, 0 bb very 
noble an 1 1 


This FI < the 42 of Jung) 5s is beld as 
Ka thankſgiving. for their deliverance from 
df: terrible conſpiracy that was formed about, 
twenty-one years ago, by . the. Turkiſh 
ſlaves ; at one ſtroke to put an end to the 
whole "order of Malta. All. the fountains, 
lof ny Jang es) 10 be p on 3 and. 
every flave en a Glen to DAE 
he to death, eng 112 try 
> 5 3 V : 
1 \ 64 was Fein a Jew, 11 kept 1 

: coffee-houſe, He underſtood the Turkiſh 
language, and overheard. ſome diſcourſe. | 
that he thou ht ſuſpicious. He went im- 
0 Imediately a 1 5 the grand maſter. 
The ſuſpeted perſons were inſtantly ſeized 
and put to the torture, and ſoon confeſſed 
the whole plot. The executions were 
ſhocking. One hundred, and twenty-five 
were put to death by various torments. 


Some Were burned alive «lows: * broken 


260 A GbR THROUGH: 


"the four galley s rowing different w 
oe esch“ Br in r its Iimb. Since t 
ime ; the ſlaVes Have been much more fri 
| IF watched), and have leſs liberty than for- 
merly. Adieu. I ſhall write you again 
before we leaye Malta, | 


ME Cay vas - Yours, be. 50 


LETTER TY 1.” 


85 e 3 mr * Malta , June 7th, 
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Ta day we made an x expedition thro? 
the iſland in coaches drawn by one mule 
each; the only kind of vehicle the place 
affords. Our conduQors could ſpeak nothing 
but Arabic, which is ſtill the language 
of the common people of Malta; ſo that 

ou may, believe we did not reap much 
Leteßt from their converſation. We went 
firſt to the ancient city of Melita, which is 
near the center of the iſland, and com- 
mands a view of the whole; and in clear 
weather, they pretend, of part of Barbary, 
and of Sicily. The city is ſtrongly forti- 
fied, and is governed by an officer called 
the Hahem. He received us very politely, 
and ſhewed us the old palace, which is not 
indeed much worth the ſeeing. The ca- 
_— is a very fine church; and although 


on the wheel, and ſome were torn to = 
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of an exceeding large ſize „is at, preſent 
entirely hung with, crimſon damaſk richly | 

laced with gold. „ 


rt t e $90 e 12978 2 T g 
The catacombs, not far fret this ci? :; 
e gen work. They: ane e 
for fifteen miles under ground; however, 
b * « eh T) a de. teh. iba OW IIFE 
this you are obliged. to take on. the credit 

; 2 9 1 ln $5 wes; 3 E224 
of your guides, as it would rather be riſking 
too much to put it to the trial. Many peo- 
ple, they aſſure us, have been loſt from ad- 
vancing too far in them; the . prodigious 
number of branches making it next to im- 
poſlible to find the way out agan. 


*% 
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e From this we went to ſee the Boſquetta, 
e Where the grand par 945K his country 
alace; by the accounts we had of it at 
Ve , we expected to find a foreſt ſtored 
with deer and every kind of game, as they 
talked much of the great hunts. that were 
made every year. in, theſe. woods. We 
were not a little ſurpriſed to, find only a 
few ſcattered trees, and alone alf a dozen 
deer; but as this is the only thing like a 
wood in the iſland, it is eſteemęd a very 
great curioſity. The palace is as little 
worth ſeeing as the foreſt; though indeed 
the proſpect from the top of it is very. fine. 
The furniture is three or four hundr 
years old, and in the moſt Sa ta 
Jain wor id eme 
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that can'be imagined : But indeed the'grand ; 
maſter ſeldom or never reſides here. — 
The great ſource of water that ſupplies MW 
he city df Valetta, takes its riſe near to this ſto 
place; and there is an aqueduct compoſedW mt 
of ſome thouſand arches, that conveys it an 
from thence, to the city. The whole of this fas 
immenſe work was finiſhed at the private fto 
expence of one of the grand maſter s. 3 
Not far from the old city there is a ſmall eve 
church, dedicated to St. Paul; and juſt by ifla 


the church, a miraculous ſtatue of the faine the 
with a viper on his hand; ſuppoſed to be ann 
amy on the very ſpot on which the houſef like 
ſtood where he was received after his ſhip- and 
wreck on this iſland, and where he ſhook £ 
the viper off his hand into the fire without 
being hurt by it: At which time the Mal 
teſe aſſure us the faint curſed all the veno 
mous animals of. the iſland, and baniſhec 
them for ever; juſt as St. Patrick treated 


"thoſe of bis favourite iſle. Whether thigh Y 
be the'cauſe of it or not, we ſhall leave tq our 
divines to determine, (though if it had, ſuſpi 


think St. Luke would have mentioned 1 
in the Ads of the Apoſtles) but the fact i 
certain, that there are no venomous ani 
mals in Malta. They aſſured us that viper 
Had been brought from Sicily, and diec 
almoſt immediately on their arrival. 
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Adjoining to che church there is che ce- 
lebrated grotto in which the faint was im- 
priſoned. It is looked upon with the ur- 
molt reverence and veneration; and if the 
ſtories they iitell of ie be true, u is © well 
ee n damp , 

produces U of petri» 

aden from a 4 ene kind of 
ſtone, which 9 ae * when reduesd 
to powder, is a in ma 
diſeaſes * and tives: he” oe of- aut 
every year. There is not ovate: e 
_ that is not provided with it: And 

they tell us there are many boxes of it fegt 
annually not only to Steil and „but 
likewiſe to the Levant and the Eat nals; | 
and (what is confidered'as a daily ſtandi 
miracle) notwithſtanding this perpetus 
conſumption ,' it has never been e | 
nor even ſenſibly Gminiſhed'; the ſaint 
always taking care to ſupply” them with a 
freſh quantity the' day: follow mat 


* IT TY + 

You may be ſure we did not fail is fu 1 

2 pockets wich chis wonderful ſtone; 1 1 

upetdad chey would have prevented us, = 1 

did not fi e have work- - my 

- for her 3 however, neither he nor a 
the fell th dy objection, and we gave 

them few Paus * ' mote for ONT y 

8 4 (nal ve e | 02 aeg ge 
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I taſted ſome of it , and believe it is a very 
harmleſs thing. It taſtes like exceeding 
bad Magneſia , and I believe has pretty 
much the ſame effects. They give about 
a tea-fpoonful of it to children in the ſmall- 
pox and in fevers, It produces a copious 


ſweat about an hour after, and, they ſay, 
never fails to be of ſervice. It is likewiſe 


eſteemed a certain remedy againſt the bite 
of all venomous animals. There is a very 
fine ſtatue of St. Paul in the middle of this 
grotto, to which they aſcribe great powers. 


Me were delighted, on our way back to 
the city, with 
ſun; much ſv 


e beauty of the ſetting- 
| ior, I think, to what I 
have ever obſerved it in Italy. The whole 
of the eaſtern part of the heavens, for half 
an hour after ſun- ſet, was of a fine deep 
purple, and made a beautiful appearance: 
This the Malteſe tell us is generally the 
caſe every evening, at this ſeaſon of the 
year, : HE 


. 
— 
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1 forgot to ſay any thing of our preſent- 
ation to the grand maſter, for which 1 aſk 
pardon both of you and him.—His. name 
1s Pinto, and of a Portugueſe family, He 
has now been at the head of this ſingular 
little ſtate for upwards of thirty. years. He 
received us with great politeneſs , and wa 


highly pleaſed to find that. ſome of us had 


” 
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been in Portugal. He mentioned the in- 
timate commercial connections that had ſo 
long ſubſiſted betwixt Our nations, and ex- 

preſſed his deſire of being of ſervice to us; 
and of rendering our ſtay in his iſland as 
agreeable as poſſible. He is a clear-headed, 
ſenſible, little old man; which, at ſo ad-, 
vanced a period of life, is very uncommon. 
Although he is conſiderably. upwards of 
ninety , he retains all* the facuhies' of his 
mind in perfection. He has nd :minifter , 
but manages every thing himſelf; and has 
immediate information 3s the: mot min ure 
 octurrences.. © He walks up and down 
ſtairs, and even to church, without affiſt- 
ance; and has the appearance as if hie 
would ſtill live for many years. His hou- 
ſhold attendance and court are, all ver 
prtincely ; and as grand maſter of Malta, 1 
— is more abſolute, and poſſe ES: TORE. ng 
power than . moſt ſovereign princes. His 8 
titles are Serene Highneſs. and Eminence; 1 
and as he has the diſpoſal of all lucrative I 
offices, he makes of his councils, what he I[y 
pleaſes ; beſides, in all the councils that [ 
compoſe the juriſdiction of this littje nation, {il 
he himſelf preſides, and has two votes. | 
| 


Since he :was-choſen grand maſter, he has 
already: given: away 126 commanderies, 
ſome of them worth upwards of 2000 1. } 
a year; beſides: priories and other offices nl 
„Stoke, Ile his dhe diſpoſal ＋ twenty - MI 


— 
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one commanderies and one prio Rt 
ve" years; and as there are alw m a'mum- 


"ou" of expeQants', he ene h courted. 


He is choſen by a committee 1 0 1 On "uy 
: 5 which committee is nominated e 
even nations, three out of each = Bac 
The election muſt be over within three 
days after the death of the former grand 
e and during theſe; three days, there 
is ſcarce 2; ſoul that ſleeps at Malta: All is 
cabal and i intrigue; and 1 5 of the knights 
5 maſked , to prevent their particular, at- 
tachments and connections from 
' known : the moment the election is over, 
every thing returns again to its former channel. 


The land force of Malta is nal to the 
numbet of men in che iſland t to bear 
3 They have about 500 wage be- 

ag 10th ſhips of war; and 150 com- 
Fir uard of the prince, The "two 


lands me alta and Gozzo contain about | 


x $0,900 inhabitants. The men are exceeding 
robuſt and hardy. I have ſeen them row for 
ten or twelve hours without intermiſſion, 
"and without even eren to be tigue 
e nee {81.48 
Their ſes force conlds of ur N 
5 four ſhips of ſixty guns and 
a frigate of thürty din, beſides à number of 
the quick- failing linle veſſalb called Scam 


Pawns . 1 enn 


| 4 
; up "MALTA. 291 


ene and: fortifications , are not only 


they thave:likewiſe invented a Kind of ord- 


nance of their on, unknown 0 all the 


world beſides. For we found, to. our no 
mall amazement: that the rocks were not 
only cut into fortifications hut likewiſe into 
artillery to defend theſe fortifications; being 
hollowed out in many places into the-form 
of immenſe martars. The charge” 
to be about à barrel of gunpow dar, over 
which they: place 2 large piece: of wood, 


made exactly to fit che month of the 
chamber. Om alt : been great quan- 
tity of cannon balls; 1hells:, or other deadly 


materials; and when an enemy's ſhip ap- 
proaches t the harbour * — fire the whole 
into the air; and they pretend it 


a very great effect „ making a ſhpwer for 
round that 


two or thres hundred 1 11 
would b f K 2 T7 61 9141 i * 


ben dan u bar einne 5 5 Joo” it andy 


„ Novwichſidhding hes : ſuppoſed wo 

of the Malteſe, the ſpirit 42 toleration is 

2 » chat a moſque has lately been built 
or | 


eir ſworn enemies the | Here 


the poor ſlaves are allowed to njo 
rüde an in peade, Ir happk e 
ſome. idle: boys be oh mer 
pe — puniſhed; 7 
priſon, ind 
indeed is — rec wry —— _ 
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well An with excellent artillery, but 


is faid 
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- neighbouring countries, and aſſaſſination; 
and robberies are very uncommon; the 
laſt of which crimes the | 
- puniſhes with the utmoſt ſeverity. But he 
is ſgid, perhaps in compliance with the pre- 
judice of 
relax with regard t to the firſt, 15% 5/00 


they preſume to fight 


grand maſter 
his nation, to be much more 


| Perkans Malta is the only ner in 
the world where duelling is permitted by 


law. As their whole eſtabliſhment is ori- 
ginally founded on the wild: and romantic 
principles of chivalry, they have ever found 
it too inconſiſtent with thoſe: principles to 
aboliſh duelling ; but they have laid it under 


ſuch reſtrictions as greatly to leſſen its dan- 


W Theſe are curious enough. — The 


duelliſts are obliged to decide their quarrel 
in one particular ſtreet of the city; and if 
any where elſe, they 


are liable to the rigour of the law. But 
what is not leſs ſingular, and much more 


in their favour; they are obliged under the 
moſt ſevere penalties to put up their (word, 
when ordered ſo to do by a pen r, a an 
or x ROI: 1 


ode theſe Wine 2 . midhof a 
grear city, one would imagine it alm. 

ſſible that a duet could ever end in Bloods 's 

wever, this is not the caſe A croſs is 
always painted on the wall oppoſite to the 


1 where a * has been man 


niſh 
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commemoration ef his: fall—We- counted 


eee of theſe oroſſes. Abbe. 


Won three, monte ago. 285 1 
weg, di enten . 5 lg: * 


them, after giving à great deal of 99 
lan A added a blow; but to the aſto- 


niſhment of all Malta ( in whoſe annals 
there is not a ſimilar inſtance ) after ſo great 
a provocation, he abſolutely refuſed to fight | 


nge was re- 


his antagoniſf.—.— The challen 
peated, and he had time to reflect on the 


conſequ ee! » buſt ſtill he refuſed: to enter 
the liſts. He was condemned. 2 abs | 


amende honorable in the great, chure 


St. John for forty-five ay's if e 3 


then to be confined in a dungeon without 
light for fiye years, after, which he is to 
remain a priſoner in the caſtle for life. The 
unfortunate young man who, received the 
blow is likewiſe ; in dif 7 5 „ as he has not 
had an op {aps O 

blood of his adyerfar 


This has been was upon as a very fa 


0 „ , — 55 


gular affair, and is till one of the principal | 
topics of . converſation. The firſt part of 
the ſentence has alr on dy. been 1 and 


the oor 'wretch now in His Jungeon. 
Nor 177 thought, that any A, wil 
be mac de in yl at: remains. eie 


MS 1s alin +7 
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| ſingular 4444 I ſnall tranſlate key ſome 


. heard on its roach , that' CA, the 
It pal 


oe an inſta int Was torn to piec F 125 b TOW 


as it does in this theſe that do e W. 
we ſhould ſoon have an end of duell no 
But I. ſhould imagine the puniſhme or A 
(hans ought never to be 4 capital «hay in 

ut rather ſomething ignominious ;) and ca up 
fenen for not fighting mould alw; ri 
ſo, or atleaſt ſome ſevere corporal punith-W pa: 
ment; for ignominy will have as little 5 ev 
on the perſon who is willing to ſubmit to the W ho 
-appellation of a coward, as the fear of death it 
on one Why makes it his glory F 40 elfe it. = 
e 

The Malteſe fill ralke wi Kotha? of af] aig 
Now that happened here on the 29th off der 
October, 1757, which as it was of a very bac 
dre 


account of it front à line book: vs 


given me, written on that ſubſett. 


Abaut three quarters of an ing af 
midnight, there- ared to the fouth-wef 
of the city a great black cloud, which, as 
it approached, changed its colour, till at 
laſt it became like a. flame of fire mixec 
with black ; Cooks, A. dreadful noiſe w 


whole city. ed over Eat of. F Of Pot 


and came firſt upon an'En 


ting left but the hulk; 5. 355 0 "the; 13 


the — to 2 conſiderable "diftinee. The 
{mall boats and fellouqugs: that fell in. its way 
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rA ſentinel, terrified at its approach; run 


„into his bor: Both he and it -were'lifeed - 


< up and carrier into the ſea where he pe- 


s riſhed. It then traverſed — conſiderable 
1- 3 the city, and laid in ruins almoſt — 


q thing that ſtood in its way. ee 
le has es were laid level with the ground, and 
nit did not leave one 
The bells of ſome of them, together with 
the ſpires, were carried to a conſiderable 
diſtance. The roofs of the churches were 


immediately have run to the churches. 
2 
eit y; an | 7 15 
ad 5 have up into the hir, with 

2 frightſul noiſe; and e the 
to Sicily, where it tore up ſome trees, and 
did other damage, but nothing conſider- 
able; as its fur lad been "moſtly ſpent 


i of amounted ta 5, 5 cha oo the 
0 eule. ale an ches, was 


very co 4h 
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accoute fur this 


have found nothing at all IRENE 
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were all braken 40 pieces; and ſunk. The 
noiſe increaſed: and became more frighttul. 


eren in ies pallage.. 


demoliſhed: and beat down, Which, if it 
had happened in the day - time, muſi have had 
dreadful conſequences, as all the world would 


paint of a. 


upon Malta. The number of killed and 


Seen ane hens eee 0s. 
ſingular hurricane, but 1 


4. 
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ſentiments of- the people are conciſe and 
poſitive. They declare, with one voice, 
that it was a legion of devils. let looſe to 
puniſh them for their ſins. There are a 
- thouſand people in Malta that will take 
their oath they ſaw them within the cloud, w 
all as black as pitch, and breathing out fite M --. 
and brimſtone. They add, that if there 
had not been a few godly people amongſt 
them, their whole city would certainly 
have been involved in one univerſal de- 


* 2 * * EE 4 1 * N \} 
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The horſe races of Malta are of a very 
uncommon kind. They are performed 

without either ſaddle, bridle, Whip, or 
ſpur; and yet the horſes are ſaid to run 

ful ſpeed, and to afford a great deal of 
diverſion. They are accuſtomed to the 
ground for ſome weeks before; and al- 

f though it is entirely over rock and pavement, 
there are very ſeldom any accidents. They 
have races of aſſes and mules performed in 
the ſame manner, four times every year. 
The rider is only furniſhed with a ma- 
chine like a ſhoemaker's awl, to prick on 


1 


| ea "va 
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As Malta is an Erna ee Europe; 
and an aſſemblage of the younger brothers, 
who ure commonly the beſt of its firſt fa- 


— 
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milies . it is probably one of the heſt acade · ¶ ſee 
mies for politeneis in this part of the Spa 
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globe; beſides: where every one is entitled. 
by law as well as cuſtom, to demand fatis« 
faction for the leaſt breach of it, people 
are under a neceſſity of being very exact 
and cirdumſpect, both with regard to their 
words: :and vations; s %ð ͤ if 
SAG ig S100, po V3 2. ß; . 
All the knights and commanders have 
much the appearance of gentlemen, and 
men of the world. We met with no cha- 
racter in extreme. The ridicules and pre- 
judices of every particular nation, are by 
degrees ſoftened and wore: off, by the fa- 
miliar intercourſe and colliſion with each 
other. It is curious to obſerve the effect it 
produces upon the various people that 
compoſe this little medley. The French 
Kip, the German ſtrut, and the Spaniſh 
ſtalk, are all mingled together in ſuch ſmall 
proportions, that none of them are ſtriking; 
yet every one of theſe nations ſtill: retain 
ſomething of their original charaReriftic : | 
It is only the exuberance of it that is 
wore off; and it is ſtill eaſy to diſtinguiſn 
the inhabitants of the ſouth and north 
ſide of the Pyrenees, as well as thoſe of 
the eaſt and weſt ſide of the Rhine; for 
though the Pariſian has, in a great mea- 
ſure, loſt his afſuming air, the Spaniard 
his tacitnrflity and ſolemnity, the German 
his formality and his pride; yet ſtill you 
ſee the German, the Frenchman, and the 
Spaniard: It is only the caricature, that 


IL 
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This inflitution , , dich is a W 
comporind of the military and eceleſiaſtic, 
has now ſubſiſted for near ſeven hundred 
years; and though, I believe, one of the 
firi-born, has long ſurvived every other 
child of chivalry. t poſſeſſes great riches 
in moſt of the catholic. countries of Eu- 
rope; and did ſo in = gr too, before 
the time of Henry VIII. But that-capri- 

cious tyrant did not chuſe that inſtitu» 
tion, however ancient or roſpede 
remain in his dominions, that A 
doubt of his ſupremacy and inflliiey'; 
he therefore ſeized on all their 
at the ſame time that he enriched himſelf 
by the plunder of the church. It was in 
vain for them to plead that they were ras 
ther a military than an eccleſiaſtic order, 
and by their valour had been of great ſer- 
vice to Europe, in their wars againſt the 
anfidels : It was not agreeable to. his ſyſtem 
ever to hear a reaſon for any thing; and 
no perſon could poſſibly be right, that was 
capable of ee a the Jang: enn 
10 Den 


Malta, 28 ; well as Seeity; . 3 oY 


the tyranny of the Saracens; from which 
they were Sa delivered about the: middle 
of the eleventh century, by the valour of 
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the Normans : After which time , the fate 


of Malta commonly depended on that of 


Sicily, till the emperor Charles V. about 


the year 1130, gave it, together with the 
2 ozz0, to the knights of St. 


Hand of 
John of TJerufalem;; who at that time had 


loſt the ifland of " ir 5 In tefttmony of 


this conceſſion, the grand [maſter is all 
obliged, every year , to ſend a falcon to the 
king of Sicily, or his  vicerey ; and on 
every new ſucceſſion, to ſwear allegiance , 
and. to receive, from the hands of the Si- 


cilian monarch , the inveſliture * * N | 
lands. 


Ever hank our qrdjend *:Ms he . 
has been perfectly clear and ſerene, without 
a cloud in the ſky; and for ſome time after 
ſun-ſet , the heavens exhibit a moſt beau- 
tiful appearance, which I don't recolle& to 
have obſerved.any where-elſe. The eaſtern 


part of the hemiſphere appears of a rich 


— and the weſtern is the true 


Fed. to admire ſo much. The weather, 
however, is not intolerably hot; the t 


glow of Claud Lorrain ;-that br 


mometer lands commonly betwixt 75 and 
76. Adieu. We are now preparing for 
a long voyage, and it is not eaſy to fay 


from e . wall write you next. 


Evet yours. 
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